
 



 
 

2 

                                                               
 
 
 
Welcome to the 2015 Middlesex University Research Students Summer Conference 
  
For the first time the Summer Conference spans all Schools in the University and the Institute for Work Based Learning.  It is the largest 
gathering of our research students since the event’s inauguration. 
  
At the University’s third annual Staff Conference in January 2015 the theme of 'Driving Excellence through Better Collaboration' was the 
focus of the day. We see this Summer Conference as an excellent opportunity to build on this theme by facilitating cross fertilisation and 
sharing of ideas across Schools, to discover the breath of research being undertaken and to discuss and develop ideas. 
  
Reflecting the University’s diverse range of research activities, the sessions are grouped by the following themes: 
 
Working with Chronic Conditions/Special Populations; Education and Language; Networks and Organisations; Digital/Imaging; State of 
Being; Global Influence; Medical Health; Public Health; Performance; Gender; Crime and Prosecution; Infrastructure and the Urban 
Environment. 
  
We are confident that all participants will recognise that we have much in common in terms of critical thinking and asking meaningful 
research questions. We hope that the Conference, in keeping with the spirit of enhancing collaboration, will allow exciting ideas to 
emerge and researchers to forge new, perhaps previously unforeseen, collaborations. 
  
I would like to encourage you all to participate fully in the discussion sessions at the end of each oral presentation and engage with the 
poster presenters during the lunch breaks. 
 
I hope that you will find the two days of this Summer Conference stimulating and constructive.  

 
Hemda Garelick 
Chair of the Organising Committee 
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PROGRAMME 

College Building, Hendon Campus 
 

Day 1 – Wednesday 17th June 2015 
 

09.00 – 09.30      Registration and coffee  Quad – Mezzanine 1  
 
09.30 – 09.45 Welcome and introduction to the day – Room CG77 
 Professor Hemda Garelick (Chair of Committee) 
 
09.50 – 11.30       Parallel Sessions ‘A1’ ‘B1’ ‘C1’ & ‘D1’  
       Parallel Session ‘A1’ Venue – CG77 
       Parallel Session ‘B1’ Venue – CG76 
       Parallel Session ‘C1’ Venue – C114 
       Parallel Session ‘D1’ Venue – C211 
 
11.30 – 11.45      Break    Mezzanine 1 
 
11.45 – 13.00      Poster / Display Presentations A (23 x 2 minutes) 

     Venue – CG77 
       Poster / Display Presentations B (23 x 2 minutes) 

     Venue – CG76 
 
13.00 – 14.00         Lunch and Poster / Display viewing – Mezzanine 1 & 2, 
 C210  
 
14.00 – 15.20      Parallel Sessions ‘A1’ ‘B1’ ‘C1’ & ‘D1’  
       Parallel Session ‘A1’ Venue – CG77 

     Parallel Session ‘B1’ Venue – CG76 
       Parallel Session ‘C1’ Venue – C114 
       Parallel Session ‘D1’ Venue – C211 
 
16.30 – 17.00        Inaugural Lecture – Welcome – Mezzanine 1 
                              (Registered Guests Only) 
 
17.00 – 18.00       Inaugural Lecture – Professor Kay Caldwell – Room C211 
                             (Registered Guests Only) 

 
18.00 – 19.30       Inaugural Lecture – Buffet and Drinks – Mezzanine 1  

   (Registered Guests Only) 
 

 
 

 
PROGRAMME 

College Building, Hendon Campus 
 

Day 2 – Thursday 18th June 2015 
 

09.00 – 09.30     Registration and coffee  Quad – Mezzanine 1  
 
09.30 – 09.45 Welcome and introduction to the day – Room CG77 
  Professor Hemda Garelick (Chair of Committee) 
 
09.50 – 11.30       Parallel Sessions ‘A2’ ‘B2’ ‘C2’ & ‘D2’  
       Parallel Session ‘A2’ Venue – CG77 
       Parallel Session ‘B2’ Venue – CG76 
       Parallel Session ‘D2’ Venue – C211 
 
10.00 – 12.15      Parallel Session ‘C2’ Venue – Ravensfield 
 
11.30 – 11.45      Break    Mezzanine 1 
 
11.45 – 13.00      Poster / Display Presentations C (20 x 2 minutes) 

     Venue – CG77 
       Poster / Display Presentations D (21 x 2 minutes) 

     Venue – CG76 
 
13.00 – 14.00         Lunch and Poster / Display viewing – Mezzanine 1 & 2  
 
14.00 – 15.20      Parallel Sessions ‘A2’ ‘B2’ ‘C2’ & ‘D2’  
       Parallel Session ‘A2’ Venue – CG77 

     Parallel Session ‘B2’ Venue – CG76 
       Parallel Session ‘C2’ Venue – C114 
       Parallel Session ‘D2’ Venue – C211 
 
15.20 – 15.45      Break 
 
15.45 – 16.00         Prize Presentations and closing remarks – Room CG77 
                               Professor Waqar Ahmed (Deputy Vice - Chancellor) 
 
16.00 – 18.00         RSSC: Reception – Drinks and Snacks  - Mezzanine 2  
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Oral Presentations 

17th June 2015 
Morning Sessions 

 
Session A1 

17th June 2015 
9.50am – 11.30am 

Room CG77 
Working with chronic conditions / special populations 

 Chair: Professor Irena Papadopoulos 
09.50 – 10.10 Paper A1.1  

Frauke Elichaoff  
The implications of implementing a pluralistic 
qualitative approach when researching the 
experiences of older adults with autism spectrum 
conditions  
 

10.10 – 10.30 Paper A1.2 
Patricia Shanahan  
Pathways to employment for people in a phase 
of recovery from mental illness 
 

10.30 – 10.50 Paper A1.3 
Alex Daulat  
Evaluating an alternative group physiotherapy 
programme for the management of chronic low 
back pain in Primary Care  
 

10.50 – 11.10 Paper A1.4 
Dr. Shelley Gilbert  
Insights into the psychological and emotional 
experiences of parentally bereaved young 
people: A grounded theory study of grief and 
bereavement. 
 

11.10 – 11.30 Paper A1.5 
Aisha Yaquob Alsobhi 
Personalised Learning Materials Based on 
Dyslexia types: Ontological Approach 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Session B1 
17th June 2015 

9.50am – 11.30am 
Room CG76 

Education & Language 
 Chair: Dr. Billy Clark 
09.50 – 10.10 Paper B1.1 

Shirley Allen  
Exploring the impact of influential and contextual 
factors of a DProf work-based project  
 

10.10 – 10.30 Paper B1.2 
Ashley (B.K.) Hoolash  
Academic support to non-specialist Mathematics 
and Statistics learners in Higher Education 
 

10.30 – 10.50 Paper B1.3 
Jo-Ann Myers  
Case Study of the teaching and learning of 
Hebrew in a Jewish Primary School  
 

10.50 – 11.10 Paper B1.4 
Michael Hibbert 
An evaluative case study of one group of 
Master’s Degree students following an 
‘Educational Research Dissertation Module’ in 
Mauritius 

11.10 – 11.30 Paper B1.5 
Evgenia Volkovyskaya  
Does the magnitude of semantic priming differ for 
monolingual and bilinguals? Evidence from adult 
Russian-English speakers 
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Session C1 
17th June 2015 

9.50am – 11.30am 
Room C114 

Networks and Organisations 
 Chair: Dr. Jonathan Loo 
09.50 – 10.10 Paper C1.1  

Malgorzata Korko  
The brain’s braking system and how it affects the 
way we speak  
 

10.10 – 10.30 Paper C1.2  
Kamran Ali  
Architecture for Public Safety Network Using 
D2D Communication  
 

10.30 – 10.50 Paper C1.3 
Nimai Parmar 
Predicting team performances in professional 
rugby league: a pilot study  
 

10.50 – 11.10 Paper C1.4 
Arindam Ghosh   
Analysis of Seamless Vehicle to Roadside (V2I) 
Communication: Exploring RoadSide Unit (RSU) 
Communication Ranges & Handover Strategies 
for VANET Systems  
 

11.10 – 11.30 Paper C1.5 
Lara Ezquerra Guerra  
Size and Resources Limitations within Teams  
 

Session D1 
17th June 2015 

9.50am – 11.10am 
Room C211 

Digital / Imaging 
 Chair: Professor Xiaohong Gao 
09.50 – 10.10 Paper D1.1  

Paulius Petraitis  
Curating Photography in Digital Age: New 
Challenges and Case Study of “Blog Re-blog” 
 

10.10 – 10.30 Paper D1.2  
Lotti (Charlotte) Nichol  
Bodyscreen: Outlining Process Methods  
 

10.30 – 10.50 Paper D1.3 
Marianne Markowski  
Lessons learnt from in-the-wild design 
experiments with online video connectivity 
 

10.50 – 11.10 Paper D1.4 
Yetish G. Joshi  
Low complexity sub-block perceptual video 
coding 
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Oral Presentations 
17th June 2015 

Afternoon Sessions 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session B1 
17th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.20pm 
Room CG76 

Education and Language 
 Chair: Professor Paul Gibbs   
14.00 – 14.20 Paper B1.6  

Eve Wedderburn  
A dialectical approach to actor training  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper B1.7  
Naoko Togame  
Irony Comprehension in second language  
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper B1.8 
Garth Knox  
Stretching the String: 
How opening the ears changes the mind and 
provides new materials for the creative 
imagination 
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper B1.9 
Marion Taylor  
Ethical dimensions within programme 
development as a doctoral study  
 

Session A1 
17th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.40pm 
Room CG77 

State of Being 
 Chair: Dr. Fabia Franco 
14.00 – 14.20 Paper A1.6  

Magdolna Lőrinc 
Narrative and Method. Exploring young people’s 
aspirations through comparing, contrasting and 
integrating narratives elicited through different 
data collection methods  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper A1.7  
Kate Brown 
The role of a community in response to failures in 
the psychic environment 
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper A1.8 
Elena Arora  
Joy and laughter in the therapy room: a 
grounded theory study 
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper A1.9 
Victor Fung 
A New Generation of Dance Artists – Dance  

15.20 – 15.40 Paper A1.10 
Eduardo Rosa  
Extimacy Dramaturgy - staging self as another 
from oneself  
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Session C1 
17th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.40pm 
Room C114 

Networks and Organisations 
 Chair: Dr. Tim Freeman 
14.00 – 14.20 Paper C1.6  

Huong Trang Kim  
Value creation through derivatives use: A review 
of theoretical and empirical evidence up to date  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper C1.7  
Luke Devereux  
The Troubled Identity of Corporate Identity 
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper C1.8  
Muhammad Abdul Basit Memon  
A Conceptual Model of Individual and 
Organizational Antecedents to Knowledge 
Management  
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper C1.9 
Farzad Tahmasebi Aria  
Investigating the deployment of Electronic 
Customer Relationship Management readiness 
and maturity models in Iranian Banking Industry  
 

15.20 – 15.40 Paper C1.10 
Ranti (Maher) Ali AlRantisi  
Event-Based Wireless and Sensor Network 
Testbed  
 

Session D1 
17th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.40pm 
Room C211 

Digital / Imaging 
 Chair: Professor Jane Arthurs 
14.00 – 14.20 Paper D1.5 

Ellouise Long  
Trolling: Issues with Research in the Online 
World  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper D1.6 
Phong Nguyen  
SensePath: Understanding the Sensemaking 
Process through Analytic Provenance  
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper D1.7 
Namadev Bhuvanasundaram  
Wireless Power Transfer under Cooperative 
NOMA  
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper D1.8 
Wei Li  
The application of KAZE features to the 
classification Echocardiogram Videos   
 

15.20 – 15.40 Paper D1.9 
Paola-Maria Caleffi  
Digital Language in the Linguistic Lanscape  
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Oral Presentations 

18th June 2015 
Morning Sessions 

 
Session A2 

18th June 2015 
9.50am – 11.30am 

Room CG77 
Global Influence 

 Chair: Professor Vanja Orlans 
09.50 – 10.10 Paper A2.1 

Anjana Basnet  
An analysis of CSR Reporting Practices in 
Developing Countries: A Case of Nepalese 
Corporations  
 

10.10 – 10.30 Paper A2.2 
Cristina Fona 
The Social Responsibility Image of Countries: 
towards a definition  
 

10.30 – 10.50 Paper A2.3 
Evelyn W Corrado  
Challenging Negative Perceptions towards the 
African Child 
 

10.50 – 11.10 Paper A2.4 
Joan Camilleri  
The lived experience of leaders during change 
and transition: The Maltese Scenario  
 

11.10 – 11.30 Paper A2.5 
Terence William Garde  
Using an understanding of Hermeneutic 
Philosophy as a Research Methodology  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Session B2 
18th June 2015 

9.50am – 11.10am 
Room CG76 

Medical Health 
 Chair:  Professor Richard Bayford 
09.50 – 10.10 Paper B2.1 

Neil Archer  
Determination of the effects of Qigong 
intervention on Parkinson’s disease symptoms,  
 

10.10 – 10.30 Paper B2.2 
Karolina (Anna) Zuk  
The Therapeutic Potential of Arsenic Trioxide in 
the Treatment of Epithelial Origin Cancers  
 

10.30 – 10.50 Paper B2.3 
Bene Afolabi  
Inulin inhibits free radical species in HCT 116 
adenoma carcinoma and normal human HK 
(keratinocyte) cell line  
 

10.50 – 11.10 Paper B2.4 
Ali Olkun  
Assessing the congruence of matrix-assisted 
laser desorption/ionisation-time of flight (MALDI-
TOF) mass spectra with variable nucleotide 
tandem repeats profiles (VNTR) of 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa in an outbreak 
scenario 
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Oral Presentations 

Session C2 
18th June 2015 

10.00am – 12.15am 
Building Ravensfield 

Dance Performance Presentations 
 Chair: Professor Vida Midgelow 
10.00 – 10.45 Performance C2.1  

Robin Bale  
Root  
Studio 3 – Ravensfield Theatre 
 
 

 
11.30 – 12.15 

Paper C2.2  
Susanne Martin  
The Fountain of Age – A Solo Dance  
Main Theatre – Ravensfield Theatre 
 
 

Session D2 
18th June 2015 

9.50am – 11.30am 
Room C114 

Public Helath 
 Chair: Professor Helen Allan 
09.50 – 10.10 Paper D2.1  

Michelle Barrow  
Survey of nutrition practitioners on tools used to 
support case history collection, clinical decision 
making and clinical outcome analysis in obesity 
management 
 

10.10 – 10.30 Paper D2.2  
Abdelhakim Altabaibeh  
Professionals role in their practice transformation 
within a health care organisation restructuring: 
Reflection on study design, data generation and 
data analysis  
 

10.30 – 10.50 Paper D2.3 
Chijioke O. Agomo  
Strategies enhancing the public health role of 
community pharmacists in the UK  
 

10.50 – 11.10 Paper D2.4 
Áine Alam  
The Practice Project  

11.10 – 11.30 Paper D2.5 
Istiyak Rafique Chowdhury  
A study of policy development between health 
and education in Bangladesh 
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18th June 2015 
Afternoon Sessions 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session B2 
18th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.20pm 
Room CG76 

Gender 
 Chair: Professor Feona Attwood 
14.00 – 14.20 Paper B2.5  

Deborah Auer  
The experience of female patients seeking 
elective rhinoplasty surgery: A Narrative Inquiry 
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper B2.6 
Foziha Hamid  
Women’s Experiences of Sexual Violence and 
Exploitation via Information and Communication 
Technologies  
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper B2.7 
Heather Jeffrey  
Exploring gender in tourism discourse  
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper B2.8 
Marisa Carnesky  
Spectacular Performance, Bodily Taboos and the 
role of the Showwoman in Popular Entertainment  

15.20 – 15.40 Paper B2.9 
Deborah Rodriguez  
Rethinking the adult attachment paradigm: the 
application of a qualitative pluralistic approach to 
couple relationships 
 

Session A2 
18th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.40pm 
Room CG77 

Global Influence 
 Chair: Dr. Tunc Aybak 
14.00 – 14.20 Paper A2.6  

Oussama Baher  
Bias and Rationality of Analysts’ Earnings 
forecasts in the UK  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper A2.7  
Ahmed S. Bolori 
Risk Perception of Community-stakeholders and 
Managing Political Risk by Foreign Oil 
Corporations in Nigeria  
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper A2.8 
Alma Sharipova  
The impact of bank ownership, market structure 
and risk taking behaviour on bank performance 
in the CISs countries: A technical efficiency 
perspective  
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper A2.9 
Joseph Choonara  
The Precariat: Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics 

15.20 – 15.40 Paper A2.10 
Ocean Marambanyika  
EU-SADC Interregionalism in political dialogue: 
Motives for interregional dialogues  
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Poster / Display Presentations 

Session C2 
18th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.20pm 
Room C114 

Crime & Prosecution 
 Chair: Dr. Angus Nurse 
14.00 – 14.20 Paper C2.3  

Mansoor Mir  
The treatment of sex offenders within HM Prison 
Service: Responding to the risks and needs of a 
diverse population  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper C2.4 
Sarah Edwards  
Empathy, mentalisation and violent offending 
behaviour; a multi-modal approach to an 
offender-focussed perspective. 
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper C2.5 
Ian Belton  
The influence of personal mitigating factors on 
criminal sentencing decisions  
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper C2.6 
Celeste Groenewald  
A qualitative study to understand how criminal 
intelligence analysts think, for the purpose of 
proposing a software design framework which 
could assist them with their sense-making 
activities  
 

Session D2 
18th June 2015 

2.00pm – 3.20pm 
Room C211 

Infrastructure and the Urban Environment 
 Chair: Professor Lian Lundy 
14.00 – 14.20 Paper D2.6  

Luciana Alves  
Evaluating the impacts of an urban catchment on 
water and sediment quality of a receiving river  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Paper D2.7 
Guodong (Gordon) Chen  
Planning and Building the British Concession, 
Tianjin,1860-1945: A comparative study of its 
urban and architectural development from a 
colonial perspective  
 

14.40 – 15.00 Paper D2.8 
Khadijah Ateda Isimekhai  
The need for bioaccessibility/bioavailability in risk 
assessment: A case of an informal electronic 
waste-recycling site in Nigeria. 
 

15.00 – 15.20 Paper D2.9 
Wai Kit Chan  
Enzyme activity and MALDI TOF/TOF MS 
analysis of responses to stress induced by 
arsenic and antimony in Acidomyces acidophilus 
from tin-mining soil. 
 

15.20 – 15.40 Paper D2.10 
Ali Alahmari  
The Potential of Adopting Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SUDS) for Urban Areas in 
Saudi Arabia 
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17th June 2015 
Chair: Brooke Townsley  

11.45am to 1.00pm 
Poster Viewing Mezzanine 1 & 2 Presentations Room CG77 
 
Poster  
Number 

Presenter Title 

Poster	  A1 Ahmed 
Mohammed Patel 

Understanding	  Things:	  	  
The	  Dimensions	  of	  Constructed	  
Narrative	  In	  Design	  Artefacts	  

Display	  A2 Alexandra	  Murphy 
Is	  Photographing	  Taxidermy	  a	  
Double-‐Defiance	  of	  the	  Death-‐
Drive?	  

Poster	  A3 Anne Elliott 

Typologies	  of	  kinaesthesia:	  An	  
investigation	  into	  experience	  in	  
youth	  and	  adolescence	  and	  
exercise	  uptake	  in	  middle	  age	  
through	  a	  life	  course	  
perspective.	  	  

Poster	  A4 Ash	  Purran 

Evaluation	  of	  Peripherally	  
Inserted	  Central	  Catheter	  
(PICC)	  care	  training	  programme	  
to	  improve	  clinical	  skills	  and	  
knowledge	  in	  an	  Integrated	  
Care	  Organisation	  (ICO).	  

Poster	  A5 Beth	  Gallagher 

How	  a	  parenting	  strategy	  can	  
inform	  how	  students	  can	  
support	  dis-‐advantaged	  
families	  	  

Poster	  A6 
Betty	  Anne	  
Schwarz 

Developing	  a	  Standardized	  Tool	  
for	  the	  Interpretation	  and	  
Reporting	  of	  Radiology	  
Diagnostic	  Accuracy	  Studies	  
(RADART)	  
	  

Poster	  A7 Carla	  Hamer 

	  
	  
	  
	  
A	  collaborative	  methodology	  
between	  photography	  and	  
performance	  in	  
ethnographically	  informed	  
research.	  

Poster	  A8 Chris	  Middleton 
Meaning	  in	  life	  –	  what	  we	  know	  
and	  what	  we	  don’t	  know.	  	  	  

Poster	  A9 
Christina	  
Constantinou 

Exploring	  Health-‐Related	  
Quality	  of	  Life	  (HRQL)	  in	  
Children	  with	  Sickle	  Cell	  
Disease	  (SCD)	  

Poster	  A10 Dilys	  Wilson 

Who	  holds	  the	  baby?	  The	  
contribution	  of	  Early	  Years	  
Teachers	  to	  practice	  with	  
babies	  

Poster	  A11 Floyd	  Williams 

Determination	  of	  Psychological	  
Factors	  
Integral	  for	  the	  Development	  of	  
Expertise	  in	  
Tennis	  

Poster	  A12 Kristina	  van	  Dam 
Diabetes	  and	  depression:	  A	  
quest	  for	  its	  source	  

Poster	  A13 Laura	  Jane	  Wilson 
Whole	  body	  cryotherapy	  as	  a	  
recovery	  intervention	  in	  
athletic	  populations	  

Poster	  A14 Manijeh	  Pir	  Jalian 

Psychological	  and	  Social	  
Aspects	  of	  Children	  Born	  by	  
Assisted	  Reproductive	  
Technologies	  in	  Iran	  

Poster	  A15 Mfon	  Archibong 
Understanding	  Decision-‐
Making	  In	  Child	  Protection:	  
Health	  Visiting	  Perspectives	  
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Poster	  A16 

	  
Murray	  Anderson 

	  
	  
	  
	  
Aesthetics	  of	  Empathy:	  
affective	  affinities	  and	  latent	  
gothicness	  in	  contemporary	  
sculpture	  

Poster	  A17 Nina	  Politimou 

Links	  between	  musical	  and	  
linguistic	  abilities	  in	  
preschoolers:	  The	  role	  of	  
cognitive	  and	  environmental	  
factors.	  	  

Poster	  A18 Rebecca	  Key 

“Patronage”	  at	  Art	  Gene	  
Cumbria:	  an	  experiment	  into	  
the	  relinquishment	  of	  artists	  
authorship	  and	  craft	  	  

Display	  
A19	  –	  C210 

Simon	  Limbrick Between	  Soundings	  

Poster	  A20 Siobhán	  Armstrong 
Reconstructing	  Music	  of	  The	  
Early	  Irish	  Harp	  

Poster	  A21 Sophie Armes 
‘Development’	  in	  the	  context	  of	  
a	  psychological	  therapy	  
training:	  	  an	  autoethnography.	  

Poster	  A22 Sue	  Macdonald 
Compassionate	  caring	  in	  
midwifery	  –	  preparing	  for	  
fieldwork	  

Poster	  A23	   Falak	  Iqbal	   Exploitation	  of	  Biomarkers	  in	  
Medicine	  

 

 
 
 
 

Poster / Display Presentations 
Chair: Gordon Weller 

11.45am to 1.00pm 
Poster Viewing Mezzanine 1 & 2 Presentations Room CG76 
 
Poster Number Presenter Title 

Poster	  B1	   Azam	  Shokri	   An	  evaluation	  of	  
Facebook	  as	  a	  
learning	  platform	  

Poster	  B2	   Arif	  Mahmud	   The	  role	  of	  EI	  in	  the	  
development	  of	  
adolescents’	  social	  
and	  emotional	  
abilities	  and	  skills	  

Poster	  B3	   Ashley	  J.	  Wheat	   Distributed	  
Sensemaking:	  the	  
Development	  of	  a	  
Conceptual	  
Framework	  for	  
Understanding	  
Sensemaking	  
Through	  the	  Lens	  of	  
Distributed	  Cognition	  

Poster	  B4	   Beverley	  Barnaby	   The	  Pedagogy	  of	  
Critical	  Thinking	  in	  
University	  Early	  
Childhood	  Studies	  

Poster	  B5	   Heashin	  Park	   Teaching	  dance	  for	  
hearing	  impaired	  
pupils	  in	  schools	  

Poster	  B6	   Hoang	  Ha	  Le	   A	  study	  of	  
collaborative	  
interactions	  between	  	  
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two	  human	  agents:	  
real	  versus	  virtual	  
environments.	  

Poster	  B7	   Kate	  Wilkinson	   MLearning	  games	  
before	  an	  
assessment;	  a	  Deep	  
or	  Surface	  Learning	  
Tool?	  

Display	  B8	   Ken Devine 1001	  Haphazard	  
Colours	  

Poster	  B9	   Kirsteen	  Macdonald	   A	  critical	  examination	  
of	  curriculum	  
development	  in	  a	  
context	  of	  changing	  
academic	  identities	  

Poster	  B10	   Koushik	  Modak	  	   Load	  Balancing	  in	  LTE	  
Poster	  B11	   Md	  Mizanur	  Rahman	   Energy	  Efficient	  

Pub/Sub	  based	  
framework	  for	  
Wireless	  Sensor	  
Networks	  

Poster	  B12	   Momodou	  Willan	   Research	  
Methodologies	  

Poster	  B13	   Neelam	  Kaur	  
Ghuman	  

Beyond	  work-‐family	  
conflict:	  work-‐life	  
balance	  in	  employees	  
with	  different	  family	  
structures	  

Poster	  B14	   Radmila	  Sekulic	   Software	  framework	  
for	  testing	  non-‐
deterministic	  
metaheuristics	  

Poster	  B15	   Ramona	  Pistol	   Investigating	  
Metaphor	  Production	  	  

	  
in	  Second	  Language	  
Acquisition	  	  

Display	  B16	   Rupert	  Norfolk	   Gates	  –	  in	  the	  making	  
Poster	  B17	   Stephan	  Spahn	   Categorical	  

Semantics	  of	  
Inductive	  Definitions	  

Poster	  B18	   Tijana	  Jevtic	   Focal	  vibrations	  
effect	  on	  the	  muscle	  
performance	  

Poster	  B19	   Turki	  Aljrees	   Document	  analysis	  
using	  latent	  semantic	  
indexing	  

Poster	  B20	   Victoria Burghardt Using	  recorded	  
observations	  to	  
encourage	  students	  
and	  staff	  to	  identify	  
and	  reflect	  on	  
occurrences	  of	  
critical	  and	  creative	  
thinking	  within	  
seminar	  interactions.	  

Poster	  B21	   Victoria Whitelock A	  Systematic	  Review	  
of	  Computerised	  
Inhibition	  Training	  to	  
Change	  Food	  
Choices.	  

Poster	  B22	   Yongpil	  Yoon	   Energy	  Efficiency	  of	  
Offloading	  
Computation	  into	  
Clouds	  for	  PCs	  

Poster	  B23	   Clifford	  De	  Raffaele	   A	  Tangible	  
Technology	  
Framework	  for	  
Visualising	  Highly	  
Abstract	  Concepts	  
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Poster / Display Presentations 
Chair: Diane Purchase 

11.45am to 1.00pm 
Poster Viewing Mezzanine 1 & 2 Presentations Room CG77 

 
Poster Number Presenter Title 

Poster	  C1	   Amrinder Singh Effects	  of	  some	  medicinal	  
herbs	  on	  the	  metabolic	  
profiles	  of	  commonly	  used	  
anti-‐diabetics	  

Poster	  C2	   Anam Akhtar Selective	  delivery	  of	  arsenic	  
trioxide	  with	  targeted	  
liposomes	  to	  HPV	  infected	  
cervical	  cancer	  cells	  

Poster	  C3	   Azhar	  Mahmood	   Violence	  Against	  Women	  

Poster	  C4	   Claire	  Powell	   Mothers	  separated	  from	  
their	  infants	  in	  prison:	  using	  
attachment	  theory	  to	  
understand	  how	  prisons	  can	  
provide	  support	  

Poster	  C5	   Clare	  O'Donoghue	   Clare	  O'Donoghue	  
Learning	  to	  Teach:	  
Contexts,	  Values	  and	  
Threshold	  Concepts	  	  

Poster	  C6	   Cynthia	  (Uzoma)	  
Osemeke	  

Potential	  Interaction	  
between	  natural	  
compounds	  and	  
chemotherapeutic	  drugs	  on	  
leukaemia	  cell	  line	  

Poster	  C7	   Desiree	  Engnoo	  
Acha	  

The	  use	  of	  gold	  
nanoparticles	  and	  new	  
electrode	  material	  in	  an	  
array	  of	  bio	  impedance	  	  

	  
	  
	  
sensors	  for	  the	  detection	  of	  
biomarkers	  and	  the	  
assessment	  of	  progression	  
of	  dementia	  over	  time	  

Poster	  C8	   Kim	  Nguyen	   Comparison	  of	  gut	  
microbiota	  in	  autistic	  and	  
normal	  children	  in	  Vietnam	  

Poster	  C9	   Lina Zhang The	  Parameter	  Selection	  of	  
Firefly	  Algorithm	  

Poster	  C10	   Linda	  A.	  Somerville	   Public	  Health	  and	  alcohol	  
licensing	  in	  London:	  political	  
reforms,	  localism	  and	  
partnership	  working	  

Poster	  C11	   Marcela	  Gondek	   Analysis	  of	  human	  chorionic	  
gonadotropin	  secreted	  by	  
common	  non-‐trophoblastic	  
and	  trophoblastic	  cancers	  

Poster	  C12	   Md	  Moinul	  Islam	   The	  impact	  of	  microcredit	  
on	  health	  outcome	  in	  rural	  
Bangladesh	  

Poster	  C13	   Peter	  Snow	   Design	  of	  a	  Robotic	  
Sensorimotor	  System	  for	  
Phantom	  Limb	  Pain	  
Rehabilitation	  

Poster	  C14	   Pune	  Parsafar	   Representations	  of	  Iranian	  
Women	  in	  Cinema	  

Poster	  C15	   Theo	  Leka	  
Thewodros	  

	  Can	  improving	  medication	  
adherence	  reduce	  
readmission	  in	  difference	  
ethnic/cultural	  groups	  of	  
patients	  with	  a	  chronic	  
illness?	  
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Poster	  C16	   Anthony	  
Esimajemite	  
Futughe	  

Feasibility	  study	  of	  
sustainable	  remediation	  of	  
crude	  oil	  contaminated	  soil	  
using	  soil	  solarization	  and	  
phytoremediation	  
enhanced	  with	  
biosurfactant	  as	  a	  novel	  
approach.	  

Poster	  C17	   Ewere	  Job	  Egede	   Toxicity	  of	  Benzo	  (b)	  
fluoranthene	  and	  
fluoranthene,	  and	  their	  
enhanced	  bioremediation	  
using	  fungal	  mangrove-‐
isolates	  with	  microalgal	  
biosorbents	  in	  Warri	  River,	  
Delta,	  Nigeria	  

Poster	  C18	   Raliat	  Onatade	   The	  development	  of	  a	  
conceptual	  framework	  to	  
aid	  decision-‐	  making	  in	  the	  
local	  development	  of	  
clinical	  pharmacy	  services	  

Poster	  C18	   Solomon	  Popoola	   Vermiremediation	  of	  crude-‐
oil	  contaminated	  lands	  
along	  the	  Nigerian	  National	  
Petroleum	  Cooperation	  
(NNPC)	  in	  Western	  Nigeria	  
Using	  Eisenia	  fetida	  	  

Poster	  C20	   Toby	  Landeryou	   Title	  not	  submitted.	  
	  

Poster	  C21	   Michelle Barrow  Survey of nutrition 
practitioners on tools used 
to support case history 
collection, clinical decision 

making and clinical 
outcome analysis in obesity 
management 
	  

 
 

Poster / Display Presentations 
Chair: David Westley 
11.45am to 1.00pm 

Poster / Display Viewing Mezzanine 1 & 2 Presentations  
Room CG76 

 
Poster Number Presenter Title 

Poster	  D1	  
Ahmed Nihad 
AbdulMajeed, Al-
Jawad 

Policy-‐Based	  Network	  
Management	  with	  End-‐to-‐
End	  QoS	  Solution	  in	  
Software	  Defined	  
Networking	  

Poster	  D2	   Junayed	  Islam	  MD.	   

Visual	  Analytics	  for	  Geo-‐
Spatial	  Temporal	  Re-‐
Construction	  of	  Situations	  
In	  Criminal	  Intelligence	  
Analysis	  

Poster	  D3	   Mariette	  Jones	   What	  role	  the	  libel	  jury?	  

Poster	  D4	   Mukhethwa	  
Madima	  

Sadism	  in	  the	  South	  African	  
Police	  Service	  

Poster	  D5	   Uchit	  Singh	  	  

Interactive	  Feature	  
Selection	  and	  Projection	  of	  
high	  dimensional	  data	  for	  
Criminal	  Intelligence	  	  

Poster	  D6	   Andrew	  Kemp	  
Role	  of	  Risk	  Databases	  in	  
Safety	  Training	  	  
for	  Professional	  Van	  Drivers	  
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Poster	  D7	  

	  
Basmah	  Alotaibi	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
Assessing	  social	  media	  
marketing	  adoption	  &	  
maturity	  in	  SMEs	  in	  Saudi	  
Arabia	  

Poster	  D8	   Chandima	  
Hettiarachchi	  

Human	  and	  Labour	  Rights	  
Issues	  in	  Sri	  Lankan	  Global	  
Supplier	  Companies	  

Poster	  D9	   Hebah Kamal 
Jamal	  

The	  Role	  of	  Electronic	  Word	  
of	  Mouth	  (eWOM)	  in	  
Shaping	  Attitudes	  towards	  	  
Healthy	  products	  amongst	  
Female	  Adolescents	  in	  
Saudi	  Arabia	  

Poster	  D10	   Ken	  Sule-‐Ejeh 

An	  Exploratory	  Study	  of	  
How	  specialist	  organisation	  
self-‐organise	  their	  Teams	  
using	  Scrum	  

Poster	  D11	   Mark	  John	  Josephs	  

An	  investigation	  to	  
determine	  whether	  
adaptive	  decision	  making	  in	  
crisis-‐type	  situations	  can	  be	  
improved	  by	  training	  and	  if	  
so	  what	  kind	  of	  training	  
would	  that	  be	  
	  

Poster	  D12	   Michele	  Bottone	   Frozen:	  a	  journey	  to	  the	  
boundary	  of	  the	  agora	  

Poster	  D13	   Olga	  Ermolaeva	  

The	  effect	  of	  Radical	  Islam	  
and	  desire	  to	  enhance	  
national	  identity	  on	  Russian	  
foreign	  policy	  in	  Syria	  

	  
Poster	  D14	  

	  
Pragya	  Paudyal	  	  

	  
	  
	  
Emerging	  Ethical	  Issues	  in	  
VALCRI	  	  –	  an	  information	  
system	  to	  aid	  law	  
enforcement	  

Poster	  D15	   Saira	  Saleem	  

Financial	  Constraint	  and	  
Investment:	  A	  
Comprehensive	  comparison	  
between	  existing	  
methodologies	  

Poster	  D16	   Sana	  Mir	   Legal,	  ethical	  and	  political	  
impact	  of	  US	  drone	  warfare	  

Poster	  D17	   Savvas	  Papasavvas	  

The	  contribution	  of	  the	  
Decision	  Support	  Systems	  
to	  the	  analysis	  of	  the	  
geopolitical	  variables	  
affecting	  an	  energy	  security	  
crisis.	  A	  multidisciplinary	  
approach	  of	  the	  case	  of	  
Cyprus	  	  

Poster	  D18	   Shahzeb Hussain	  

Understanding	  and	  
examining	  celebrity	  trust,	  
its	  dimensions	  and	  impact	  
on	  other	  credibility-‐related	  
constructs	  and	  overall	  
corporate	  image	  
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Poster	  D19	  
	  
Sola	  (Olusola)	  
Olufosoye	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
HRM	  Practices	  &	  
Implementation:	  Influence	  
of	  Culture	  &	  Roles	  of	  
Managers	  
	  

Poster	  D20	   Tugra	  Nazli	  Akarsu	  

Religiosity	  and	  Brand	  
Attachement:	  A	  
Multicultural	  Perspective	  
	  

Poster	  D21	   Vishnu	  Vardhan	  
Paranthaman	  

Analysing	  the	  Effects	  of	  
Proactive	  Handover	  
Mechanisms	  on	  Mobile	  
Infrastructure	  	  

Poster	  D22	   Andrew	  Dykes	  

Exploring the relationship 
between dyslexia and 
academic confidence in an 
HE context	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
SESSION A1 

17th June 2015 
9.50am – 11.30am 

Room CG77 (College Building) 
CollaborationWorking with chronic conditions / special 

populations 
 
Paper A1.1  
	  
The implications of implementing a pluralistic qualitative approach 
when researching the experiences of older adults with autism spectrum 
conditions 
 
Presenter – Frauke Elichaoff, F.Elichaoff@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This presentation demonstrates how a pluralistic qualitative approach 
provided rich exploratory insight to accounts provided by individuals with a 
condition where communication difficulties are one of the core symptoms 
of their lifestyles.  
 
Employing a pluralistic approach enabled minimisation of the imposition of 
assumptions about the nature of the lived experiences of adults growing 
older with autism, for further research to be developed out of the richness 
of the data. Although the study was not originally conceptualised to be 
pluralistic in its methodology, during the process of the initial scoping study, 
which used interviews and thematic analysis, it became apparent that the 
inquiry required ‘something more’ in order to better understand the 
complexity both of the experiences of the participants, and of their 
narration of their experiences.  The study explores the lived experiences of 
adults on the high-functioning end of the autism spectrum, who are 
approaching late adulthood. They belong to a ‘lost’ generation: although 
theirs was the first generation to receive autism diagnoses in greater 
numbers in childhood, these were applied only to the severest cases, and 
research efforts commonly focus on symptoms, diagnostics measures, 
treatments and interventions, often conducted by medical professionals.  
The pluralistic methodology that I employed allowed both for engagement 
with the question of how autistic experience and autistic narratives are 
intertwined and an enhancement of the reflexive stance adopted in this 
study through careful choice and rationale for the choice and use of each 
method brought to the study. 
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Paper A1.2 
 
Pathways to employment for people in a phase of recovery from 
mental illness 
 
Presenter – Patricia Shanahan, SHANAHANPATRICIA@aol.com 
 
The study sought to identify through the action research process what 
local employers concerns were in relation to the employment of 
individuals in a phase of recovery from mental illness, and what were 
the barriers to employment experienced by service users living in a 
local North London Borough. The study aimed to raise consciousness 
and empower participants by encouraging dialogue, the sharing of 
good practice and coping strategies amongst participants so that 
appropriate strategies and resources could be provided to challenge 
misconceptions and support them. 
 
The qualitative study was informed by my professional background 
where I hold a dual role of managing mental health services in the 
community and as a lecturer in Cognitive Behavioural Therapy at 
Middlesex University. Both roles are concerned with promoting the 
mental health well-being of individuals who experience mental illness. 
The study adopted an action research design, where six focus groups 
were held, three with service users and three with employers or 
employer representatives within a local North London Borough.15 
employer representatives and 28 service users participated across the 
six focus groups. The content of each focus group was digitally 
recorded and transcribed verbatim. Thematic analysis was used to 
identify the main themes and subsequent sub –themes from the data 
gathered. 
 
The findings from the research indicate that there are many 
stakeholders that are involved in supporting individuals back into 
employment. They also show that mental health and mentally ill health 
are poorly understood in workplace environments. Evident from this 
study was that while work and employment were thought to be 
important determinants of mental health those individuals with 
diagnosed mental illnesses remain at a significant disadvantage in the 
employment market. 
 

 
 
 
Paper A1.3 
 
Evaluating an alternative group physiotherapy programme for the 
management of chronic low back pain in Primary Care 
 
Presenter - Alex Daulat, alex.daulat@nhs.net 
 
Objectives: To evaluate an alternative physiotherapy group exercise 
programme used for managing chronic low back pain (CLBP).  
 
Introduction: CLBP is a disabling condition with no established standard 
management. Conservative treatments such as supervised exercise and 
manual therapy have demonstrated some benefit. Group exercise 
programmes used in physiotherapy are a cost effective treatment for 
managing CLBP but currently lack a combination of individualized specific 
exercises, one to one education and manual therapy (‘hands on’ 
techniques). An alternative group programme has been designed to 
address these limitations. 
 
Methods: An alternative group exercise programme was evaluated using a 
mixed methods design consisting of core quantitative and supplementary 
qualitative phases. The alternative group programme was compared to a 
standard group exercise programme in a randomised controlled trial. 
Participants with CLBP were allocated to the two programme groups by 
block randomisation. Participants in both groups attended six one hour 
programme sessions over a 3 month period. Outcomes measuring 
function, pain, quality of life and satisfaction with treatment were used to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the programmes pre-post programme and at 
6 months. Focus groups are being used to explore patients’ experiences 
regarding their treatment in the two group programmes. 
Results to date: Participant recruitment started in June 2014 and will be 
completed in May 2015. The focus group interviews will take place in June 
2015.  
 
Discussion: If effective this alternative programme may be disseminated at 
a regional level and may change the way physiotherapists deliver exercise 
for CLBP patients in a group setting.  
 
Key Words: Chronic low back pain, exercise programme, manual therapy. 
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Paper A1.4 
 
Insights into the psychological and emotional experiences of parentally 
bereaved young people: A grounded theory study of grief and 
bereavement 
 
Presenter – Dr. Shelley Gilbert, shelley@griefencounter.org.uk 
 
Aims: This research aimed to explore the lived psychological and emotional 
experiences of parentally bereaved young people to gain a better understanding of the 
core processes that underlie the personal meaning of the premature parental death, 
whilst observing both the challenging and helpful aspects of support.  
 
Method: Eleven parentally bereaved young people, principally identified by a 
secondary school in North London, participated in the study. Semi-structured interview 
questions, a nationally validated measure CORE-YP and a creative activity were used 
to elicit the responses of the participants. Grounded theory based on Charmaz’s social 
constructivist approach was used to analyse the findings. 
 
Findings: Five superordinate themes were identified: Losses; Disrupted identities; 
Struggling to make sense of grief; Role of others; and Finding a new kind of normal. 
The researcher also identified two overarching themes: time and ambivalence. The 
research highlights the extent to which young people are affected by the premature 
death of a parent. The findings demonstrate that grieving is an individual process, yet 
there are common threads that can be drawn together in order to provide a framework 
for grief’s trajectory. This involves an emotionally based theory, which searches for the 
feelings behind the behaviours; a model of young person’s grief which is fluid and 
allows for a transitional phase between the survival phase of trauma and the more 
cognitive processing phase.  
 
Research Limitations: This is a small-scale individually based study, with no control 
group, which offers a psychotherapeutic approach to the interpretation of the data and 
does not claim exclusivity from other possible interpretations.  
 
Conclusions and implications: Bridging research and practice, recommendations are 
made on how best to support this often overlooked group of vulnerable young people 
using a multisystem model.  
 
This includes family support programmes at bereavement organisations, counselling 
support, a new information guide for bereaved young people, a model for bereavement 
support and a bereavement training programme for professionals.  Recommendations 
are also made for further research and dissemination of information on best practice. 
 
Keywords: loss; grounded theory; bereaved young people; grieving process; 
emotionally based model. 
	  

 

 
 
Paper A1.5 
 
Personalised Learning Materials Based on Dyslexia types: Ontological 
Approach 
 
Presenter - Aisha Yaquob Alsobhi, AA2756@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
In recent years, e-learning systems have played an increasingly 
important role in higher education and, in particular, in enhancing 
learning experiences for individuals who have learning difficulties. 
However, it appears that many of the people involved in the 
development and implementation of e-learning tools overlook the 
needs of dyslexic students. As such, these students lack access to the 
resources on offer to other students and this leads to a disability divide. 
In order for educational initiatives to be effective, learning experiences 
need to be tailored to the individual needs of each student and the 
materials and tools employed should be aligned with the student’s 
needs, capabilities and learning objectives.  
 
This research objective was to propose an ontology that will facilitate 
the development of learning methods and technologies that are aligned 
with dyslexia types and symptoms. The paper commences with a 
discussion of domain ontology and examines how learning objectives 
that take into consideration a student’s capabilities and needs can be 
matched with appropriate assistive technology in order to deliver 
effective e-learning experiences and educational resources that can be 
consistently employed. The ontology employed within this study was 
developed using Ontology Web Language (OWL), an information 
processing system that allows applications to handle both the content 
and the presentation of the information available on the web. Two 
characteristics were employed within this research to describe each 
resource: dyslexia type and the features of assistive technologies that 
were deemed to be most appropriate for educational experiences 
targeted at each dyslexia type. 
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ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
SESSION B1 

9.50am – 11.30am 
Room CG76 (College Building) 

Education & Language 
 

Paper B1.1 
 
Exploring the impact of influential and contextual factors of a DProf 
work-based project 
 
Presenter – Shirley Allen, s.f.allen@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This presentation explores the impact of influential and contextual factors of 
my DProf work-based project. The project aims to support the development of 
Early Years teachers’ knowledge and understanding of ways in which they 
can overcome barriers to integrated working (IW), which is a complex area of 
professional practice. 
 
IW requires effective communication and co-ordination of professional 
services; this is of particular importance when staff are responding to issues of 
child abuse and neglect (Munro, 2011). The prevailing view that ‘children’s life 
chances are most heavily predicated on their development in the first five 
years of life’ (Field, 2010: P5) has led to an increased policy focus on Early 
Intervention (EI) within children’s services. EI is reliant on IW (Allen, 2011); 
there is an expectation that professionals have relevant knowledge and 
expertise to make appropriate judgments about children in their care so that 
any concerns are addressed or communicated to relevant external agencies 
(Munro, 2011). 
 
Whilst undertaking this project, I need to consider national and local 
educational policy contexts and the locality in which teachers work so that my 
project outcomes have relevant currency. As a practitioner researcher, I must 
also consider my positionality and maintain an awareness of potential 
influences on the research of my own conceptions and values, which are 
derived from my knowledge and experience of professional work in education 
(MacNaughton,Rolfe&Siraj-Blatchford, 2010). 
 
The influential and contextual factors of work-based research (including legal, 
professional and socio-cultural aspects) will be identified and discussed with 
reference to my experience. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper B1.2 
 
Academic support to non-specialist Mathematics and Statistics 
learners in Higher Education 
 
Presenter – Ashley (B.K.) Hoolash, b.hoolash@mdx.ac.mu 
 
One of my aims, as a Mathematician, is to help students behave as 
Mathematicians. Being a Mathematician does not only consist of 
studying Mathematics and related subjects (Statistics, Operations 
Research), but to also feel how Mathematics or Statistics work through 
our lives. We need to feel their presence around us. I believe once 
students feel this, they will progress in the subject. The first thing I did 
when I joined Middlesex University was to set up a Mathematics / 
Statistics Society. Its aim is to promote Mathematics and Statistics but 
more importantly, I wanted my students to bring their own experience 
to this academic Society. These experiences are examples of linking 
“Theoretical Mathematics” to “Real Life Mathematics”. Therefore, my 
aim is to come up with experiments such as that mentioned just above, 
and then to suggest ways to evaluate those experiments. They should 
be in line with the chapters which are taught in my classes. The aim is 
not only to validate what we learn in theory, but also by doing those 
experiments, students will be encouraged to use Mathematical and 
Statistical software and in the process, indulge in independent learning. 
I believe this is highly important, as it has been seen from a recent 
survey that 42% of Year 1 students, do not like Mathematics/Statistics, 
even though they have these modules in their syllabus. 
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Paper B1.3 
 
Case Study of the teaching and learning of Hebrew in a Jewish 
Primary School 
 
Presenter – Jo-Ann Myers, JM1538@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Can an innovative approach to the teaching of Hebrew in UK Jewish day 
schools revolutionize learning? Can we then draw on this approach to 
explore how language is taught and experienced by students in general? 
 
In our Jewish day schools, it has long been the case to separate the holy 
(Biblical) from the secular (Modern) Hebrew; the former being within the 
realms of Jewish Studies and the latter within Modern Foreign Languages. 
There are many historical, religious, political and systemic reasons as to 
why this is so and it has had a very regrettable impact on achievement. 
Are there difference forces at work that is resulting in a general decline in 
language learning in the UK? Can the Hebrew teaching experience shed 
some light on this? 
  
I am undertaking a research project to seize lost opportunities in order to 
improve the teaching and learning of Hebrew in our Jewish day schools in 
the UK.  
 
My presentation will focus on the following: 
 
The issue at hand: Understanding the prevailing rationale for maintaining 
separation. The case for creating integration. The slowly changing 
landscape. 
The research project: Context and background. The theoretical 
frameworks employed. Details of the chosen methodology and methods. 
Current point in the research. An initial insight into the findings of the 
project.  
Reflection of the process so far: Where I am now in my thinking. 
The future:What the future could look like. 
 
My research brings together three elements: Educational change, 
language development and curriculum innovation. With this, it has taken 
me down many pathways and disciplines including the nature of Biblical 
and Modern Hebrew, the theory and practice of teaching and learning, 
autobiography, curriculum design, the subjective in research and the 
crucial nature collaboration plays in language teaching and learning. 
 

 
 
Paper B1.4 
 
An evaluative case study of one group of Master’s Degree students 
following an ‘Educational Research Dissertation Module’ in Mauritius 
 
Presenter – Michael Hibbert, M.Hibbert@mdx.ac.uk 
 
A recent UNESCO report on Higher Education has studied the 
dramatic revolutionary advance of University Education throughout the 
world.  It talks of ‘massification’ and globalisation of the university 
student world.  Middlesex University has been an energetic player in 
this process with branch campuses in Malta, Dubai and Mauritius.  This 
has been made possible by the “new technologies” and the increasing 
acceptance of English as the ‘lingua franca’ of the scientific academic 
community.  Because we are so immersed in this process we may be 
less aware of some of the tensions and conflicts generated by our 
activity.  On the one hand the availability of higher education provides 
individuals with opportunity for social mobility but on the other hand the 
process can be seen as threatening to local culture and National 
autonomy. 
 
The Middlesex Masters Degree in Education (Management and 
Leadership) is being taken up by many of the Senior educationalists in 
Mauritius.  My study offers the opportunity to assess this experience at 
two levels.  Firstly, is this particular M.A. ‘fit for purpose’?  Will the 
outcome be worthwhile for the University, the University staff, the 
educational administration of Mauritius, the student participants and 
ultimately their own students?  Is it satisfying the employment needs of 
all stakeholders?  Secondly, it is an opportunity to evaluate how this 
and other educational experiences are seen within a linguistic, cultural 
and communal framework.  Is the globalised educational revolution 
carrying with it any other values beyond the instrumental and economic?  
 
Are we doing good or are we doing damage?    
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Paper B1.5 
 
Does the magnitude of semantic priming differ for monolingual and 
bilinguals? Evidence from adult Russian-English speakers 
 
Presenter – Evgenia Volkovyskaya, E.Volkovyskaya@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Semantic priming has been the topic of much psycholinguistic research 
in the past 40 years and has been demonstrated to be an inherent 
entity of the cognitive system in which semantically related items 
(doctor-nurse) are processed faster and more accurately than 
semantically unrelated items (doctor-butter) (see Neely, 1977 and 
Hutchison, 2003 for reviews). Although much attention has been paid 
in understanding semantic priming in monolinguals and bilinguals, this 
is the first report to examine a) whether and b) the extent to which 
bilingualism would modify semantic priming effect. The aim of the 
current study was to examine the effect of L2 (English) on the 
magnitude of semantic priming on L1 (Russian) in a naming task by 
comparing RTs in monolingual and bilingual adult Russian speakers. In 
Experiment 1, a total of 20 monolingual native Russian speaking 
university students were asked to name related and unrelated targets 
in a list consisting of 21 semantically related pairs [врач (doctor)-
медсестра (nurse)] and [собака (dog)-кошка (cat)] and 21 unrelated 
pairs [врач (doctor) – кошка(cat)] using SuperLab. As predicted, the 
findings showed a significant semantic priming effect. In Experiment 2, 
a total of 20 bilingual Russian-English speaking university students 
were asked to name targets presented in the same language as the 
prime. The list for bilinguals contained 84 trials, including 21 
semantically related pairs ("doctor-nurse," "dog-cat") in Russian [врач 
(doctor)-медсестра (nurse)] and 21 semantically related pairs in 
English; 21 unrelated pairs formed by re-pairing the stimuli in the 
related cases (e.g., "doctor-cat", "dog-nurse") in Russian [врач (doctor) 
– кошка (cat)] and 21 unrelated similar pairs in English. 
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Paper C1.1 
 
The brain’s braking system and how it affects the way we speak 
 
Presenter - Malgorzata Korko, M.Korko@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This proposed talk will explore the role and mechanisms of inhibition – the brain’s 
braking system – in spoken language production.  
 
Evidence gathered through observational and experimental studies suggests that 
language production is a competitive process. As we conceptualise what to say 
and retrieve relevant lexical entries from our mental dictionaries, a cohort of 
related concepts and their corresponding lexical representations are activated, 
competing for the speaker’s attention. Given such a competitive nature of 
language production, how do we effectively select the intended item? 
  
Based on models of visual selective attention, it has been posited that target 
selection is a dual process that operates on both attended and ignored 
information. In other words, not only are the intended representations purposely 
selected, but the irrelevant ones are also actively suppressed. So much so, that 
once inhibited, subsequent processing of these representations is visibly 
compromised – a phenomenon known as negative priming. The paradigm has 
been used extensively in visual attention research, but has not been 
systematically explored in the context of language production.  

 
The aim of this study will be to experimentally induce inhibition using the negative 
priming paradigm and investigate what effect such active suppression may have 
on subsequent language processing. What is inhibited when the speaker selects 
the intended word, and how far in the lexical network does such inhibition spread? 
The study will attempt to answer the question of whether inhibition is applied 
solely to immediate concepts and their lexical representations, or to other 
semantically, syntactically, phonologically and otherwise associatively related 
nodes.  
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Paper C1.2 
 
Architecture for Public Safety Network Using D2D Communication 
 
Presenter – Kamran Ali, KA810@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Information and communication technologies (ICT) provide vital services and 
systems for our daily lives as well as in emergency and disaster situations. 
Natural disasters like earthquakes, floods and tsunamis are occurring from 
time to time in many places around the world. The need for communication 
and other types of ICT services is very high after such events. The 
communication infrastructure is often damaged to large extents, making 
services unavailable or at least heavily congested. Therefore, a number of 
activities, research efforts and standardisation have been started quite 
recently in the area of disaster-resilient communication. Standardisation 
activities such as ITU-T Focus Group on Disaster Relief System and already 
existing and providing solutions in the area is the ETSI TETRA standard, 
which currently is being developed further. Meanwhile Long Term Evolution 
(LTE) also started work on critical communication to launch Proximity Services 
(ProSe) and Group calls. 
 
The underlying idea is to proposed disaster communication system by using 
devices-to-device (D2D) communication. With the development of mobile 
communication, LTE is getting very common. The idea to take full advantage 
of cellular spectrum resources; a new communication technology D2D which 
has attracted widespread attention. D2D communication technology is a 
means of communication where two user equipments (UEs) establish a direct 
link without the need to go through the forwarding process by the base station. 
 
In this research article, we are considering two scenarios and key 
requirements with solutions. We propose public safety network architecture, 
using D2D communication system. After the best relay node is determined, we 
take transmission capacity into consideration in the system and how relaying 
node helps to cover communication with D2D while in the coverage or range 
extension scenario.  Simulation results show that we can increase the outage 
probability and enhance the performance of D2D communication system 
during disaster situation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Paper C1.3 
 
Predicting team performances in professional rugby league: a pilot 
study 
 
Presenter – Nimai Parmar, N.Parmar@mdx.ac.uk 
 
There have been investigations to predict winning and losing performance in 
soccer (Harrop and Nevill, 2014), however, there are no similar approaches 
published for professional rugby league. Therefore this study will use linear 
regression to predict points difference, which gives more meaningful 
information on the margin between the two teams points, in professional rugby 
league matches. 
 
Methods 
Opta rugby league data collected from all 27 rounds of the 2014 Super 
League season amounting to 189 matches (378 team performances) were 
extracted from Opta data sheets using visual basic programming and 
processed in Microsoft Excel. A comprehensive list of 39 action variables were 
included for analysis.  Action variables that related directly to points scored 
such as tries and conversions were removed where appropriate. Linear 
regression with Backwards stepwise method was selected with points 
difference being the dependent variable. 
 
Results  
Backwards-stepwise linear regression was used to assess the ability of action 
variables to predict the points difference in professional rugby league matches. 
The final model had 14 action variables with an R2 value of .79 (F= 97.630, p 
< .001). This means that 79% of the variance in points difference can be 
predicted by this model.  
 
Discussion & Conclusion 
This model has been able to predict a large amount of the variance in points 
difference of professional rugby league matches. Future research should 
analyse more matches, cross-validate the models across seasons, and 
investigate the points difference that is left unaccounted for in the model.  
 
References 
Harrop, K., & Nevill, A. (2014). Performance indicators that predict success in 
an English professional League One soccer team. International Journal of 
Performance Analysis in Sport, 14(3), 907-920. 
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Paper C1.4 
 
Analysis of Seamless Vehicle to Roadside (V2I) Communication: 
Exploring RoadSide Unit (RSU) Communication Ranges & Handover 
Strategies for VANET Systems 
 
Presenter – Arindam Ghosh, A.Ghosh@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Vehicular ad hoc networks are attracting greater commercial interest. 
Current research, however, has not adequately captured the real-world 
constraints in Vehicular ad hoc networks handover techniques. 
Therefore, in order to have the best practice for Vehicular ad hoc 
network services, it is necessary to have seamless connectivity for 
optimal coverage and ideal channel utilisation. Due to the high velocity 
of vehicles and smaller coverage distances, there are serious 
challenges in providing seamless handover from one Roadside Unit to 
another. To analyse these effects a concept called Network Dwell Time 
from the Y-Comm architecture is used. Simulation studies were used to 
investigate the Network Dwell Time concept in Vehicular ad hoc 
networks and also investigated the effects of overlapping two Roadside 
Unit coverages in providing a reliable communication. This study is 
based on observing the cumulative effect of beaconing in addition to 
the probability of successful reception as well as how these probability 
distributions are affected by the velocity of the vehicle. This provides 
more insight into Roadside Unit deployment strategies and how to 
support life critical applications. This work is carried out in depth to 
support the proactive handover and proactive resource allocation 
strategies advocated by the Y-Comm architecture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Paper C1.5 
 
Size and Resources Limitations within Teams  
 
Presenter – Lara Ezquerra Guerra, LE207@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The impact of team composition, group size and rewards on 
productivity has been extensively examined in economics, 
management and psychology. Yet little has been done to unravel the 
link between team productivity, group size, resource limitations and 
work experience at the same time. We ran an experiment using and 
airplane building activity (a la Bergstrom and Miller, 1999) performed 
by our first year students. In each session groups were randomly 
formed. The number of group members gives us the labour 
endowment  while each group is also assigned a certain amount of 
capital to complete the activity. We find that resource limitations 
progressively affect team production in a negative manner. The greater 
is the disparity between group size and resource availability, more 
adverse is the effect on per capita output. We also observe that 
whatever their limitations may be groups improve their performance 
with experience. Still, experience by itself is not enough to overcome 
the coordination problem that resourced constrained groups face. 
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Paper D1.1 
 
Curating Photography in Digital Age: New Challenges and Case Study 
of “Blog Re-blog” 
 
Presenter - Paulius Petraitis, projectedyeah@gmail.com 
 
This paper examines how exhibitions can both formally and conceptually 
reflect the changing face of the photographic landscape, bringing curators 
into an active discussion on the shifting stability of photographic imagery, 
through a case study of “Blog Re-blog” project. The sweeping advance with 
which digital technologies have entered into our daily lives has altered all 
spheres of photographic production and reception. As theorists have argued 
(Hand 2012), today photography functions in a profoundly expanded field. 
The screen-based culture (Dewdney 2013: 95-112) marred with Internet 
platforms – such as Tumblr, Flickr, and Instagram – offer new ways for the 
sharing and viewing of photographs. 
 
The vastly enlarged functionality, as well as the ubiquity, of a network-
empowered art photograph poses a challenge to the traditional notion of 
curating photographic images. The question arises: how to account for the 
dramatic change in exhibitions, from a curatorial perspective? Despite the 
palpably felt fact that the landscape has shifted, the absolute majority of 
photography exhibitions still rely on a time honoured tradition of wall-hanged 
prints and the idea of a contemplating viewer looking at them. 
 
“Blog Re-Blog” (Austin Center for Photography, 2014; curated by Max 
Marshall and Paulius Petraitis) was initiated in a response to the challenges 
of curating photography in a network-empowered culture. Two hundred 
projected photographic images were selected in a process that consciously 
mimics the process of “re-blogging”: two groups of one hundred 
photographers were randomly paired together and given a task to select an 
image from each other’s online portfolio to be exhibited. “Blog Re-Blog” 
deliberately aims to reflect the online culture of post-curatorship, underlining 
the ways images are circulated, and problematizing the notions of authorship, 
curatorship and crediting in the digital landscape of photography. 
 
 

 
 
Paper D1.2 
 
Bodyscreen: Outlining Process Methods 
 
Presenter – Lotti (Charlotte) Nichol, CN447@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Our interaction with screens has become a culturally pervasive phenomenon. 
Don Ihde (1993,p.29) suggests that ‘new directions and possibilities’ can be 
formed from the varying modes of attention that exist at the intersection of the 
screen. Ingrid Richardson refers to the term ‘corporeal schema’ (2007,p.207) 
when addressing our embodied strategies of screen encounter. She identifies 
a relationship between devices and modes of encounter that suggests 
concern over embodiment and perception.  
 
This research paper outlines an inquiry into body and screen that questions 
the nature of embodiment at the intersection of screen encounter through 
creative practice and performance making. Identifying myself as practitioner 
researcher (Nelson: 2013,p.90), I will highlight the importance of the context of 
a hybrid multi-media practice and its potential to elucidate such research 
concerns surrounding the screen. 
 
Clarifying a working methodology based on heuristic inquiry (Moustakas:1990) 
and extended by Key and Kerr’s (2011) inter-subjective approach to heuristics, 
this paper will detail the role of somatic methods in creating screen-based 
work. By examining such work, the conceptual themes of Iterative Terms; 
Bodyscreening; Relational Fluidities and A Politic of Screen Practice will be 
explained in connection with embodied modes of engagement with screen. 
This paper will conclude with an identification of research outcomes that work 
towards the re-consideration of corporeal knowledge at the site of the screen.   
 
Works Cited 
Ihde, D. (1993) Postphenomenology: Essays in the Postmodern Context. 
Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press. 
Key, D. and Kerr, M. (2011) The Ouroboros (Part 2): Towards an 
intersubjective-heuristic method for ecopsychology research. European 
Journal of Ecopsychology. 1 (2), pp.61-75. 
Moustakas, C. (1990) Heuristic Research: Design, Methodology, and 
Applications. California : Sage. 
Nelson, (2013) Supervision, Documentation and Other Aspects of Praxis. In: 
Nelson, R. (ed.) Practice as Research in the Arts: Principles, Protocols, 
Pedagogies, Resistances. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp.71-92. 
Richardson, I. (2007) Pocket technospaces: The bodily incorporation of mobile 
media. The Australian Journal of Media and Culture. 21 (2), pp.205-1 
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Paper D1.3 
 
Lessons learnt from in-the-wild design experiments with online video 
connectivity 
 
Presenter - Marianne Markowski, AM542@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This talk reflects on key experiences collected, strategies developed 
and lessons learnt from conducting in-the-wild design experiments 
involving online live video connecting two spaces. The explorative 
experiments were part of an investigation into the question of how 
online social interaction may be designed when addressing the 
connectivity of older (starting from 65 years old and older). Using 
constructive design research as methodology an online communication 
system employing live video and a television metaphor (the Teletalker) 
was built. The Teletalker and the follow-on prototype, the Telewalker, 
were used as tools to stimulate participation and feedback from the 
community. The Teletalker was deployed ‘in-the-wild’ in 3 instances, 
connecting public areas of the Middlesex University Hendon campus 
and Age UK day centres in London. The Telewalker was 
collaboratively designed with staff and charity volunteers from two 
London care homes and evaluated by Age UK day centre clients.  
Between the experiments, iterations to the prototypes and set-up took 
place in response to feedback from participants and the researcher’s 
in-the-wild observations. The design process was constantly evolving, 
reflecting on assumptions and new insights gained whilst dealing with 
unexpected events that occur in the real world. This talk draws out the 
considerations and strategies applied when conducting in-the-wild 
research, particularly when addressing the group of older people. It 
concludes by highlighting the complexities of conducting in-the-wild 
experiments for social interactions and their impact on the decision-
making process during the design experiments as well as on 
subsequent design decisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Paper D1.4 
 
Low complexity sub-block perceptual video coding 
 
Presenter – Yetish G. Joshi, Y.Joshi@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Video is increasingly being used in a variety of scenarios, be it on 
portable devices, via online/on-demand services, for personal 
communications or via unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). 
Coupled with this, is the need for perceptual evaluation to ensure the 
perceptual integrity of the video sequence is maintained. 
 
Combining these two aspects difficult, as challenges related to the 
complexity of the perceptual algorithm restrict its adoption. 
Existing solutions minimise overall complexity by focusing on making 
the quantisation perceptually aware. 
 
This negates how video encoding operates, which involves assessing 
each candidate for their individual merits within each sub-block. As 
such, current perceptual models are restricted to the block level and 
assume that the original source or a model is sufficient to append 
perceptual solutions. 
 
This restriction to the block level via perceptual quantisation results in 
minimal perceptual video coding occurring, which depends upon 
existing non-perceptual distortion and activity assessment. 
The current situation is due to the perceptual algorithm's use of 
statistical based calculations, and also due to the high complexity 
associated to make the perceptual score compatible with existing 
solutions. 
 
This presentation will introduce a perceptual distortion and activity 
assessment that can operate at the sub-block for each candidate 
during the later stages of encoding, in mode-decision and in rate-
control. 
 
It does this by combining several perceptual techniques in a low 
complexity manner. As a result this can affect the bit distribution within 
a frame by its perceptual activity significance, and the block partitioning 
by its perceptual distortion significance. 
 



 
 

28 

 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
SESSION A1 

17th June 2015 
2.00pm – 3.40pm 

Room CG77 (College Building) 
State of Being 

Paper A1.6 
 
Narrative and Method. Exploring young people’s aspirations through 
comparing, contrasting and integrating narratives elicited through 
different data collection methods 
 
Presenter – Magdolna Lőrinc, m.lorinc@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This paper presents the findings of the first phase of a longitudinal qualitative 
study that explores how young people construct their educational and 
occupational aspirations and what type of resources – informational, 
emotional and financial assets – they consider necessary and utilise in this 
process. The findings are set against the backdrop of an epistemological - 
methodological inquiry concerning the limitations of purely language based 
data collection methods in education research, and the scope for integrating 
them with creative approaches.  
 
Data was collected in two waves. First, 14 semi-structured interviews and 4 
focus group disussions were conducted with young people aged 16-18 in 
formal settings - their schools or at Middlesex University. Few months later, 
some participants were re-invited to take part in respondent controlled photo-
elicitation interview sessions to discuss pictures they have taken to represent 
aspects of their future aspirations. The photo-elicited narratives are compared 
and contrasted with data obtained through formal semi-structured interviews. 
This way, we seek to understand the extent to which young people develop 
emotional commitment to their verbally expressed aspirations. Employing 
participatory creative methods is expected to engage young people’s deep-
seated, ‘real’ ambitions, bypassing a verbal response that might only be a 
performative narrative expected from them by their schools, career advisers 
and parents, and well-rehearsed during career-guidance sessions. 
 
The paper has grown out of the author’s doctoral research study, which is 
embedded in the project Reducing Early School Leaving in Europe (RESL.eu), 
funded by the European Commission through the Seventh Framework Project 
(FP7). 
 
 
 

 
 
Paper A1.7 
 
The role of a community in response to failures in the psychic 
environment 
 
Presenter – Kate Brown, KB828@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This presentation discusses a case study of my recently finished PhD 
research on Dance Performance in cyberspace, for the School of 
Media and Performing arts (submission March 2015). This is an 
exemplary and innovative artwork, in technical and conceptual terms, 
that uses new media as a means of creative production and 
presentation in a virtual environment, exploring telepresence and body 
movement as a primary agent that enables communication with others 
and self-awareness. Me and My Shadow (Hyde, 2012, UK) is an 
installation, where visitors participate in an international encounter that 
occurs on a shared online environment, connected through portals 
from different cities (London, Paris, Istanbul, Brussels). Recurring to 
theoretical writings about dance, performance and new media, I shall 
be looking at how this artwork creates a mixed reality ‘place’ and 
employs the notions of performer and performance as means of self-
representation and social interaction in cyberspace.   
 
My report and analysis are the result of a qualitative research based on 
case study design with a constructivist agenda to map and discuss a 
new area of knowledge, I will be addressing the qualities of the work in 
terms of the expert-making involved in a technological and aesthetic 
product. 
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Paper A1.8 
 
Joy and laughter in the therapy room: a grounded theory study 
 
Presenter – Elena Arora, EA832@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The purpose of this research project is to study a therapist’s 
experience of joy and laughter during therapy sessions when 
experienced simultaneously with their clients. In the context of this 
study joy and laughter are defined as heightened positive affective 
moments that play an important part in organisation of interactive 
encounters between individuals. When these moments occur in 
therapy, many theorists describe them as nonlinear, surprising and, 
often, transformative. Furthermore, these moments are considered to 
be at the core of the process of therapeutic change. 
 
The aim of this research project is to describe and to explain therapist’s 
subjective experience of shared moments of joy and laughter during 
therapeutic hour. Grounded Theory methodology has been chosen to 
conduct this study as its principles are aligned with the purpose and 
aim of this project. An in-depth account of the phenomenon 
experienced by the participants will be produced with a view to 
generate a theory that would help other practitioners to understand the 
place and the role of the phenomenon in question within a therapeutic 
process. 
 
Furthermore, whilst heightened affective moments have been 
addressed theoretically within the field of counselling psychology and 
psychotherapy, no empirical data beyond observational studies of 
mother and infant interactions has been produced. In addition, positive 
heightened affective moments such as joy and laughter and, their 
implications for the process of therapy have not received much 
theoretical or empirical acknowledgement as opposed to negative 
heightened affective moments. Therefore, this research project will 
attempt to fulfil this gap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Paper A1.9 
 
A New Generation of Dance Artists – Dance 
 
Presenter – Victor Fung, victorfung1120@hotmail.com 
 
This paper draws upon recent debates regarding the standard of 
contemporary dance training in the UK in an attempt to illustrate the 
shift in dance training for young talents and its possible implication to 
the overall dance ecology. Three leading choreographers (Akram Khan, 
Lloyd Newson and Hofesh Shechter) issued a joint statement in April 
2015 expressing their concern over not being able to find UKtrained 
dancers of sufficient calibre for the their companies; that recent 
graduates lack 'rigour, technique and performance skills'. On the other 
hand, Kenneth Tharp, Chief Executive of The Place, points out that 
dance training in dance conservatoires such as London Contemporary 
Dance School prepare students with a range of skills that equips them 
to work in the ever-broadening field of dance. This paper examines the 
curriculum of the national Centre for Advanced Training (CAT) in dance, 
a prevocational programme that caters for the training of young talents 
aged 11-18, and argues that the type of education for young talents in 
dance has shifted far beyond that of merely training performers. From 
a young age, students are trained to be dance artists with a wide range 
of skills. This shift in training for young talents is perhaps one of the 
factors that contribute to the rise of a new generation of dance artists 
who wants to, in their words, 'do their own thing'. 
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Paper A1.10 
 
Extimacy Dramaturgy - staging self as another from oneself 
 
Presenter – Eduardo Rosa, eduardo.a.rosa.s@gmail.com 
 
This PhD research questions how to generate a dramaturgy from the 
intimacy of one’s own movement arising as an exteriority of a staged 
self. It shapes three layers of a sponge, absorving by its porous flows 
from different fields experienced. First layer sponge is experiences with 
Franco-argentinian physical theater director and psychoanalist Berta 
Roth (Dramaturgy of embodied text) and different body-mind 
anthropological practices (Psychoanalyses, Hatha Yoga, Hoasca-
Union of the Plants, Dance improvisation and Composition) as well as 
the somatic practice of G.D.S. Muscle Chains Method informing dance 
practice. Plus it is informed through Ciane Fernandes’ Somatic-
Performative Approach as a practice as research in Performing Arts. 
My hypothesis is that the intimacy generated by witnessing one’s own 
movement and letting oneself be led by it is a way to create a 
dramaturgy as an exteriority of a staged self. Second layer sponge is 
methodology, absorbing the flow of different works that I have 
developed and participated last 6 years – urban exploration work, 
scenic installation, artistic residencies and performance laboratory. 
This absorption, as a reenactment, will bring from inside these 
practices the third layer sponge as both Extimacy Dramaturgy thesis 
and scenic installation to be named as The sponge wich became 
someone as outcomes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
SESSION B1 

17th June 2015 
2.00pm – 3.20pm 

Room CG76 (College Building) 
Education and Language 

Paper B1.6 
 
A dialectical approach to actor training 
 
Presenter – Eve Wedderburn, e.wedderburn@btopenworld.com 
 
Arianne Mnouchkine’s response1 to a question proposing the end of history positions the 
theatre itself as a dialectical mechanism: more than a frame within which a dialectical 
discourse might be staged (and contained) theatre is the initiator of the dialectic, a crack or 
contradicition2 in cultural production which inevitably leads to critique, resistance and 
renewal. In this paper, I examine the role of training for performance as a constituent of 
such a process in the light of recent and contemporary practices which primarily seek to 
discipline the body of the actor to ‘act without having to think’ in order that ‘scenic behaviour’ 
become ‘tacit knowledge’.3 I argue that such approaches do attempt the ‘end to history’ 
warned of by Mnouchkine, in the first place affected by a ‘loss of language’ of the social 
body; and in the second place by failing to initiate a critique of the idealised body of training. 
In light of these arguments I propose a training for performance which positions the body’s 
failure and resistance as a form of social knowledge that can initiate a dialectical process for 
performance making. I propose a dialectical body; a body which is a grain of sand in the 
work of performer training and which ‘tells us of the enemy within ourselves’ by refusing, 
resisting, reframing and reshaping the normative coercions of training as a mechanism for 
the cultural production of bodies.  
 
1. “The end of history? That amuses me. Saying this, one risks the loss of language and the loss of the 
possibility of thinking; one risks becoming more and more passive, able to be bought and sold […] 
Theatre is doubtless the most fragile of the arts, the theatre public is now really a very small group, but 
the theatre keeps reminding us of the possibility to collectively seek the histories of the people and to tell 
them. […] The contradictions, the battles of power, and the split in ourselves will always exist. I think the 
theatre best tells us of the enemy in ourselves. Yes, theatre is a grain of sand in the works.” Arianne 
Mnouchkine q. in Williams, D. The Theatre Du Soleil Sourcebook 
(1999) London: Routledge pp. x 
 
2. “[…] the point of dialectical analysis is to demonstrate how every phenomenon, everything that 
happens, fails in its own way, implies a crack, antagonism, imbalance, in its very heart.” Slavoj Zizeck: 
Less Than Nothing: Hegel and the Shadow of Dialectical Materialism (2012) London: Verso pp 8 
 
3. Every type of corporeal training tends to strengthen certain patterns or  
plans of action which enable us to act without having to think about how to put them into practice. […] To 
learn the actor’s  craft means to incorporate certain competences, skills, ways of thinking and behaving 
that, on stage, become ‘second nature’, to use the words of Stanislavsky and Copeau. For the trained 
actor, scenic behaviour becomes just as ‘’spontaneous’ as daily behaviour. […] 
It is the result of a process that rebuilds a dynamic equivalent to that which governs our daily 
behaviour… The balance between that which we are aware that we know and that which we know 
without  knowing it: our tacit knowledge.” Eugenio Barba and Nicola Savarese A Dictionary of Theatre 
Anthropology: The Secret Art of the Performer (2005) 2nd Edition: Taylor and Francis pp 121.  
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Paper B1.7 
 
Irony Comprehension in second language 
 
Presenter – Naoko Togame, N.Togame@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This talk presents results from two experiments investigating the 
comprehension of irony by second-language of English from Japan. 
The results contradict findings from earlier studies (Bouton 1999, Lee 
2002, Manowong 2011) which, it is argue here, were developed based 
on inadequate theoretical frameworks and which, as a result, were 
methodologically flawed. This study reported here is based on account 
of irony developed within relevance theory (Clark 2013, Sperber & 
Wilson 1995, Wilson & Sperber 2012, Wilson 2014). The two 
experiments investigated the extent to which the responses of 
Japanese speakers of English to potentially ironic utterances were 
similar or different to those of native speakers. The first experiment, 
using an online questionnaire, tested recognition of ironic speaker’s 
attitudes. In contrast to earlier studies, the results showed no 
significant differences between the responses of native speakers and 
Japanese speakers. The second experiment focused on the effects of 
the speaker’s tone of voice (prosody). Auditory materials were used 
with manipulation of the speaker’s tone of voice and aspects of the 
context. This produced nine experimental conditions. Statistical tests 
revealed different trends in interpretation for the two sample groups, 
suggesting different effects on the interaction of the speaker’s tone of 
voice and the context. These results propose conclusions different 
form those of previous studies. While prosodic patterns affect the 
interpretations of Japanese speakers differently from those of native 
speakers, this is not an indication that non-native speakers do not 
understand ironical utterances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Paper B1.8 
 
How opening the ears changes the mind and provides new materials 
for the creative imagination 
 
Presenter – Garth Knox, GK389@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
My creative research on violin playing techniques with a view to 
producing new music based on these techniques has led me to reflect 
on the relationship between perception, imagination and invention.  
 
All artistic activities are concerned with perception, and in the musical 
field, microphones and computers have enabled us to capture, observe 
and analyze sound as never before. Altering our perception of sound 
opens up new possibilities of sound production, and these sound 
possibilities stimulate the creative imagination of the composer.  
 
I would like to demonstrate in this presentation, in a very concrete and 
pragmatic way, using live performance and spectrograph projections, 
how certain aspects of sound can be identified, enhanced and 
harnessed to produce new artistic objects. To fully illustrate my 
approach, I will present three of my new violin studies, explaining the 
origins, ideas, and the compositional process of these pieces. I will 
also talk about my studio-based research techniques and methodology, 
to include a discussion of the role of improvisation in written 
composition, and some interrogations on the subject of notation. 
 
I aim to highlight aspects of my research, which may be of interest to 
researchers from other disciplines, in the hope of stimulating common 
reflection on shared concerns. 
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Paper B1.9 
 
Ethical dimensions within programme development as a doctoral study 
 
Presenter  – Marion Taylor, MT805@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The role of the insider-researcher is well documented and it poses an 
interesting academic debate and frequent ‘pause-points’ for doctoral 
students such as myself undertaking research within their own area of 
practice. This paper will explore some of these ‘pause-points’ within my 
own study, which is focussed on developing a unique APEL and 
Transition route for Overseas Trained Nurses to gain professional 
registration as a nurse in the UK. The ethical dimensions of this relate 
to my multiple roles within this development, including those of Director 
of Programmes, Module and pathway developer, Mentor to the Module 
Leader, Personal and Professional Development Tutor, Researcher, 
and of being a white researcher within a non-white cohort of students. I 
also have a responsibility to report on the success (or otherwise) of the 
study to the various internal and external stakeholders. This provides a 
potential power dynamic; my academic role and responsibility for 
assessment and any disciplinary issues, and the student’s desire and 
need to pass the module. The paper will explore how this risk was 
minimised using good ethical principles. Slightly less tangible is the 
internal dynamic around my professional desire for the module to do 
well, and be reported favourably to stakeholders in the context of my 
potential research findings. It is well documented that the only routes to 
UK registration for overseas trained nurses have been previously 
identified as flawed and frustrating for those nurses and the hospitals 
employing them. It is hoped this model provides a relevant and positive 
experience for the participants and assists in promoting acceptable 
ethical principles. 
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Paper C1.6 
 
Value creation through derivatives use: A review of theoretical and 
empirical evidence up to date 
 
Presenter – Huong Trang Kim, H.Kim@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This paper reviews the theories of value creation through derivatives 
use, discuss how these theories have been assessed in the empirical 
literature and whether the theories underpin what is observed in 
practice. Even though theoretical researchers suggest that derivatives 
usage can enhance the value of the firm by alleviating the costs arising 
from several market imperfections, the existing evidence is not quite 
consistent among empirical studies up to date. Therefore, we critically 
examines the existing literature over a few last decades from 1993 to 
present, which has focused on testing the various theories of value 
creation through hedging, and the extent to which it supports or refutes 
them by reviewing the proxy variables used to test these hypotheses. 
We find that several variables such as leverage, dividend, liquidity, and 
size are used as proxies in tests of more than one hypothesis. Thus, it 
leads to complexity in interpreting results and makes analyses less 
powerful. Moreover, we indicate that recent studies, considering new 
explanations for firms’ incentives to use derivatives, also provide 
overall mixed results at best. Consequently, our comprehensive review 
argues that it is necessary to improve traditional theories of value 
creation through hedging, as well as the variables to measure 
determinants of derivatives use. 
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Paper C1.7 
 
The Troubled Identity of Corporate Identity 
 
Presenter – Luke Devereux, L.Devereux@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The importance of corporate identity is increasing in the marketing 
industry (Powell 2011; Suvatjis et al. 2012). This is especially so with 
developments in social media and mobile technology (Flatt 2013; 
Bruce & Solomon 2013). The corporate element of organisations is 
also gaining interest in the academic world (He 2008). However, one 
thing that has perhaps proved detrimental to the development of the 
construct is its confusion with corporate branding (Vella & Melewar 
2008). Therefore, with its importance increasing it seems that now is a 
pertinent time, to examine the distinction between the two.  
 
The notion of place, space and location can act as a possible 
foundation from which to separate corporate identity from corporate 
branding. The mere fact that an organisation has a place, space and 
location in the world implies that it has some form of existence, and 
thus identity. Viewing the organisation through this existential lens can 
act as a starting point to separate it from corporate branding. Based 
upon a multidisciplinary review of the literature a model has been 
constructed to portray these inherent differences.  
The theoretical implications of this research are to introduce clarity to 
these constructs but also to act as a further inspiration for future 
research by bringing in multidisciplinary views to the corporate identity 
debate. 
 
Managerial implications include firstly highlighting to an organisation 
what it is that constitutes either of these constructs, but also displaying 
that an identity problem is very different to a brand problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Paper C1.8 
 
A Conceptual Model of Individual and Organizational Antecedents to 
Knowledge Management 
 
Presenter – Muhammad Abdul Basit Memon, M.Memon@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The importance of organizational knowledge sharing and knowledge 
management has been documented in numerous research studies in 
available literature (Kogut & Zander, 1992; Grant, 1996a; Spender, 
1996; von Krogh, 1998; Argote et al., 2000; Eisenhardt & Santos, 2002; 
Mooradian et al., 2006), since knowledge sharing has been recognized 
as a founding pillar for superior organizational performance and as a 
source of gaining competitive advantage (De Carolis, 2003; Grant, 
1996; Bell, 1973; Drucker, 1993; Reich, 1991). Built on this, most of the 
successful organizations perceive knowledge management and 
knowledge sharing as a concern of high strategic importance (Boisot, 
1998; Grant, 1996a, 1997; Spender, 1996; Kogut & Zander, 1992) and 
spend huge amounts on the effective management and sharing of 
organizational knowledge (King, 2006; Wang and Noe, 2010; Babcock, 
2004). However, despite some very serious endeavors, many firms fail 
to capitalize on the benefits of knowledge sharing because of being 
unaware of the individual characteristics, interpersonal, organizational 
and contextual factors that influence knowledge sharing (Carter & 
Scarbrough, 2001; Voelpel, Dous, & Davenport, 2005); simply the 
antecedent to knowledge sharing. This paper is an endeavor to discuss 
a conceptual framework of the individual and organizational 
antecedents to knowledge sharing in the light of the available literature 
and empirical evidence. This framework not only can help in getting 
familiarity and comprehension on the subject matter by presenting a 
holistic view of the antecedents to knowledge sharing as discussed in 
the literature, but also can help in conducting both qualitative as well 
and quantitative research. Additionally, this framework can help in 
designing an instrument for conducting survey on the topic of individual 
and organizational antecedents to knowledge sharing. 
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Paper C1.9 
 
Investigating the deployment of Electronic Customer Relationship 
Management readiness and maturity models in Iranian Banking 
Industry 
 
Presenter – Farzad Tahmasebi Aria, F.Aria@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Electronic Customer Relationship Management (e-CRM) has become 
the latest paradigm in the world of customer relationship management 
and is a combination of software, hardware, application and 
management commitment (Dyché, 2001). E-CRM has been defined as 
an integral part of online distribution and marketing that expands the 
traditional CRM techniques by integrating technologies of new 
electronic channels, such as Web, Wireless, and voice technologies, 
and combining them with e-business application into the overall CRM 
strategy of an enterprise (Sivarak, Krairit and Tang, 2011). The goal of 
e-CRM is to improve customer service, retain valuable customers, and 
to aid in providing analytical capabilities. Today, there is a huge 
competition in banking industry and banks want to survive in this 
competition environment and fighting competition is vital for the 
profitability and ultimate survival of banks. Therefore, to survive in this 
competitive environment banks need to build long-term relationship 
with customers. Due to the lack of consistent approaches in assessing 
e-CRM readiness and maturity models in Iranian banks and 
considering the developing countries may face additional difficulties in 
deployment of e-CRM solutions it is necessary to propose a readiness 
and maturity framework for banks in Iran. This research aims to 
investigate the deployment of e-CRM readiness and maturity models in 
Iranian banking industry by identifying variables and existing e-CRM 
frameworks and models for deploy from literature and find the gap in 
current e-CRM frameworks and finally propose a model. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Paper C1.10 
 
Event-Based Wireless and Sensor Network Testbed 
 
Presenter – Maher Ali AlRantisi, rantisi@yahoo.com 
 
Wireless Sensor Network (WSN) technology promises to allow users to 
monitor fine-grained, dynamic changes in an outdoor landscape. Such 
systems can be used to improve the local environment but there are 
significant problems to be overcome in translating this vision into 
working systems. In pervious phases of this project we modified an 
existing routing protocol Named Ad hoc on-demand multipath distance 
vector routing AOMDV to become an event-driven (the event is RAIN) 
and robust routing protocol. Also we test this protocol by using NS2 
simulator. 
 
This paper outlines the challenges and describes the issues involved in 
the deployment of wireless sensor networks TestBed and showing the 
enhancement of Network throughput and delay before and after deploy 
the modified AOMDV on the network. 
This TestBed will be tested in real field and collect the soil moisture 
data and send it to main station DB.  
This paper outlines the challenges in supporting such an environment 
and demonstrates a solution approach based on the build of a TestBed 
sensor network.  
 
Five libeluim Motes, soil moisture and raining sensors will be use in the 
deployment of this project, In addition Sony Lithium battery and 
Libeluim Solar batteries will be used to achieve the robustness of 
wireless sensor networks TestBed. 
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Paper D1.6 
 
Trolling: Issues with Research in the Online World 
 
Presenter – Ellouise Long, e.long@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Research in the online world is an ever changing and increasingly 
complicated field. At the forefront are issues surrounding ethics, 
freedom of speech and the implications of our digital footprint. Internet 
trolling, as a relatively new phenomenon, is scarcely understood and 
presents many challenges. Research around internet trolling is limited 
despite there being political and media interest. Due to its nature, the 
scarce literature that does exist is interdisciplinary and can be found 
within subjects such as Media, Psychology, Computing and Language 
studies. A cross discipline approach is therefore critical for developing 
a foundation of knowledge within the field. Current definitions of trolling 
are broad, and tend to oversimplify the term; hence a key component 
of this research is to develop a comprehensive, but nuanced definition 
of internet trolling. Trolling activity, often takes many forms with varying 
levels of seriousness and therefore it is important to differentiate 
between these types. The media is a prime example of this 
oversimplification, often using trolling as an umbrella term for any 
unwanted online behaviour. Recent calls for changes in legislation (e.g. 
increasing the maximum sentence for trolling) further emphasises the 
importance of providing an accurate, all-encompassing definition. This 
research will explore some of the critical and topical issues surrounding 
online research. Ethical concerns regarding the use of information 
online will be explored, as will the debate surrounding anonymity of 
aliases in public forums. It is also important to consider the argument of 
freedom of speech as this is often used as a justification for posting 
inflammatory content. Lastly, the implications of our digital footprint will 
be explored and will focus particularly on how this can impact the real 
world and future job prospects.   

Ø  

Ø  
    

Paper D1.7 
 

SensePath: Understanding the Sensemaking Process through Analytic 
Provenance 
 
Presenter – Phong Nguyen, P.Nguyen@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Analytic provenance describes the user interactive data exploration 
and thinking process during sensemaking. It has been a challenging 
task to capture the latter, because it is not directly accessible to most 
visual analytics systems. However, user thinking is one of the key 
pieces of information for HCI researchers trying to understand 
sensemaking process. Currently, it is often a manual and time-
consuming process to comprehend user thinking---researchers need to 
go through the observation data, such as screen capture video and 
think-aloud recordings to understand the user sensemaking activities 
before recovering the entire process. In this paper, we introduce a tool 
SensePath, to support such qualitative analysis for browser-based 
online sensemaking tasks. Its design is based on the study of a 
number of qualitative research sessions that included user 
sensemaking observations and post hoc analyses to uncover the 
sensemaking process. With the study results and participatory design 
session with HCI researchers, SensePath is chosen to support the 
Transcription and Coding stage of thematic analysis. It achieves these 
through automatic capture of sensemaking actions (such as search 
and following a link) and presents the action sequence as a timeline in 
a way that facilitates researcher's understanding of the intention of 
sensemaking actions. The design of SensePath allows it to 
accommodate a large number of sensemaking actions common in 
such observations, easy integration with exiting qualitative analysis 
workflow, whilst being lightweight and cross platform. These are some 
of the other requirements from the participatory design sessions. The 
tool was used by an experienced HCI researcher to analyze two 
sensemaking sessions. The researcher found the tool intuitive and 
considerably reduces analysis time, allowing better understanding of 
the sensemaking process. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

36 

 
 
Paper D1.8 
 
Wireless Power Transfer under Cooperative NOMA 
 
Presenter – Namadev Bhuvanasundaram, nb695@live.ac.uk 
 
In the past few decades the field of wireless communication is highly 
advanced. Consumer electronics such as mobile phones, tablets and 
other PDA devices consumes more power because of its advanced 
data processing and applications. Recent trend in power transfer field 
is inductive (wireless) power transfer. Wireless power transfer is 
proving to be an effective way to deliver power over short and long 
distance. In this paper, wireless power transfer under cooperative non 
orthogonal multiple access scheme for near and far users are 
investigated. The power received at the intended and the non-intended 
user terminals analysed and the numerical and simulation results are 
presented.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Paper D1.9 
 
The application of KAZE features to the classification Echocardiogram 
Videos   
 
Presenter – Wei Li, WL354@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
In the computer vision field, both SIFT and SURF are prevalent in the 
extraction of scale-invariant points and have demonstrated a number of 
advantages. However, when they are applied to medical images with 
relevant poor contrast between target structures and surrounding 
tissues, these approaches lack the ability to single out salient features. 
As such, this research proposes a different approach by extracting 
feature points using the emerging method of KAZE. As such, to 
categorise a collection of video images of echocardiograms, KAZE 
feature points that have teamed up with three state of the art 
representation approaches, are presented in this paper, which includes 
the bag of words (BOW), sparse coding, and Fisher vector (FV).  In 
comparison with the SIFT feature represented using Sparse coding 
approach that gives 72% overall performance on the classification of 
eight viewpoints, KAZE feature coupled with either BOW, or sparse 
coding or FV improves the performance significantly with accuracy 
being 81.09%,  78.85% and 80.8% respectively. When it comes to only 
three primary viewpoints, 97.44% accuracy can be achieved when 
employing the approach of KAZE with BOW whereas only 90% 
accuracy is realised when using SIFT with sparse coding.  
 
Keywords: Classification of Echocardiogram Videos, KAZE, 3D SIFT, 
SURF, Sparse Coding, SVM, bag of words, Fisher Vector. 
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Paper D1.10 
 
Digital Language in the Linguistic Lanscape 
 
Presenter – Paola-Maria Caleffi, paolamaria.caleffi@univr.it 
 
The main aim of this paper is to explore the extent to which typical 
features of language online are present in the linguistic landscape, a 
term referring to “the visibility and salience of languages on public and 
commercial signs in a given territory or region” (Landry and Bourhis 
1997: 1). To this purpose, the paper examines features of ads on 
London underground trains and in stations which reflect characteristic 
patterns of language use in networked contexts. Linguistic research in 
the field of Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC) (e.g. 
Androutsopoulos 2011; Baron 2003; Crystal 2001; Herring 2001, 2008) 
has identified a number of features that language seems to display 
across all networked communication environments, despite its variation 
due to context-related technological and social factors (Herring 2007). 
Crystal (2011) and Herring (2012) have provided a comprehensive 
description of such features. These include, among other things, novel 
ways of using typography (e.g. logograms, such as &, @, and 
emoticons) and orthography (e.g. abbreviations or acronyms, such as 
pls for please or lol for ‘laughing out loud’; phonetic spellings, such as 
sez for ‘says’, or spellings that represent prosody, such as helloooo; 
capitalization to express emphasis, as in REALLY excited; repeated 
punctuation, as in fantastic!!!!). More recently (Caleffi, forthcoming), it 
has been suggested that the use of the “specialized symbol” (Crystal 
2011: 65) # (hashtag) is adding to the list.   
 
The analysis of the samples discussed in this paper suggests that 
typographic and orthographic features of digital language are being 
pragmatically exploited in the linguistic landscape and making their 
way in non-networked environments, with implications for the 
online/offline dichotomy.   
 
Keywords: digital language, linguistic landscape, computer-mediated 
communication 
 
 

 
 

 
 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
SESSION A2 

18th June 2015 
9.50am – 11.30am  

Room CG77 (College Building) 
        Global Influence 

 
Paper A2.1 
 
An analysis of CSR Reporting Practices in Developing Countries: A 
Case of Nepalese Corporations 
 
Presenter – Anjana Basnet, A.Basnet@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Corporate Social Reporting, while not mandatory in most countries, has been adopted 
by many corporations around the globe and there are various codes and standards 
such as the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) and the UN Global Compact providing 
guidelines for the corporations to follow for non-financial reporting practices. However, 
there are debates on how applicable these standards and codes, produced in a 
developed world, are to the developing nations.  
The objective of the paper is two-fold. Firstly, the research examines current Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) reporting practices by Nepalese corporations and 
compares it across six categories and subsequent sub categories of universally 
accepted GRI indicators i.e. Economic Indicators, Environment Indicators, Labour 
Practices and Decent Work Indicators, Human Rights Indicators, Society Indicators 
and Product Responsibility Indicators. Secondly, the paper highlights that though 
codes such as GRI aim to converge CSR reporting across nations and provide with 
comparable reports, it is questionable how such universal guidelines accurately 
measure CSR activities of developing world 
 
Firstly, to compare the CSR reporting of Nepalese Corporations against the universal 
GRI indicators, an analysis of annual reports of 100 listed corporations in Nepal was 
carried out. It was found that the reports on non-financial practices were not in 
alignment with the GRI guidelines. Yet most corporations reported on CSR activities in 
their reports. The CSR activities reported by the Nepalese corporations were further 
analysed for commonalities and it was found that 63% of the sample corporations 
reported on providing education and health facilities to the community as their prime 
CSR activities.  
The finding contributes to existing literature by providing empirical research to confirm 
that CSR activities are context specific. This paper critiques standards such as GRI by 
questioning how such codes and standards can provide a true picture of CSR reporting 
in developing world when CSR activities themselves are inherently different to that of 
the developed world. Keywords: Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), Global 
Reporting Initiative (GRI) 
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Paper A2.2 
 
The Social Responsibility Image of Countries: towards a definition 
 
Presenter – Cristina Fona, C.Fona@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The purpose of this study is to define the Social Responsibility Image 
of Countries (SRIC), identifying its dimensions, measures and its 
position inside the relevant literature. Considered as a new and original 
concept, SRIC merges and advances country image (CI), nation 
branding, tourism and CSR studies. Country images represent a 
powerful tool, likely to influence people’s decisions related to 
purchasing, investing, changing residence and travelling (Kotler, 
Gertner, 2002). Although many articles focus on it, literature still shows 
several discrepancies with regard to the concept, its definition and 
measures (Gotsi, Lopez et al., 2011, Jenes, 2012): an issue which is 
rooted inside the imagery field and affects all the analogous constructs 
(Poiesz, 1989). Analysing the CI Paradigm and focusing on the overall 
country image as the least common multiple, this research will clarify 
overlaps with similar concepts (COO, PCI, TDI) and related constructs 
(country reputation and identity) and will unveil its role within nation 
branding. This will clear the ground for the analysis of the Social 
Responsibility Image of Countries which aspires to become a new 
pivotal element for the development of more effective place branding 
and country image management strategies (Stock, 2009). We expect 
this multipurpose tool to represent an effective instrument, especially 
for governments, to predict behaviours in different contexts, providing a 
better understanding of visitors’/residents’ needs and levels of 
satisfaction. Finally, we believe that it could be useful for international 
governmental organizations in order to rethink the role and meaning of 
the Social Responsibility of Countries, further improving and merging 
previous Indexes (e.g. Human Development Index, Good Country 
Index). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Paper A2.3 
 
Challenging Negative Perceptions towards the African Child 
 
Presenter – Evelyn W Corrado, E.Corrado@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The article argues that contemporary childhood studies have portrayed the 
African child as one who is vulnerable and disadvantaged. Theorizing of ‘third 
world childhood’ (James, Jenks and Prout 2002) is a western preconceived 
perception which is not only demeaning, but also shapes a universal bias 
towards the African child. Nonetheless, this is not representative of most 
African children’s experiences (African Child Policy Forum 2014), which are 
comfortable and remain unveiled. The writer considers that childhood is not 
just biological but also social and cultural, hence there is need to restructure 
the African childhood outlook by drawing from their own perspectives. Cohen 
(1994)    argues that building on peoples’ strengths is fundamental. 
 
The author critically analyses the discourses of the African child produced by 
the universal childhood theories, African childhood accounts and also the 
economic and social positions of Africa in the recent decades; for example 
James, Jenks and Prout (2002), Poncian(2014), Davis(2006). Since 
ethnographers advocate for the need to give voice to the unheard, the writer 
concludes that the African childhood constructions should be re-assessed, for 
emancipation from global biases. This is not just a moral issue but an appeal 
to give African children agency to reform their authentic identity and also 
reshape their universal position, which affects their engagements socially, 
economically and globally. This supports the UN Convention rights of the 
Child (1989) Article 12, which advocates for all children to be heard and to 
actively participate in their world.  
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Paper A2.4 
 
The lived experience of leaders during change and transition: The 
Maltese Scenario 
 
Presenter – Joan Camilleri, mary-joan.camilleri@gov.mt 
 
Abstract Health care management is influenced by leaders who, as 
culture-carriers influence the meaning employees’ give service 
provision and the values they attach to it.  During my inquiry into the 
lived experience of leaders within the Maltese Health Care Setting I 
explored leader’s interactions from a trans-personal perspective using 
phenomenological thematic narrative analysis.   Participants noted that 
values in health care involve one’s constant effort at doing one’s best 
for the service user, maintaining good relationships with colleagues 
while keeping oneself safe adhering to institutional protocols.  They 
spoke of being pasionate about what they do as the main motivating 
factor. This entails  bringing oneself wholly into the picture and 
interacting with others as empathically as possible.  Leaders are aware 
of the importance of emotional intelligence however they tend to look 
askance at the transferential and intuitive kind preferring to be rational 
and adopt evidence-based practices.  Though literature suggests that 
ethically effective leaders observe how situations develop and are 
maintained, that they turn relationships with employees into a moment 
of fresh present and an I-Thou encounter, research participants 
considered this extremely difficult.  They felt the need to focus on 
products and services i.e. the doing part of health care.  Professional 
development involved striving to enhance competency rather than 
improving on who they are, e.g becoming more creative and open in 
mindset.  After they practiced critical self-reflection they began to 
realise the importance of self-awareness, to accept being challenged 
and understood how who they became could challenge how the 
institution functions.  The began to appreciate informed intuition and 
co-creative collaboration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Paper A2.5 
 
Using an understanding of Hermeneutic Philosophy as a Research 
Methodology 
 
Presenter – Terence William Garde, terrygarde.ocms@gmail.com 
 
Selected history, range and applications of the philosophy of 
hermeneutics (interpretation) in social studies are briefly overviewed; 
leading to how methods of qualitative research can be derived from 
this philosophy and how it can be used to defend methods. A dialogical 
approach was used for collaborative research in the field with the 
Migori County Artisanal (MICA) Co-operative Society in western Kenya 
that deals with the development of artisanal and small scale mining 
(ASM). The researcher, an experienced mining engineer in the medium 
to large scale mining industry of Zimbabwe, worked inter-subjectively 
with MICA’s equally experienced miners and mining entrepreneurs, 
albeit in the ASM sector. The field work hoped for ‘fusions of horizons’ 
with MICA’s local expertise as skilled artisans in their gold mining and 
processing operations.  Firstly, to promote wellbeing at this operational 
level within their technological constraints. Secondly, to co-develop 
feasible strategies at the organisational level that will allow MICA to 
meet and surpass standards set by Fairtrade Gold. Thirdly, MICA 
executives are co-authoring the relevant text that will be used as 
empirical evidence contributing to debates about the development of 
ASM in the literature. In particular the research findings contend with 
an ontological description that ‘ASM is first and foremost, poverty 
driven.’ The researcher is cognisant of the reflexive methodologies of 
Alvesson and Sköldberg, noting that both the field work and the PhD 
are also dynamic journeys in self-understanding. Finally it is noted how 
the dialogical hermeneutical approach may help minimise ethical 
issues in certain human research. 
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Paper B2.1 
 
To determine the effects of Qigong intervention on PD symptoms, and 
to investigate changes to biological markers as potential indicators of 
disease modification.   
 
Secondly to investigate the hypothesis that behaviour traits associated 
with stress intensity behaviour, may contribute to neuronal 
endangerment and death of Dopamine neurons. 
 
Presenter – Neil Archer, N.Archer@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Parkinson’s disease is a degenerative condition affecting increasing numbers of the 
population. It is often considered age related, and resulting from the accelerated depletion of 
dopamine cells in regions of the brain, responsible for movement, mood and action activity 
potential. 
 
Drug strategies supplement dopamine levels offering some relief to symptoms, albeit with 
undesirable side affects and diminishing effectiveness over time. At present there is no 
strategy to treat the underlying cause and condition.  
Current research indicates a potential for neural regeneration amongst rat models subjected 
to exercise intervention. Human subjects undergoing various exercise initiatives show some 
improvements to symptoms.  
 
I hypothesize that a multi-dimensional program of Qigong exercise, movement, meditation, 
visualization and conscious mind effort, can initiate a potential for neuroplasticity healing, to 
regenerate dopamine neurons and adaptive mechanism. Multiple factors contribute to 
predispose one to onset of Pd.  
 
I further hypothesize stress intensive behavior to be a trait amongst those who go on to 
develop the condition. Prolonged or sudden emotional stress/trauma may overtax and 
impair the mechanism for dopamine expression.  To modify stress intensive behavior may 
help delay or avoid disease development.  
 
This research project intends to explore the effects of Qigong meditation/ exercise amongst 
sixty Pd respondents. To determine changes to utilize universally accepted methods of 
disease profiling, and to monitor changes to symptoms, and to explore a biomarkers as 
potential indicators of disease modification. To design a questionnaire exploring stress 
intensity behavior amongst Pd respondents. 
 

 
 
 
Paper B2.2 
 
The Therapeutic Potential of Arsenic Trioxide in the Treatment of 
Epithelial Origin Cancers 

Presenter – Karolina (Anna) Zuk, A.Zuk@mdx.ac.uk 

The association of human papilloma virus (HPV) and cervical cancer is well established. Recently 
several studies have claimed an association between other epithelial origin cancers, including 
breast cancer, and high risk HPV infection. Recent work has shown that naturally occurring 
substance arsenic trioxide (As2O3) may have beneficial effects on various epithelial cancers.  

The focus of this work was to establish the prevalence of HPV infections in breast cancer and to 
evaluate the therapeutic effect of As2O3 in treating cancers of epithelial origin with attention to 
HPV associated cancers.  

Breast tissue samples from Iraqi, Austrian and Nigerian patients were analyzed by 
immunohistochemistry techniques in order to establish the prevalence of HPV infection. In the 
Iraqi group only 11% of the cases were positive whilst 60% and 59% were found to express HPV 
proteins in the Nigerian and Austrian groups respectively. Sequences of the high risk subtype 
HPV 16 E6 were detected in 7% of breast tissue samples from Iraqi group but not in samples from 
the Nigerian group when analysed by polymerase chain reaction amplification. Western blotting 
results showed that As2O3 reduced the levels of HPV E6 and E7 proteins in HPV positive HeLa 
and CaSki cervical cancer cell lines. Reduction in levels of antiapoptotic E6 and E7 proteins 
resulted in a concomitant increase in proapoptotic p53 and Caspase 3 proteins in these two cell 
lines. Similar effects were observed in HPV negative cell lines: C33A, C2335, C2321 and MCF7, 
suggesting that As2O3 has the ability to activate apoptosis independently of HPV status. Flow 
cytometry analysis revealed that As2O3 has the ability to induce cell cycle arrest in the G0/G1 
phase of the cell cycle especially in cervical cells.  

Another goal of this research was to develop optimal in vitro culture conditions to elucidate the 
mechanisms of As2O3. Findings imply that the 3-D in vitro models described in this work can 
serve as a functional cervical and breast models. In the 3-D model of cervical cancer, 2 µM of 
As2O3 induced cell differentiation and normal tissue reorganisation, with changes in keratin 5, 10 
and 19 expressions. As2O3 at a concentration of 1 µM induced the modulation and differentiation 
process in the breast model, thus it may suggest low concentrations of As2O3 could reverse 
cancer cells to a less malignant phenotype. The established breast cancer model showed the 
development of ducto-lobular structures composed of an inner cell layer which exhibited luminal 
cell characteristics and stained positive with a mucin 1 antibody; and also an outer basal layer of 
cells that showed myoepithelial cell characteristics and stained positive for α smooth muscle actin. 
The 3-D in vitro models of breast and cervix were also used to demonstrate proapoptotic effect of 
As2O3 where an increase in p53 and Caspase 3 levels was observed when cells were treated 
with 2 µM of As2O3.  

In conclusion, the presence of HPV infection in breast cancer samples suggests that the virus 
may be involved in the pathogenesis of breast disease. Results also suggest that As2O3 may be 
used at a low dose to treat epithelial cancers and the proapoptotic effect of this compound is more 
likely to be cell type specific rather than HPV dependent. 
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Paper B2.3 
 
Inulin inhibits free radical species in HCT 116 adenoma carcinoma and   
normal human HK (keratinocyte) cell line 
 
Presenter – Bene Afolabi, B.Afolabi@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Background: Bile acids have been implicated in oxidative damage via 
stimulation of reactive species (RS). Superoxide and nitric oxide production 
are associated with inflammation. NF-κB up- regulation provides a critical link 
between inflammation and cancer. Possible correlation between total activity 
of nitric oxide synthase and p53 mutation frequency in lung adenocarcinoma 
has been shown. Inulin (oligosaccharide), classified as prebiotic, is considered 
to improve gut health when combined with probiotics. However, there is 
paucity of data on how prebiotics alone affect gut health. 
 
Methods: HCT116 adenocarcinoma cells/ normal human HK (keratinocytes) 
cells were treated with inulin (5%-40% v/v), for 30 minutes - 24 hours. Nitric 
oxide and superoxide production (SOP) were measured using Modified Greiss 
reagent and Nitro blue tetrazolium (NBT) assay (Modified), respectively in the 
presence of deoxycholic acids (DC). 
 
Result: Inulin, dose and time dependently inhibited DC (300µM-500 µM) 
generated RNS in HCT 116 and HK cell lines (p<0.05; n=6). DC 100µM-
300µM was observed to stimulate SOP in HCT116 (p<0.05; n=3). Inulin (30%) 
was observed to inhibit SOP in HCT116 (P<0.05).Probiotic (Bifidobacterium 
longum) inhibited nitric oxide production (p<0.05; n=3) but did not enhance 
effect of inulin. Proliferations (Cyquant assay) of both cell lines were 
significantly influenced in the presence of DC. Proliferation in HCT 116 is 
enhanced in the presence of low concentration of DC <150µM (100µM 
(p<0.05; n=3), while cell death and morphological change into mesenchymal 
cells is enhanced with >DC150µM. 30% Inulin enhanced cell death of 
morphologically changed cells, with complete cell death occurring at 
DC300µM. 
 
Conclusions: Further work is underway investigating the effect of inulin and 
bile-acid on NF-κB, p53 and apoptosis in adenocarcinoma and normal dermal 
HK epithelial cells. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Paper B2.4 
 
Assessing the congruence of matrix-assisted laser 
desorption/ionisation-time of flight (MALDI-TOF) mass spectra with 
variable nucleotide tandem repeats profiles (VNTR) of Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa in an outbreak scenario 
 
Presenter – Ali Olkun, A.Olkun@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The fate of heavy metals in the environment is of great concern as the contamination is 
on the increase and has consequences for the environment and human health. The 
soil is a major reservoir for contaminants, which possesses the ability to bind to various 
chemicals, including heavy metals, which may interact chemically or physically with 
other compounds and hence change their forms of existence in the environment. It is 
therefore useful to study these interactions as metal toxicity may depend on the form in 
which they exist in the environment. The purpose of this study is to identify heavy 
metals present in a Nigerian e-waste dismantling and recycling site and to establish 
their environmental impact. Soil samples were collected from the site along a transect 
with each sampling point 10m apart from each other, up to 20cm depth in March and 
October, 2013, representing the wet and dry seasons respectively and analyzed for pH, 
organic matter content, cation exchange capacity and total heavy metal content.  
Furthermore, chemical speciation of heavy metals in the soil samples was undertaken 
using a modified sequential chemical extraction procedure to provide further 
information on metal distribution within different operationally defined geochemical 
phases. Total heavy metals contents in the soil samples ranged between 2200mgkg-1 
and 8800 mgkg-1 for copper. Lead had values from 900mgkg-1 to 4000mgkg-1; 
cadmium was between 5mgkg-1 and 70mgkg-1. High values of zinc were also found 
ranging from800mgkg-1 to 5000mgkg-1 and antimony between 5mgkg-1 and 120mgkg-1. 
These values are representative of both the dry and wet seasons. With the exception 
of Cu and Cr, the total mean metal concentrations in samples obtained from the dry 
season were significantly higher than those from the wet seasons (p < 0.005). The 
speciation divided the metals into the exchangeable, organically bound and residual 
fractions. In both seasons, the results indicated chromium, iron, aluminium, 
manganese were predominantly associated with the residual fraction.  Cadmium and 
antimony were readily available. The soil properties contributed to the relative 
distribution of the metal fraction studied.  The mobility index of the metals had very 
strong and significant correlation with the organic matter content and cation exchange 
capacity. The results indicate there was no significant difference of the total mean 
concentration of the various heavy metals with depth in soil samples. However, there 
was a significant difference (p-value = 0.000) in the total heavy metals concentration 
and the distance from the recycling area and the dismantling area.  
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Paper C2.1 
 
Root - Studio 3 
 
Presenter – Robin Bale, RB969@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Der Leiermann: 
I propose a performance work with projected images and live sound 
manipulation. This would be most suitable to a black box theatre space 
and probably most appreciated by students from the schools of Fine 
Art and Performance.  
 
In the ancient world deities were presented as wearing a crown, 
fashioned to mimic the walls and fortifications of a city. The crown to 
emphasised their place in myths that sought to describe the beginning 
(of that state or city). In that context they are shown frontally with the 
city literally founded on their head in the form of the crown.  
 
In this performance, I will merge the crowned allegorical figure with the 
Romantic ruckenfigur (literally a figure seen from behind), this latter is 
best exemplified in Caspar David Friedrich’s painting Wanderer Above 
the Sea Of Fog (1818), but still appears in advertising images and 
individuals’ holiday snaps. This merging is motivated by my contention 
that the founding figure for contemporary liberal democracies is more 
accurately visualised by the hidden face of the ruckenfigur than the full-
frontal presentation of the bearer of the mural crown. As a third 
element, I will use music and (translated) text from the 1823 song cycle 
by Franz Schubert Winterreise (Winter Journey). Central to this work is 
the figure of the Wanderer; protean, alienated and mysterious 
protagonist of a great deal of Romantic poetry and painting. I see the 
context-less, vagrant consciousness of this figure as being an 
appropriate wearer of the mural crown. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Paper C2.2 
 
The Fountain of Age – A Solo Dance - Main theatre 
 
Presenter – Susanne Martin, berlin.susanne@googlemail.com 
 
The performance The Fountain of Age (duration: 45 min) forms part of 
a practice as research PhD that investigates improvisation-based 
dance and its potential to participate in a critical discourse on age and 
ageing. It tells an ambiguous and ironic tale of age(ing), shows traits of 
parody, and counteracts any simple ascertainment of youth and age. 
Ambiguity is emphasised in this performance practice to see what can 
be found when complicating and questioning our ideas, expectations, 
and judgements around age(ing). What happens if we linger in the 
multitude of sensual, imaginative details of bodily doing, experiencing 
and showing, and in the multiple possible meanings of age(ing)? How 
can dance introduce less stereotypical and more complex perceptions 
of age(ing) and moving through time? 
 
This solo performance constitutes one of two artistic outcomes I 
present as part of my PhD dissertation at the School of Media and 
Performing Arts.  
 
There is no special expertise in dance or theatre necessary to make 
sense of this presentation. Just come, enjoy, and follow a dancer’s 
peculiar reflections on age and ageing.   
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Paper D2.1 
 
Survey of nutrition practitioners on tools used to support case history 
collection, clinical decision making and clinical outcome analysis in 
obesity management. 
 
Presenter – Michelle Barrow, M.X.Barrow@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Background: Nutrition practitioners were surveyed to evaluate the tools and 
questionnaires used in obesity management.  This forms part of a DProf project which 
aims to assess whether it is possible and ethical to standardise a personalised 
approach to nutrition practice and develop new, statistically validated tools which relate 
to the current evidence base. The project is undertaken to assess the possibility for 
developing a new, case by case, evidence base which may allow us to make 
probabilistic predictions for the management of obesity. To date tools which support 
case history collection, clinical decision making and clinical outcome analysis have 
been assessed and practitioners have been surveyed.   
 
Methods: Nutrition practitioners (n=100) were asked to complete a survey-monkey 
questionnaire designed to assess their use of validated and non-validated tools in 
obesity management for a range of parameters including; diet intake, weight, health 
history, psychological influences, physical activity, body composition, family history, 
quality of life, sleep, socio-cultural factors and outcomes analysis.  
 
Results: Completed questionnaires were returned by 32 practitioners, including 
dietitians, nutritional therapists, weight management specialists and nutritionists.  The 
results highlight the use of self-developed questionnaires, paper tools and interview 
data gathering techniques in clinical nutrition practice. Apart from body mass index 
measures, there was little consensus about what data is collected from an obese 
population. “Ease of use” was the most frequently cited reason for choosing 
assessments.  “The assessment lacks reliability and validity” was the frequently cited 
weakness of assessment methods.   
 
Conclusion: The current approach to clinical data collection by nutrition practitioners 
does not allow for data pooling or any meaningful assessment of clinical outcomes. 
The development of standardised and validated clinical tools that enable pooling of 
health data, clinical interventions and health outcomes in an anonymised form on 
centralised databases should enable the development of a new, case by case, 
evidence base for personalised nutrition practice in obesity management.  

 
 

 
 
 
Paper D2.2 
 
Professionals role in their practice transformation within a health care 
organisation restructuring: Reflection on study design, data generation 
and data analysis  
 
Presenter – Abdelhakim Altabaibeh, altabaibeh@yahoo.co.uk 
 
The presentation explores a novel approach developed for interview 
data generation and  analysis to investigate changing practices.  The 
research design uses constructivist case study to understand the front 
line role in reconfiguring their professional practice within a health care 
organisation (HCO) restructuring. HCO are institutions which mixes 
humans and nonhumans actors and organise their relations. Those 
heterogeneous entities are inseparable from their context. They 
function through a set of relations that are in a constant motion in 
relation to their position from each other and their environment. This 
dynamic interactions of people, material, artefacts, and physical space 
create new knowledge and practice (Gherardi, 2006). Hence, Actor 
network theory (ANT) was utilize to understand the infrastructure of 
change and assign agency to all actors. The researcher in this study 
assumes a professional researcher role.  As the boundaries between 
the phenomenon and its context including the researcher are not 
clearly evident, constructivist case study approach was chosen to 
delineate the boundaries of what is to be studied. To be able to capture 
the ever changing context and to facilitate the data collection, 
interviews followed a typical Chronically ill patient's care pathway 
trajectory through the service.  A reflective approach to the interview 
was deployed to capture how the care of those group of patients has 
changed over time from the perspective of the care provider. Data was 
co-constructed as was data analysis: co-analysis started within each 
interview. Information generated in each interview spanned to 
consecutive interviews to build an analytical story that tells the 
professional's role in shaping the practice. The project site was 
analyzed in parts and whole using Creswell (2007) within-micro 
network, cross-network  and holistic-meso network analysis template. 
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Paper D2.3 
 
Strategies enhancing the public health role of 
community pharmacists in the UK 
 
Presenter – Chijioke O. Agomo, coagomo@hotmail.com 
 
Introduction: A number of UK studies1,2 have looked at the role of 
pharmacists in public health. There seem to be no studies focused specifically 
on identifying strategies enhancing the public health role of community 
pharmacists in the UK. My project aims to address this gap by identifying 
strategies enhancing the public health role of community pharmacists in the 
UK. 

 
Method: My project used a mixed methods approach; involving a content 
analysis of UK undergraduate pharmacy curriculum, a descriptive survey of 
UK community pharmacists and interview of health practitioners to develop an 
understanding of the strategies needed to enhance the public health role of 
community pharmacists in the UK. 
 
Results: A total of 88 usable responses were collected from the survey. 
Majority of the respondents felt that there was a need to; increase the public 
health content of undergraduate pharmacy curriculum [64.8%]; pharmacy 
students training with other health care students [81.4%]; pharmacists working 
closely with other health care practitioners [93.1%]; as well as, providing 
students and pharmacists with advanced experience in public health [86.2% 
and 89.8% respectively]. Although the findings of the interview confirmed the 
findings of the survey in many areas, there were however indications from the 
content analysis, that the teaching of public health in many UK pharmacy 
schools was either minimal or optional. 

 
Conclusion: There was a general consensus on the need to enhance the 
public health role of community pharmacists in the UK. This will help reduce 
health care costs and pressure on the National Health Service (NHS), as well 
as, elevate the image of UK community pharmacists.  

 
References: 
1. Anderson, C. and Blenkinsopp, A. (2003) ‘Community pharmacy's contribution to improving 
public health: Learning from local initiatives’, Pharmaceutical Journal, 271, pp. 623-625. 
2. Agomo, C. (2012) 'The role of community pharmacists in public health: A scoping review of the 
literature', Journal of Pharmaceutical Health Services Research, 3, pp. 25-33. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Paper D2.4 
 
The Practice Project 
 
Presenter – Áine Alam, fetwp@hotmail.com 
 
Midwifery Education is being reformed globally to meet the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) to 
reduce maternal and infant mortality. The global  call is "we need more 
midwives", but how much consideration has been given to the lack of 
skilled midwifery teachers to meet this call. Modern midwifery curricula 
is moving from theory based to a competency based approach. 
Practical midwifery teaching is seen as a way to secure competent 
midwives. The Practice Project aims to explore how midwifery teachers 
learn to how to teach midwifery students how to 'do' midwifery. Aine 
Alam a UK practising midwife, international midwifery teacher and PhD 
Work Based Learning student engaging over the  8 months and 
continuing with a university faculty team and their students in central 
Asia. Her qualitative research uses a visual ethnographic approach 
and a theoretical framing of Actor-Network theory to explore how 
faculty move from lecture led to practice learning. A purposeful sample 
of four to six agreeing participants will video their teaching and share 
their views of the content in taped interviews eliciting adaptive teaching 
styles. Qualitative data analysis will be used to discover specifically 
how participants are situated in complex learning environments and 
what actions occur that create practical learning realities. Ways of 
increasing midwifery teachers' practical teaching skills can ensure that 
student midwives become competent safe practitioners, indirectly 
reducing maternal and infant mortality. Interim and final results will be 
shared with the international community of midwives and midwifery 
teachers. 
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Paper D2.5 
 
A study of policy development between health and education in 
Bangladesh 
 
Presenter – Istiyak Rafique Chowdhury, I.Chowdhury@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The central objective of this paper is to explore the relationship 
between primary health care policy and primary education in 
Bangladesh. Foucault’s theoretical perspective of governmentality is 
used addressing this policy research. Studies showed that there is a 
strong relation between children health condition and educational 
outcome. As health and education are both important basic needs of 
people, my study will try to find out whether the policy makers are 
giving enough focus on children educational issues when they make a 
primary health care policy (a vice versa).  
 
In Bangladesh, primary health care and primary education policies 
made by the political party who is in power but they need to work with 
many donor countries and organizations. Besides this civil society of 
the Bangladesh and nongovernmental organization (NGOs) has a 
strong voice in line with policy making.  This research therefore 
focuses on external influence on policy making, national perspective of 
policy making and the power relation between the external and internal 
factors.  
 
The concept of governmentality has a growing popularity in policy 
research. So this concept will be studied to explore the relationship of 
the health and education policy, the power relation among government, 
NGOs and donor countries. Health and education related policy 
document will be reviewed and the national policy maker, academics, 
representative of donor organization will be interviewed as a data 
collection method. 
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Paper A2.6 
 
Bias and Rationality of Analysts’ Earnings forecasts in the UK 
 
Presenter – Oussama Baher, O.Baher@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Financial analysts’ are believed to play a major role in driving financial 
markets. Any error or bias in financial analysts’ forecasts is likely to 
mislead investors which rely on these forecasts to make big investment 
decisions. Previous papers suggested that for many reasons, earnings 
forecasts might have a systematic error rather than being a result of an 
unsystematic human being mistake. Earnings forecast rationality and 
bias of financial analysts are investigated in this paper for the UK 
public companies. In order to study the accuracy of analysts on the 
index overall, FTSE all Share companies were collected individually as 
available for each year from 1993 to 2013. Two measures of forecast 
accuracy were used. First, earnings per share forecast error to show 
how far forecasts are from actual earnings per share. Second, 
Forecast bias which represents analyst’s optimism or pessimism 
regarding company’s performance. In addition, horizon effect is 
examined by observing forecast errors from 11 to 1 month prior to 
earnings official announcement date. After setting few criteria to control 
for outliers, results show that analyst forecasts are optimistic and too 
extreme. However, their forecasts errors seem to decrease the closer 
they get to the announcement date. Furthermore, analysts tend to 
significantly underreact to prior year earnings change but reassess 
their forecasts with time to a more rational position. These results are 
consistent with forecast inefficiency hypothesis and raise more 
questions regarding unsystematic bias analyst forecasts and its 
implication on stock markets. 
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Paper A2.7 
 
Risk Perception of Community-stakeholders and Managing Political 
Risk by Foreign Oil Corporations in Nigeria 
 
Presenter – Ahmed S. Bolori, ahmedbolori@gmail.com 
 
Managing political risk, a task for ensuring stability of business is 
increasingly becoming critical to foreign oil corporations in Nigeria. This 
is about the measures that are taken by the oil corporations to respond 
to concerns and interests of community-stakeholders in order to 
mitigate risks of oil operations the stakeholders are exposed to. The 
measures include environmental clean-up and compensations through 
payments and development projects. Acceptance or disapproval of this 
kind of measures (for risk mitigation) in general by stakeholders is 
subject to the nature of their risk perceptions of the involved operations, 
argued by many studies. The studies, for example, have shown that 
perception of severity of consequences or perception of risk and 
benefit equity of risk determine how stakeholders expect or demand 
measures for risk mitigation. Thus, it is the aim of this study to evaluate 
how risk perceptions of the community-stakeholders regarding the oil 
operations influence their judgments on the management of political 
risk by the foreign oil corporations in Nigeria. The few studies relating 
to managing political risk by foreign oil corporations in Nigeria, were 
largely carried out in the perspectives of corporate social responsibility 
and development. This study seeks to explore the subject in the 
perspective of risk management, and is expected to demonstrate the 
role of risk perception in determining the community-stakeholders’ 
acceptance or disapproval of the measures for managing political risk 
by the oil corporations. Data for the study, involving semi-structured 
interviews and focus group discussion, were collected in four oil 
producing communities, operated by Agip and Total, in Nigeria’s oil-
rich Niger Delta region.    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Paper A2.8 
 
The impact of bank ownership, market structure and risk taking 
behaviour on bank performance in the CISs countries: A technical 
efficiency perspective 
 
Presenter – Alma Sharipova, A.Sharipova@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This paper investigates the relationship between ownership, market 
concentration, risk-taking, and bank performance using a unique 
dataset of the CISs banks over the period 2005–2012. This study 
estimates technical efficiency using stochastic hyperbolic distance 
function approach, which to our knowledge has not been done before 
for transition countries. Our research revealed that state-owned banks 
are more efficient than both private banks and banks with foreign 
majority in the CISs markets. We find that high concentration of the 
banking sectors has a positive impact on bank efficiency in the CISs. 
We also observe that banks with higher overall risk are more efficient 
in the CISs, while there is a negative association between capital and 
liquidity risks and bank performance. Our study may provide policy 
insights for bankers and financial authorities not limited to the CISs but 
other transition and developing countries. 
 
JEL Classification: G21; G28; P31 
 
Keywords: Distance function; banking; efficiency; stochastic frontier 
analysis; CISs 
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Paper A2.9 
 
The Precariat: Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics 
 
Presenter – Joseph Choonara, JC1374@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
There is a substantial body of writing claiming that the capital-labour 
relationship has changed or is changing in fundamental ways, leading 
to a new world in which, for large numbers, precarious, insecure and 
temporary employment is the norm. Guy Standing’s book, The 
Precariat: The New Dangerous Class, is perhaps the best-known work 
advancing this argument in the English-speaking world. However, it 
has been a theme of a variety of post-Marxist and other left-leaning 
writers for over a decade, including Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt Bauman, 
Richard Sennett, Manuel Castells and André Gorz. 
 
However, this body of writing tends to relate the theory to the data in 
problematic ways. In some cases there is simply no attempt to defend 
the theory empirically but, where there is an attempt to do so, it 
typically suffers from one of two defects. The first is to engage in the 
dubious aggregation of categories to create synthetic categories such 
as “the precariat” or “non-standard employment”, which have little real 
explanatory value. The second involves the assertion of “facts” that are 
simply wrong. This can be demonstrated by looking at some of the 
concrete claims of Beck, Standing or Gorz and comparing them to 
more rigorous empirical studies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Paper A2.10 
 
EU-SADC Interregionalism in political dialogue: Motives for 
interregional dialogues 
 
Presenter – Ocean Marambanyika, oceanmarambanyika@gmail.com 
 
The main purpose of this PhD thesis is to investigate the reasons why 
the European Union (EU) and the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) use interregionalism as a strategy in their 
interregional relations. Consequently the main research question of the 
study is: What are the driving factors behind the pursuit of inter-
regionalism as a strategy in political dialogue relations between the EU 
and SADC, and how is inter-regionalism used to promote these driving 
factors? Interregionalism is an international relations concept which 
refers to group to group relations between two or more regional groups 
from different geographical areas of the world. The theories employed 
to tackle the research question are the interregionalism theory and the 
international relations theories of realism, institutionalism and the 
constructivist logic. A combination of these theories gives a better 
understanding of why regions engage in interregional strategies in 
managing their relations. A review of the central literature on 
interregionalism has shown that interregionalism can be motivated by 
the realist notions of the balance of power; institutionalist propositions 
about interdependence and multilateralism; and constructivist 
suggestions about the need to build regional identities. Current 
researches on interregionalism have heavily focused on EU-Asia, EU-
MERCOSUR and EU-North America interregionalism but have mainly 
marginalised researching the EU-SADC interregional relations. This 
PhD research seeks therefore to address this gap of the 
marginalisation of EU-SADC interregionalism through the use of 
secondary literature, field interviews and comparative interregionalism 
methods. The results will be significant in contributing knowledge about 
how interregionalism affect international relations politics outside the 
dominant Triad regions of the EU, East Asia and North America. 
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Paper B2.6 
 
The experience of female patients seeking elective rhinoplasty surgery: 
A Narrative Inquiry 
 
Presenter – Deborah Auer, DA603@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The aim is to explore female patients’ motivation to have rhinoplasty surgery 
taking into account societal, familial, cultural and intrapersonal influences. 
Narrative inquiry will provide an opportunity to inquire whether any significant 
relationships or events in the patients’ lives have contributed to their decision 
to pursue surgery. Research shows that our early relationships impact the 
development of our body image and self-esteem therefore; this may be a 
factor why they choose to have surgery.  
 
Four female patients from a plastic surgery practice will be interviewed. Each 
patient will be interviewed twice, once following their initial consultation with 
the surgeon and then six weeks after their surgery. My interest in this area 
started whilst I was working for a plastic surgeon as a personal assistant and 
patients used to tell me about their motivation for surgery.   
 
How we think we should look is intra-psychically connected to how we feel 
about ourselves and if there is a mismatch it can cause great distress for an 
individual. This research could help to fill in some information about the 
psychological impact of surgery as I plan to do both pre and postoperative 
interviews which to date no studies have done. Government guidelines on 
cosmetic surgery state patients’ psychological wellbeing should play a more 
central role in their surgery journey. Therefore, involvement of services from 
psychologists and psychiatrists could be required. This study may help inform 
these professionals. From a socio and psychological perspective it could 
inform society in general as to the reasons why women in particular seek 
cosmetic surgery and more specifically rhinoplasty surgery. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper B2.7 
 
Women’s Experiences of Sexual Violence and Exploitation via 
Information and Communication Technologies 
 
Presenter – Foziha Hamid, foziha@wgn.org.uk 
 
Information and communication technologies may be the most 
powerful medium of our time; their influence in our everyday lives 
continues to grow. Over the last decade, there has been an increasing 
focus on the use of technology by young people and their increased 
vulnerability to online sexual exploitation. However, less is known 
about the experiences of adult women. The aim of this study was to 
explore women’s experiences of the intersection between sexual 
violence and information and communication technologies, the nature 
of these experiences, how the women constructed their experiences, 
and the impacts. A qualitative study was conducted using narrative 
inquiry. Three women were interviewed, and the data was analysed 
using thematic analysis.  
 
While there were a number of overlapping themes that emerged, there 
were also a number of ethical dilemmas in relation to the participants, a 
concern on part of the researcher of creating a parallel to the trauma 
initially experienced by each of the women. 
 
Keywords: information and communication technologies, sexual 
violence, psychotherapy, ethics  and impact 
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Paper B2.8 
 
Exploring gender in tourism discourse 
 
Presenter – Heather Jeffrey, H.Jeffrey@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The tourism industry thrives by selling gendered images of the ‘exotic’ 
and the ‘other’, yet feminist readings of these images remain scarce 
even though systematic studies of gender in tourism began in the 
mid1990s. Gendered marketing has the opportunity to 
shapebehaviours of and towards women, an affirmation which provides 
the rationale for any study in this area. This paper discusses the use of 
inductive thematic analysis framed by critical discourse analysis, in 
order to explore the gendered (re)presentations in tourism promotional 
materials. Tourism brochures produced by the Tunisian national tourist 
office are called upon in order to illustrate the approach, which due to 
the rise of antiIslamic discourse in western media, can give insights 
into the industry’s strategy for negative imagery. Analyses of this type 
are posited to identify the ways in which tourism discourse can 
perpetuate or challenge existing local power relations, but are limited if 
not coupled with an understanding of audience reception. The overall 
aim of this paper is to draw attention to and raise questions around 
postcolonial feminist readings of tourism discourse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Paper B2.9 
 
Spectacular Performance, Bodily Taboos and the role of the 
Showwoman in Popular Entertainment 
 
Presenter – Marisa Carnesky, marisa@carneskyproductions.com 
 
‘Spectacular Performance, Bodily Taboos and the role of the 
Showwoman in Popular Entertainment’ will draw together original 
material from Carnesky’s own practice and research in the areas of 
new cabaret, magic and live art performance as well as drawing on 
archival material from popular and variety performance traditions 
including original Magic Posters and rare filmed performance footage.  
 
Stemming from the creation of her new forthcoming work ‘Carneskys 
Incredible Bleeding Woman’ in relation to entertainment history, the 
presentation will identify popular performance forms that exploit cultural 
and bodily taboos through spectacle and illusion practices.  
 
It will highlight questions around representation and the body, using the 
themes and content of ‘Carneskys Incredible Bleeding Woman’ and its 
exploration of the cultural representation of menstruation as a case 
study to look at notions of taste, class and the boundaries of art and 
entertainment. 
 
Drawing on the unique practice as research process and collbaorations 
with leading UK cabaret artists on the project, Carnesky will highlight 
the crossovers and ethical concerns between live art practices that 
draw on lived experiences and cabaret tropes that utilise  bodily taboos, 
shock and spectacle in public performance and potential audience 
impact. 
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Paper B2.10 
 
Rethinking the adult attachment paradigm: the application of a 
qualitative pluralistic approach to couple relationships 
 
Presenter – Deborah Rodriguez, D.Rodriguez@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Traditionally, adult attachment has been researched using quantitative 
methods, leading to the categorisation of people into attachment styles. 
This widely used approach obscures the potential to understand the 
dynamism of attachment arising from life events and other contextual 
influences. This has been addressed to some extent in studies that 
apply a qualitative approach to a quantitative attachment measure.  
 
However, in this paper I illustrate how developing a fuller 
understanding of complex adult attachment behaviours can be better 
achieved through the application of an innovative qualitative mixed 
methods approach such as qualitative pluralism, which combines at all 
levels of data analysis and interpretation to gain more holistic and 
multidimensional insight. I illustrate the complexity of adult attachment 
by drawing on my doctoral research which uses a qualitative pluralistic 
to explore couples’ attachment behaviours as they become parents for 
the second time by using multiple methods of data collection (diaries, 
biographical, semi-structured, and photo-elicitation interviews) and 
multiple methods of analysis (psychosocial, narrative and interpretative 
phenomenological analysis), illuminating the complex variation of 
relational experiences. The application of this methodological 
innovation enhances the advancement and enrichment of both 
qualitative research and of the understanding of adult attachment by 
pushing at the boundaries of the scope of what qualitative methods can 
achieve. 
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Paper C2.6 
 
The treatment of sex offenders within HM Prison Service: Responding 
to the risks and needs of a diverse population 
 
Presenter – Mansoor Mir, M.Mir@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Findings from a qualitative examination of diversity issues in the context of 
prison-based sex offender treatment will be presented. Methodological issues 
relating to literature review and the development of theoretical frameworks will 
also be considered. 
 
The principal form of prison-based psychological treatment for adult male sex 
offenders in the UK is the Core Sex Offender Treatment Programme. Whilst 
the programme has a strong theoretical and empirical foundation there has 
been limited evaluation of its effectiveness for prisoners from specific minority 
groups. For example, gay and bisexual, black and minority ethnic, and 
physically disabled prisoners. 
 
In-depth interviews were conducted with ten prisoners from these minority 
populations who had attended the programme, and fourteen members of staff 
with experience of delivering the programme. Interview transcripts were 
analysed principally using Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis, whilst 
also drawing on elements of Critical Discourse Analysis where appropriate. 
 
Selected themes emerging from the data will be presented, along with the 
theoretical frameworks developed in order to interpret them. The process of 
viewing literature review as an ongoing and dynamic activity (rather than an 
early and discrete step in a strictly linear research process) will be expounded. 
The various costs and benefits of this approach will be explored. 
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Paper C2.7 
 
Empathy, mentalisation and violent offending behaviour; a multi-modal 
approach to an offender-focussed perspective 
 
Presenter – Sarah Edwards, S.Edwards@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The focus of this research is to consider from a participant-centred 
perspective if refined concepts of empathy and mentalisation can be of 
practical use to reducing re-offending. Quantitative outcomes from 
empathy interventions are inconsistent, and have been linked to the 
limits of current measures; however, qualitative findings have shown 
promising results. A multi-modal qualitative approach was used to 
explore if violent offenders possess empathic or mentalising skills and 
if they use these skills generally and at the time of committing a violent 
offence. This presentation discusses the development of measures (a 
scenario based test, and an in-depth semi-structured interview) and 
initial findings of a pilot study which draws together theory across these 
fields to consider an integrated application of these concepts.  Five 
male offenders between the ages of 16 and 25 who had committed a 
violent offence, were recruited to take part. Transcripts were reviewed 
for expressive/instrumental violence, wider influences on behaviour, 
and assessed for empathising and mentalising skills. Interpretative 
Phenomenological Analysis was used to analyse the interviews and 
offer insight into how offenders are making sense of what is means to 
be empathic, and how/why that may be an influence at the point of 
committing a violent act. Thematic Analysis was used to analyse the 
scenarios findings and explore more broadly what factors were 
influencing the use of empathy and mentalisation. Findings indicate the 
barriers which may prevent underlying change from taking effect; for 
example, how implicit theories and affect regulation may affect this 
process on a situational basis. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper C2.8 
 
The influence of personal mitigating factors on criminal sentencing 
decisions 
 
Presenter – Ian Belton, I.Belton@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Criminal sentencing is a hugely important judgment task. Sentencing 
data show that the presence of mitigating factors, e.g. remorse or 
previous good deeds, has a significant impact on sentencing outcomes, 
yet there are currently very little empirical data on the relative weight 
given to different mitigating factors. Data regarding public opinion on 
mitigating factors are also scarce. Further, research to date has 
generally been based on self-reports or observation, rather than 
measuring judgments directly. The author’s PhD project involves using 
experimental methodology inspired by judgment analysis research (e.g. 
Cooksey, 1996) to measure the effect of personal mitigating factors on 
sentencing judgments from two perspectives: the public’s perception of 
sentencing fairness and actual sentencing decisions made by judges 
and/or magistrates. To examine public perceptions, two studies tested 
the effect of personal mitigating factors on individuals’ judgments about 
sentencing fairness. The first study, on burglary, found that participants 
were more likely to judge a sentence as too harsh and less likely to 
judge it too lenient when the offender was involved in a drug/alcohol 
rehabilitation program, or had performed unrelated good deeds. 
However, an offender showing remorse had no effect on fairness 
judgments. A second study extended the research to assault cases. 
Follow-up studies will examine the relative weight individuals give to 
mitigating factors when they co-occur with other mitigating and/or 
aggravating factors and investigate the real-world sentencing decisions 
made by judges and magistrates. 
 
Reference 
Cooksey, R. W. (1996). Judgment analysis: Theory, methods, and 
applications. San Diego: Academic Press. 
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Paper C2.9 
 
A qualitative study to understand how criminal intelligence analysts 
think, for the purpose of proposing a software design framework which 
could assist them with their sense-making activities 
 
Presenter – Celeste Groenewald, C.Groenewald@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Criminal Intelligence Analysts are required to analyse and solve 
problems under tight deadlines and within highly uncertain domains. 
The information that are available to them are mostly scattered across 
different sources and is unstructured, ambiguous, complex and 
incomplete. I aim to understand how analysts make sense of the 
information available to them through a qualitative study. The study will 
analyse criminal intelligence agent’s interview recordings as conducted 
by a separate research team. This approach will allow for the 
comparison and verification of my findings with theirs. Once the 
criminal intelligence analyst’s logical operational process is understood, 
I will attempt to identify the moments in time where they have reached 
a critical point, which either assisted their reasoning or their decision 
making process. By analysing the circumstances surrounding these 
critical points, I will attempt to understand the underlying elements and 
thinking processes which brought them to these critical points. In doing 
so will provide me with a framework on how intelligence software could 
be designed to assist analyst with their sense-making activities. As 
there is a correlation between sense-making and insight, I will also use 
the analysis of the critical point circumstances to evaluate if there were 
any elements which contributed to insight generation (if any) as 
proposed by Gerry Klein’s 3-path Insight model. 
 
The research leading to the results reported here has received funding 
from the European Union Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-
2013) through Project VALCRI, European Commission Grant 
Agreement N° FP7-IP-608142, awarded to Middlesex University and 
partners. 
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Paper D2.6 
 
Evaluating the impacts of an urban catchment on water and sediment 
quality of a receiving river 
 
Presenter – Luciana Alves, L.Alves@mdx.ac.uk 
	  
The European Union Water Framework Directive (EU WFD) aims to ensure that all European 
surface and groundwater bodies achieve good chemical and ecological status by 2027. Within this 
integrated water management approach, the role of river sediments is an important issue, as they 
can be a sink and source of a range of pollutants which can both directly and indirectly impact on 
the status of a receiving water body. However, whilst the environmental behaviour of a range of 
pollutants within surface waters has been extensively studied, the behaviour of many pollutants 
both within river sediments and between sediments and overlying waters has received 
considerably less attention. It is within this context that the current research project, using the 
Lower Lee catchment as study area, focuses on evaluating the levels of risk posed by in situ river 
sediments on receiving water quality.  
 
The Lower Lee in North London has been heavily modified over the last 100 years to cope with 
increasing urbanisation and to reduce flood risk. With current development and the planned future 
growth of the area, the pressure on the local environment will increase further. The Lower Lee 
receives major discharges of treated sewage effluent and is also in receipt of multiple surface 
water discharges from both combined and separate surface water sewer systems.  
 
The current project employs a combination of field, laboratory and desk-based studies to identify 
contaminant distributions in the Lower Lee. Water and sediment samples are collected from 11 
sites selected to represent variations in drainage and land use activities. Inductively coupled 
plasma atomic emission spectroscopy (ICP-AES) and inductively coupled plasma mass 
spectrometry (ICP-MS) are used to analyse samples for heavy metals (cadmium, copper, mercury, 
nickel, lead, tin and zinc). Batch tests are used to enhance understanding of pollutant transfer 
between sediment and the water column. Persistent organic pollutants, including 16 poly-aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) and a range of aliphatic hydrocarbons (C8 – C40) are analysed by gas 
chromatography – mass spectrometry (GC-MS). Results obtained to date have identified 
variations of heavy metal concentrations in the sediment across the sampling sites and in most 
cases levels of Cd, Cu, Pb and Zn exceeded the Canadian Interim Sediment Quality Guidelines.  
 
The results from all analyses will be integrated with a substance flow analysis approach and the 
development of a conceptual model within a GIS platform which will enable pollutant sources 
within a catchment to be prioritised in relation to the occurrence and behaviour of released 
pollutants within river sediments and associated interactions with overlying water.   
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Paper D2.7 
 
Planning and Building the British Concession, Tianjin,1860-1945: A 
comparative study of its urban and architectural development from a 
colonial perspective 
 
Presenter – Guodong (Gordon) Chen, 362332528@qq.com 
 
From a comparative perspective, this research focuses on the urban 
and architectural development of the British concession in Tianjin, 
1860-1945, which was the most flourishing one of seven British 
concessions in China and also the first and the most typical 
representative among nine concessions in Tianjin. Due to lack of 
enough historical archives and appropriate research methods, the 
urban history of its planning and construction hasn’t been sufficiently 
investigated in existing literature, especially lacking systematic 
comparative research with other concessions on town planning, 
building laws, engineers & architects and architectural styles. 
 
With detailed analysis of archives and historical mapping, I undertake a 
trans-national comparative analysis of planning and construction, 
architectural styles, internal forces of physical spatial development in 
its early modernization, from a perspective of colonial circulations by 
contextualizing them in Sino-British interactions and further making 
comparisons with developments of British concessions in other treaty 
ports like Shanghai, Guangzhou, Hankou, as well as other power’s 
concessions in Tianjin. 
 
The British consular officers, engineers and architects had objectively 
played key roles in the process of urban modernization and effectively 
promoted to realize loads of orderly, profitable, sanitary, and healthy 
urban enclaves in concession-cities in China. The interpretation of land 
regulations and building laws can help understand local spatial 
evolution and buildings construction. This research also attempts to 
explore the colonial circulations of planning and construction of British 
concessions or settlements following approximately a route of Britain – 
India - Southeast Asia - China (HongKong- Shanghai- Tianjin, etc.) - 
Japan - Korea. 

 

 
 
 
 
Paper D2.8 
 
The need for bioaccessibility/bioavailability in risk assessment: A case 
of an informal electronic waste-recycling site in Nigeria 
 
Presenter – Khadijah Ateda Isimekhai, K.Isimekhai@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Exposure to contaminated soil is an important pathway in human 
health risk assessment as contaminants can directly pose significant 
risks through oral ingestion, particle inhalation, and dermal contact. 
Risk assessment is a conceptual framework that provides the 
mechanism for a structured review of information relevant to estimating 
health or environmental outcomes. This study was carried out to 
assess the implication of the informal activities on the soil as well as 
human exposure of the populace at the recycling site. The non-
carcinogenic and carcinogenic risks of heavy metals (Cd, Cr, Cu, Pb, 
Ni, Sb and Zn) were characterized in topsoil samples from an informal 
e-waste recycling site in Lagos State, Nigeria.  The soil were analysed 
for total metal concentration as well as the bioavailable concentration 
using an ICP-OES. The risk on the total metal concentration was 
determined based on the USEPA model for risk assessment. The 
results indicated a very high risk due to the metal concentration. The 
cumulative hazard quotient which is also the hazard index (HI) showed 
that the workers in the study area were at very high health risk as the 
acceptable limits where exceeded. However, the results based on total 
metal concentrations may overestimate the actual risks to the workers 
in comparison with the results obtained using the bioavailable 
concentration. There is a need for incorporating bioaccessiblity studies 
in risk assessments to produce a more realistic estimation for human 
health risks of metal contamination in soils. This project aims to 
address this issue by carrying study using simulated gastrointestinal 
absorption study to ascertain the real risk upon exposure of these 
heavy metals through ingestion.   
 
Keywords: risk assessment, bioaccessibility, total metal concentration, 
bioavailable concentration 
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Paper D2.9 
 
Enzyme activity and MALDI TOF/TOF MS analysis of responses to 
stress induced by arsenic and antimony in Acidomyces acidophilus 
from tin-mining soil 
 
Presenter – Wai Kit Chan, W.Chan@mdx.ac.uk 
 
An Acidomyces acidophilus strain has been isolated from a tin mining 
soil in Cornwall, England that contained approximately 18970 mg kg-1 
arsenic (As) and 228 mg kg-1 antimony (Sb) with the soil pH around 1. 
Culture experiments showed that the strain could tolerate up to 22500 
mg kg-1 of As(V) and 100 mg kg-1 of Sb(V). This study examines the 
protein responses of A. acidophilus when exposed to As/Sb using 
MALDI TOF/TOF. The strain was exposed for 24 h to 100 mg/L of 
sodium arsenate (Na2HAsO4) and potassium antimonate [KSb(OH)6]. 
MALDI TOF/TOF MS analysis was carried out and tentatively identified 
that the following proteins were up-regulated in response to 
Na2HAsO4 and KSb(OH)6: malate dehydrogenase, phospholipase B, 
phosphoglycerate kinase, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase 
and 3-isopropylmalate dehydrogenase. In addition, the activities of 
enzymes glutathione reductase, glutathione transferase, superoxide 
dismutase and catalase in the presence of As and/or Sb are still being 
investigated. Also, the isolated A. acidophilus and three A. acidophilus 
reference type strains (CBS 335.97, CCF4251 and CCF3679) were 
characterised by MALDI TOF/TOF and all four strains showed very 
distinctive spectra that distinguish them readily. It has also been found 
that A. acidophilus grown in different media exhibited different mass 
spectra, thus affecting the identification of this strain. This provides 
further and in-depth opportunity to understand the extreme resistance 
to heavy metals by A. acidophilus and also identify the enzymes that 
are involved in the resistance mechanisms and thus contain 
biotechnological potential and future scientific uses such as 
bioremediation and clinical studies. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Paper D2.10 
 
The Potential of Adopting Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
(SUDS) for Urban Areas in Saudi Arabia 
 
Presenter – Ali Alahmari, A.Alahmari@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The aim of this research is to investigate the potential of adopting 
various types of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) for 
urban areas in Saudi Arabia. The research will address how it is 
possible to benefit from SUDS while working alongside the existing 
conventional drainage network, as well as how SUDS could help retain 
rain water in a country with a very arid environment. It is essential to 
explore the different points of view of relevant stakeholders concerning 
the potential of taking advantage of various types of SUDS. Moreover, 
it is important to realise the extent of the ability to accept and benefit 
from alternative solutions, besides conventional systems, to deal with 
rainwater in urban areas.  
 
During this research two phases of fieldwork to Saudi have been 
carried out. Firstly, an exploratory trip was made from 8th September 
till 4th October 2013, where the aim was to identify the key people who 
were likely to be the research participants, and also to obtain 
permission to conduct the main research with the different government 
bodies and organisations. Secondly, the main fieldwork and data 
collection was conducted between 8th September 2014 until 5th 
January 2015.  
 
A qualitative approach was utilised and implemented by conducting 
semi-structured Interviews with selected participants from across 
various government departments and other agencies. All interviews 
were voice-recorded, transcribed and translated from Arabic into 
English. Subsequently, thematic analysis was conducted using “NVivo 
9” computer software” to identify, analyse and report patterns (themes) 
that emerged from the data. A Grounded Theory approach was 
followed in the analysis, which in turn helps in generating research 
theory. The presentation will highlight some of the key findings in 
relation to the research aims and objectives. 
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Poster A1  
  
"Understanding Things: The Dimensions of Constructed Narrative In 
Design Artefacts" 
 
Presenter - Ahmed Mohammed Patel, AP1091@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Design is universal. It is present in studios and in workshops; on the factory 
floor and down the supermarket aisle; in commercial advertising and 
packaging; in household appliances and items of clothing; in movie animations 
and mobile applications (Sparke, 2009). Everything is designed in one way or 
another, (Antonelli, 2005) containing layers of narratives whether evident or 
ambiguous.  Some stories are shaped meaningfully into an object whilst 
others are not; some fashioned pretentiously, others embedded; some to 
communicate the materiality and manufacturing techniques, whilst others 
express waste; some immediately recognisable, understandable and iconic, 
others more subtle and enigmatic. There has been increasing attention on the 
story behind the object (Duits, 2003) that can be as captivating as a biography 
and a whole new universe opens up, the moment we decide to become 
acquainted with them (Antonelli, 2005). 
 
If the design that surrounds us reflects the way we are, then we need to 
become more rigorous in the way that we read its meaning (Redhead, 2000). 
The communication of the narrative can be regarded as the ‘gold-dust’ of 
design. The magic that enables one to inform, interact, develop and 
communicate ideas/innovations (Karanian & Kress, 2010) alongside initiate 
user experiences (Numa et al., 2009) and create meaning through engaging, 
conversing and analysing. Stories are like pearls, bits of reality now covered in 
countless glossy layers, (Koskinen et al., 2003) which shape the materiality of 
our surroundings in the evident and imperceptible, natural and artificial, blatant 
and indistinguishable. The disclosure of the rich glossy layers and its narrative 
facilitates the gaining of both former and contemporary knowledge, wisdom 
and information: a tool for entertaining, teaching and learning.  
 
The poster aims to deconstruct, categorise and visualise the dimensions of 
constructed narrative in design artefacts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poster A2   
 
Is Photographing Taxidermy a Double-Defiance of the Death-Drive? 
 
Display - Alexandra Murphy, AM2505@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This project explores the dialectical relationship between the 
photograph and its representation of the taxidermy specimen. Studying 
a natural history display at a museum reveals a subtle defiance against 
decay and death, through the preservation craft applied by a 
conservationist on a taxidermy specimen. The photograph is the 
product of a creative image‐making process a medium that captures 
and records a representation of its subject. The photograph is also the 
result of a preservation process, thus defying its own demise.  
 
Psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud’s controversial metapsychology 
explored the Triebentmischung – the organism’s struggle to diffuse 
the tension between the life‐drive and the death‐drive in its attempt 
to survive, but that in the end a return to a state of inertia was 
inevitable. This project considers the possibility that if the organic 
subject can possess its own death‐drive, then this characteristic can 
also be supposed of the photograph and its representation of inertia, 
suspension and entropy in the specimen. It is plausible then, that 
through the photograph’s preserved representation of a preserved 
taxidermy specimen, the image authenticates a double defiance 
against death. Philosophers, Roland Barthes and Walter Benjamin 
believed that the photograph captured the presence of the thing it 
represented: a dialectical ability to authenticate the existence of 
something inherent in the subject, unobservable to the naked eye. If 
the photograph has a dialectical ability to represent both the past 
(death) and the present (life), then in photographing taxidermy 
specimens and re-representing them, there is a probability that the 
photograph changes what we see. 
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Poster A3   
 
Typologies of kinaesthesia: An investigation into experience in youth 
and adolescence and exercise uptake in middle age through a life 
course perspective.  
 
Presenter - Anne Elliott, a.elliott@mdx.ac.uk 
 
What do you do if you cant find the right methodological tool for the job? 
You build your own. This study has used bricolage as a pragmatic 
solution for investigating the research questions. This has been built 
from the top down to create a bespoke solution. However, the payoff 
for not using an ‘off the shelf’ model means that each element requires 
significant justification. The resultant process produces a robust model 
that is borne out when data is placed into the framework to become 
‘real world’ research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster A4   
 
Evaluation of Peripherally Inserted Central Catheter (PICC) care 
training programme to improve clinical skills and knowledge in an 
Integrated Care Organisation (ICO) 
 
Presenter - Ash Purran, AP1330@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
In April 2011 the trust became an Integrated Care Organisation (ICO). 
Integrated care is the process where organisations merge their services 
and virtual integration, allowing providers to work together through 
networks and alliances (Hamm and Curry, 2011). Evidence indicates that 
the benefits of the Transforming Community Services programme will be 
realised only if organisational integration is used to promote clinical and 
service integration (Hamm and Curry, 2011). To deliver the ICO’s strategy 
requires a flexible workforce with variable skill mix in all care settings. In 
order to achieve its strategy the organisation has to ensure education and 
training is maintained to support safe, high quality care that demonstrates 
value for money, promotes flexibility and widens participation with its 
expansion of services. 
  
Following integration, it was observed that since the merging and 
expansion of the organisation’s acute and community services, the nursing 
workforce were dealing more with patients having long term therapy 
through a PICC. At the same time it was also noted that the rate of PICC 
related complications had increased. A lack of training and awareness 
were identified as the major issues as those factors were causing PICC 
complications and an increase in admission rate. The gap in knowledge 
and poor practice were causing discomfort to patients and their relatives 
and financial pressure on the organisation. 
 
This project describes the evaluation of a new PICC training programme 
that was developed and implemented to fill in the gap. The outcome and 
findings of the evaluation will provide the ICO with information to reflect on 
and for developing other potential training needs that might arise in the 
future to facilitate integration of care. 
 
Reference: Ham, C. et al (2011) Integrated Care. The King’s Fund, 
London 
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Poster A5   
 
How a parenting strategy can inform how students can support dis-
advantaged families  
 
Presenter - Beth Gallagher, B.Gallagher@mdx.ac.uk 
 
This presentation aims to explore how a parenting strategy can be 
embedded into a BA Early Childhood Studies programme to equip 
students to support the transition from home to nursery for 
disadvantaged family. 
 
Research by Brooker (2008); Margetts & Kieng, (2013) examine the 
impact of transition and the significance of the parenting role on a 
child’s learning and resilience.  Pascal & Bertram (2013) address the 
role of early education and parenting programmes to counter socio-
economic disadvantage.  Save the Children (2013) research shows the 
need for early years strategies to enhance access and achievement.  
 
Theoretical framework relies on Bronfenbrenner Ecological Systems 
Theory (1994) and Bowlby’s research on attachment (1951).    
 
 This small scale study evaluates data collected from an early years 
FAST parenting programme and includes a focus group interview; 
questionnaires collected from parents and the team at the beginning 
and end of the programme to gain views of the benefits for children 
and families.   
 
All participants were informed of the purpose of the research and 
ethical procedures to ensure confidentiality were in place (BERA, 2011; 
FAST 2014). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster A6   
 
Developing a Standardized Tool for the Interpretation and Reporting of 
Radiology Diagnostic Accuracy Studies (RADART) 
 
Presenter - Betty Anne Schwarz, BS587@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Purpose: Radiologists rely on the results of published clinical trials 
within the literature as a guide to achieving standards of accuracy. 
However; this is predicated on the fact that the quality of reporting for 
diagnostic accuracy trials is of high standards, which it is not. The field 
of radiology needs to develop standardised methods of interpreting 
research that is accurate, transferrable and appropriate to patient care. 
   
Materials and Methods:  Although the STARD (Standards for the 
Reporting of Diagnostic Accuracy Studies) tool was developed in 2003 
to improve the quality of reporting diagnostic accuracy studies, its use 
has been slowly adopted whereby revisions may be necessary. The 
goal of this project is to develop a standardized tool that is specific to 
radiology diagnostic accuracy trials for radiologists and trainees to use 
when reporting and interpreting radiology diagnostic accuracy studies. 
This action research project is currently being developed and tested. 
  
Results:  The revised tool (RADART) has been developed with 
radiological experts via the Delphi technique. The explanation and 
elaboration document is being developed which will accompany the 
RADART as a user guideline. It will be piloted with the radiology 
residents and Fellows in comparison to the current STARD. This is the 
first time a reporting tool will be validated in practice. 
  
Conclusions: By developing a revised tool and reporting guideline that 
is specific to interpreting the quality of reporting of radiology diagnostic 
accuracy studies it will enable the clinician to interpret and evaluate the 
reliability and usefulness of the results specifically to radiology. 
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Poster A7   
 
A collaborative methodology between photography and performance in 
ethnographically informed research 
 
Presenter - Carla Hamer, CH965@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This work investigates the appropriateness of a performative approach 
in a photography-led research project focused on the study of a Danish 
micro community in Argentina. Sensitive to the non-transferability of 
local cultures and memories and conscious that ethnographers are 
implicated subjects, this work proposes a visual re-staging and re-
construction of transnational memories.  
 
However, the use of photography as a performative ethnographic 
research methodology raises epistemological and historical questions. 
Photography has been generally understood in relation to the format of 
the established camera and its vertical divide between what is in front 
and behind a viewfinder. The unified viewpoint, single frontal lens fixed 
a separation between the operator and subject matter while at the 
same time allowed to fix the photographer as the external and 
objective creator of ‘referential images’ (Azoulay, 2014). This alleged 
objectivity of the photograph has been related to the demands of 
verification and visual evidence of a positivist theoretical perspective 
and sociological interests (Margolis and Rowe, 2011). But drawing on 
the idea of performativity as speech that ‘does’ or ‘performs’ something 
(Butler, 1997:197), a performative approach in photography seeks to 
create situations and acts rather than descriptions. A performative 
methodology is therefore mainly concerned with participations, 
experiences and narratives rather than an end product.  
 
This project addresses the collaborative and multidisciplinary 
possibilities that a displacement in the roles of the photographer, the 
photographed and audience generate, and proposes a movement 
towards photography as an event informed by relations between 
‘selves’ and ‘others’ (Townsend, 2015:35). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster A8   
 
Meaning in life – what we know and what we don’t know.   
 
Presenter - Chris Middleton, C.Middleton@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Historically, psychology’s focus has largely been on reducing suffering.  
Positive psychology, in contrast, seeks to understand well-being, and 
how this can be achieved.  It has been suggested that well-being 
comprises five elements, one of which is meaning in life.   
 
Empirical research confirms that meaning in life is correlated with 
various aspects of well-being For example, correlations have been 
found between the amount of meaning individuals consider their lives 
to have, and their levels of happiness, life satisfaction and health.  A 
lack of meaning in life has been found to be correlated with depression 
and anxiety.  Empirical research has also provided evidence of the 
factors that provide meaning in individuals’ lives.  These include 
relationships, pleasure, personal growth, health and religious beliefs.   
 
To date, most research into meaning in life has relied on participants’ 
own assessment of whether their life has meaning.  What is missing is 
an integrative model of how meaning in life is achieved.  The cognitive 
processes involved in determining whether an individual’s life has 
meaning (for example, whether these are primarily automatic or 
deliberative) are not yet fully understood.  Similarly, while there is some 
evidence of a correlation between positive affect and meaning in life, 
the exact role of affective factors remains to be understood.   
 
The poster will present what is known about the nature of meaning in 
life, what needs to be known, and how the programme of research will 
address this. 
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Poster A9   
 
Exploring Health-Related Quality of Life (HRQL) in Children with Sickle 
Cell Disease (SCD) 
 
Presenter - Christina Constantinou, CC1175@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) is one of the most prevalent genetically 
inherited haemoglobinopathies. Clinical manifestations include pain 
syndromes such as vaso-occlusive crisis and serious neurologic 
complications. Children with SCD may also experience psychological 
distress, social isolation and an impaired Health-Related Quality of Life 
(HRQL). Clinical manifestations and psychosocial factors may be 
managed, to a certain degree by engaging in daily health behaviours 
including a high protein diet, hydration and avoiding excessive exercise. 
However, children’s ability to engage in healthy behaviours may be 
undermined by their condition, social influences, their environment and 
psychological factors. These behaviours have rarely been studied in 
paediatric SCD populations and have not been examined in relation to 
HRQL. Moreover, studies have failed to adopt the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) definition of HRQL as the discrepancy between 
individuals’ perceived self and ideal self. Thirty-two semi-structured 
interviews facilitated by children’s drawings of their perceived and ideal 
selves were conducted with children with SCD and their healthy 
siblings aged five to twelve years old. Preliminary thematic analysis of 
the transcripts and drawings revealed that children with SCD consider 
their perceived selves as; staying inside, not physically active, healthy 
diet, hydration, financial restrictions, fear of stigmatisation, secrecy 
about SCD and their ideal selves as; going outside, participating in 
physical activities and having financial resources. Their healthy siblings 
consider their perceived selves as; physically active, healthy diet, 
religious, resenting siblings’ condition and financial restrictions and 
their ideal selves as having; financial resources and spending time with 
parents. There is a greater discrepancy between the perceived and 
ideal selves of children with SCD compared to their healthy siblings. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster A10   
 
Who holds the baby? The contribution of Early Years Teachers to 
practice with babies 
 
Presenter - Dilys Wilson, d.x.wilson@mdx.ac.uk 
 
The poster will consider the process of planning practitioner research 
based on my role in training Early Years Teachers with children from 
birth to five years with a particular focus on the care and education of 
babies. The newly introduced title of ‘teachers’ and ‘teacher training’ for 
this age group widens the multi-professional perspective on ‘Who holds 
the baby?’ 
 
The research design will be guided by methods which include 
consideration of the emotional processes involved in practice with 
babies and the particular challenges of group care and education with 
babies and relationships with families.  This will include looking at 
different ways of thinking about the care of babies across subject 
disciplines and professional boundaries and sharing the language and 
expertise arising from different professional heritages.   
 
The poster will explore ways of developing collaboration with key 
stakeholders such as the trainee teachers, their mentors in early years 
settings, the babies and their key people. The aim of this process is to 
guide the research design and fine-tune the research questions in 
order to expose any hidden issues and power dynamics. This will help 
to clarify the focus of training for Early Years Teachers in their 
endeavours to lead practice with babies. 
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Poster A11  
 
"Determination of Psychological Factors Integral for the Development 
of Expertise in Tennis" 
 
Presenter - Floyd Williams, FW163@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The acquisition of expertise in sport has been a focal point amongst 
researchers for several decades (Ericsson, Krampe & Tesch-Romer, 1993; 
Ecrisson & Charness, 1994; Duffy, Baluch & Ericsson, 2004; Mann, Williams, 
Ward & Janelle, 2007). However, no research has been aimed specifically at 
the acquisition of expertise in the highly elite sport of professional tennis. The 
aim of this study is to investigate the factors that contribute to the 
development of expertise amongst elite tennis players. By identifying these 
factors it is hoped that the findings will further enable sport scientists, coaches 
and players to implement plans to expedite the attainment of expertise in this 
prestigious sport. To elicit the best possible results, qualitative research using 
semi-structured interviews will be employed. As recommended by Ericsson, 
Charness, Feltovich and Hoffman (2006, p. 4), elite tennis coaches, former 
and current “world class” players who have been involved in tennis for over 10 
years (Ericsson, et al., 1993) and have been top participants in tennis Grand 
Slam tournaments, the highest level of competition for tennis players, will be 
interviewed and asked to give their opinion on the factors which they believe 
are necessary for individuals to develop into elite tennis players and hence to 
be considered as an “expert” performer in tennis. Implications of the results 
will be discussed with a view to guide follow up planned doctoral research. 
	  
References: 
Covassin, T., & Pero, S. (2004). The relationship between self-confidence, mood state and 
anxiety among collegiate tennis players. Journal of Sport Behaviour, 27,230 -241 
Duffy, L., Baluch, B., & Ericsson, A. (2004). Dart performance as a function of facets of practice 
amongst professional and amateur men and women players. International Journal of Sport, 35, 
232-245. 
Goffi, C. (1998). Tournament Tough. 72 Broadwick House, London, W1V 2BP: Ebury Press, 
National Magazine House. 
Ecrisson, A. & Charness,N. (1994). Expert performance: Its structure and acquisition. The 
American Psychologist, 48,725-74. 
Ericsson, K. A., Charness, N., Feltovich, P, J., & Hoffman, R. R. (2006). The Cambridge 
Handbook of Expertise and Performance. Cambridge University 
Press, England. 
Ericsson, K. A., Krampe, R. T., & Tesch-Romer, C. (1993). The role of deliberate practice in the 
acquisition of expert performance. Psychological Review, 100, 363-406. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster A12   
 
Diabetes and depression: A quest for its source 
 
Presenter - Kristina van Dam, KV174@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
People with diabetes have twice the risk of being diagnosed with 
depression than the general population. However, underlying 
mechanisms remain unclear. 
 
Depression has been linked to increased EEG response to errors 
(error related negativity; ERN) compared to non-depressed controls. 
Moreover, studies have found asymmetry of frontal EEG alpha power 
in people with current or past depression but not in acutely induced 
negative mood, suggesting an underlying biological mechanism, which 
may be influenced by persistent hyperglycaemia.  
 
Depression in diabetes has also been associated with the stresses that 
living with diabetes entails, including adaptation to an increasingly 
complex self-care regime, and dealing with diabetes complications. 
The cost of these diabetes-related stresses may result in mental 
exhaustion, a contributing factor of hopelessness depression. This is 
also associated with lower ERN amplitudes.  
 
In order to gain better understanding of the underlying mechanisms of 
depression in people with diabetes, I propose to compare baseline 
frontal alpha power and ERN amplitudes during an Eriksen choice 
reaction time task in depressed and non-depressed people with 
diabetes. I hypothesise that depressed people with diabetes would 
show an absence of frontal alpha asymmetry and lower ERN 
amplitudes compared to their non-depressed counterparts, suggesting 
that depression in diabetes is linked to mental exhaustion. Higher left 
hemispheric alpha power and higher ERN amplitudes in depressed 
people with diabetes could indicate an underlying depressogenic risk 
factor, which, combined with diabetes-distress, may lead to depressive 
symptoms. 
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Poster A13  
 
Whole body cryotherapy as a recovery intervention in athletic 
populations 
 
Presenter - Laura Jane Wilson, LW622@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
It is well documented that novel or unaccustomed exercise can result 
in symptoms of exercise-induced muscle damage (EIMD).  
 
Physiological stresses can manifest as reduced performance potential, 
likely to result from increased muscle soreness and decreased muscle 
function, as well as increased stiffness and swelling that can last for a 
number of days. Interventions to improve recovery rates following 
EIMD are of particular interest to athletes, given that symptoms can 
impact upon subsequent training and performance. The aim of this 
project is to examine the use of whole body cryotherapy (WBC) as a 
recovery strategy for athletic populations. Although initially developed 
to provide therapeutic treatment for patients with rheumatic diseases, 
WBC chambers have become popular with clubs, teams and 
individuals within the context of sport. The extreme nature of WBC with 
temperatures routinely dropping below -110 ºC means that exposures 
tend to be much shorter than with more traditional methods. With 
average exposure times of approximately 3 minutes and the option to 
have more than 1 person in a chamber at any given time, WBC offers a 
quick and effective means of treating athletes following training or 
competition.  By evaluating the effectiveness of WBC following different 
types of exercise stress and optimising treatment conditions, it might 
be possible to minimise the negative implications of training and 
competition and optimise recovery for athletes. 
 
Results from these studies could also be used to inform practice in 
health settings and have far reaching implications. WBC is already 
used to treat patients with inflammatory disorders and diseases, but it 
could be utilised in the treatment of patients following surgery or other 
traumatic injuries. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster A14   
 
Psychological and Social Aspects of Children Born by Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies in Iran 
 
Presenter - Manijeh Pir Jalian, MP969@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Aim: The study reported here is study 1 of a series of 3 studies 
examining psychological and social aspects of children born by 
Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs) in Iran. In study 1 the 
attitudes of Iranians (men and women) on the extent to which ART 
born children may be different to naturally born children on issues 
related to education, IQ, physical growth and psychological and 
behavioural adjustment are examined. A comparison was also made 
with attitudes of Westerners (men and women) on the same topics.   
 
Materials and Procedure: A 24 item Likert style questionnaire was used 
for study 1 (in English and Farsi) in which each item was selected from 
the results of previously published studies on the psychological and 
social aspects of children born by ART. For example “ART conceived 
children are more hyperactive than naturally conceived children”.  The 
participants were required to respond to each item by selecting one of 
the four options namely; Strongly agree, Agree, Disagree and Strongly 
disagree for each statement. 
 
Results: The results of study 1 will be discussed in relation to culture 
specific as opposed to universality of attitudes towards children born as 
a result of ART. Furthermore it will form the basis of follow up studies 
in which women undergoing ART and families of children born as a 
result of Assisted Reproductive Technologies, will be the focus of the 
investigation. 
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Poster A15   
 
Understanding Decision-Making In Child Protection: Health Visiting 
Perspectives 
 
Presenter - Mfon Archibong, MA1114@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Introduction: The start of life is a crucial period for children and caregivers, and under the 
universal services, health visitors (HVs) core role is intended to reduce the number of children 
requiring formal safeguarding arrangement, reduce premature death and number of children living 
with preventable harm and ill health9.  
 
Statement of problem: HVs refer children to children and social care - CSC where social workers 
(SWs) conduct assessment of need to protect children from harm. Evidence from 2009 to 2013 
statistical reports, there are differences between number of referrals made and number of children 
identified to have needs and no research explores these differences13,14&15,.  
  
Objectives of study: 
• Explore impacts of decision errors  
• Gain insight into the causes of widening gap between HVs’ referrals to CSC and proportion of 
children CSC actually identify to have need   
 
Theoretical Framework: 
Clinical Decision Making theory of Hamm5 has been found to be relevant in explaining decision-
making process to develop clinical expertise in Medicine in three categories and thus applicable to 
explore HVs’ decisions making. The categories are:  
a) Intuitive or  peer-aided  (e.g practice wisdom) 
b) system-aided  (e.g Assessment framework) 
c) Randomised control trial (e.g Sign Of Safety)  
 
The Sign of Safety is a tool developed to help child protection practitioners to work collaboratively 
and in partnership with children and families.10 
 
Research question: Do clinical decision making approaches of health visitors influence outcomes 
of referral of Children to CSC?  
 
Research Methods: A two-phase mixed-method research to explore differences in referral 
outcomes from three decision-making approaches identified above.  
The first phase of inquiry will use Case Study to look at 50 randomly selected referrals then focus 
on 10 HVs. In phase 2, training on Sign Of Safety approach in decision-making will be provided to 
the 10 HVs selected in phase 1, and follow up their subsequent referral to CSC over 12-month 
period.  
 
Data Analysis: Thematic analysis will be applied to qualitative data; and quantitative data will be 
analysed using SPSS..  
 
Conclusions: Evidence shows differences between HVs referrals to CSC and number of children 
identified to have need. The study seeks to identify and explain the causes of these gaps.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster A16   
 
Aesthetics of Empathy: affective affinities and latent gothicness in 
contemporary sculpture 
 
Presenter - Murray Anderson, MA2407@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
My practice-based research project, mediated by concerns that have 
emerged via my studio practice, is positioned at a synthesised 
intersection between the concept of the Gothic, along with its haunted 
associations with adolescence, the uncanny, and nostalgia, in dialogue 
with the notion of empathy. The Gothic and empathy are umbrella 
terms with tangled histories that defy ready definition. Both have 
become incorporated into numerous disciplines however each 
originated within the visual arts: the Gothic to describe non-classical art 
and architecture produced between the 11th and 16th centuries, and 
empathy was developed in the late 19th century to explain aesthetic 
experience. Through my art practice, artist interviews, and close 
reading of other contemporary artists’ work I will analyze the affective 
potential transmitted via sculptural construction and expression. 
Furthermore, I will contextually gauge the latent persistence of Gothic 
expression in popular culture. In doing so, I wish to address the 
questions of how empathy is engendered in contemporary sculpture 
and whether such an empathetic aesthetic can be read within an 
expanded Gothic paradigm. 
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Poster A17   
 
Links between musical and linguistic abilities in preschoolers: The role 
of cognitive and environmental factors 
 
Presenter - Nina Politimou, AP1389@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Links between music and language have been extensively examined in 
adults and school aged children, with many studies relating linguistic 
advantages to years of musical training. Relevant research in 
preschoolers is rather limited to children ≥ 4 years and typically 
explores links between single linguistic and musical aptitudes rather 
than evaluating a broad range of linguistic skills. The role of 
environmental factors such as parent’s musical experience in the 
musical development of young children has also been understudied.  
 
This research is designed to explore associations between a broad 
range of musical abilities, language development and memory in 3- 
and 4-year-old children with the aims of a) examining these links more 
extensively and at a younger age than previously studied, b) evaluating 
the possible mediating effect of cognitive factors such as general ability 
and memory on these links and c) evaluating the possible moderating 
effect of the family’s musical environment on these skills.  
 
Original age-appropriate musical tasks were designed for this 
experiment and standardized measures are used to evaluate language 
development, memory and general cognitive ability. Parents/guardians 
complete a questionnaire providing information about their own musical 
experience and the child’s exposure to music within the family. 
 
This investigation sheds light on the origins and development of the 
music-language association contributing to the debate of whether or 
not language and music rely on shared cognitive mechanisms. It also 
aims to provide insights about how cognitive and environmental factors 
might contribute in musical and linguistic skills at a young age. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster A18   
 
“Patronage” at Art Gene Cumbria: an experiment into the 
relinquishment of artists authorship and craft  
 
Presenter - Rebecca Key, RK697@live.mdx.ac.uk  
 
Rebecca Key’s work examines the relationship between artist, gallery 
space and the myths that surround the creative process using mise-en-
scéne. In this instance, mise-en-scéne refers to set dressing and other 
related techniques used within art departments in the film and 
television industry and how these can be actualised in installation. This 
display focuses on her site-specific installation exhibited at Art Gene, 
Cumbria, 2014. 
 
The work tested the supposition of releasing all control of a work:  all 
authority given to the audience to ‘dress the set’. This was a concise 
exploration into artwork narration and authenticity. 
 
The site housed offices, workshops, artists’ studios, a conference 
space, café, council meeting rooms and registry offices. A desk and 
chair framed the work and the audience were invited to donate an item, 
freely adding throughout the duration of the exhibition to the ‘live’ 
artwork. The work slowly became "set dressed"; creating an installation 
relying purely on contributions, serendipitous encounters, object finding, 
giving and placing. 
 
Dialogue and cultural exchange occurred between employees, 
receptionists, caretakers, artists, technicians, new and returning 
visitors. They began to reconsider their collective environment, 
regenerating an awareness of the space and shared professional and 
communal happenings within the building,  
 
The epistemological approach to the project allowed for data collection 
of all documentation, interaction and physically donated objects. The 
role of artist, curator, visitor and creator became blurred within 
audience interactions and decisions- the audience became the 
patronages of the work. This display outlines the research questions, 
methods and analysis in detail, and the project is funded by the BBC 
Grace Wyndham Goldie Trust Fund. 
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Display A19   
 
Between Soundings – Room C210  
 
Presenter - Simon Limbrick, SL1239@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
A contrasting presentation of three mixed-media works that interrogate 
key elements of the relationship between the performer and the 
audience. Each piece defines a different relationship with the 
performance materials, whether they are seen, heard or felt. The 
compositional processes of each piece create a kind of triangulation 
between the sound production, visual materials and the observer. 
Initially there appears to be a dominant element but this is broken 
down as the work unfolds. Visual signals, gestures or sonic-graphings 
become the starting points of an internalised journey to explore the 
potential of sound manipulating image, with the performer in the role of 
facilitator. In other parts, the performer directs the visual and aural 
focus of a moment that evolves into a manipulation of the sound space 
itself, enclosing the observer in the sonic structures, even playing on 
their physiological perception and experiences. Soundings are made 
by interpreting returned impulses, in order to establish the details of an 
environment. The combined performance materials and communicative 
modes of these works function to establish a better understanding of 
what holds them together. 
 
Total duration 30 minutes 
 
Love Song Michael Wolters   Maracas, semaphore, triggered text 
Signals  Simon Limbrick    Percussion, motion controlled image/sound 
A Hidden Order Lee Westwood/ Sama Mara Vibraphone, sound 
generated images. 
 
Technical set up: The largest computer screen possible, like the one in 
Grove building. 
 
A compact 4 way sound system. ie speakers to make a square around 
the audience. 
 
All audio will come directly out of my computer interface. DI’s as 
necessary. 

 
 
 
Poster A20   
 
Reconstructing Music of The Early Irish Harp 
 
Presenter - Siobhán Armstrong, SA2287@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Though the early Irish harp is the national emblem of Ireland it is now 
very unfamiliar. It was the musical pinnacle of Gaelic culture in Ireland 
and the Highlands & Islands of Scotland from before 1000 to c. 1800. 
The harp which is now called the ‘Irish harp’ was invented in the 19th 
century and is utterly dissimilar. 
 
My research explores historically informed performance practice for 
early Irish harp and related vocal repertory. My objective is to make 
better known this evocative musical repertory, which has been obscure 
for more than 200 years. 16th- to 18th-century Irish harp music 
survives in 17th- to 19th-century Irish and Scottish MSS and printed 
sources. These are incomplete or problematic for many reasons. I am 
working to identify the historiographical issues involved and to 
reconstruct the music in the light of Historically Informed Performance 
practice. 
 
I perform on replicas of early Irish harps strung in brass and 18-carat 
gold and I explore possible Gaelic tunings, temperaments, melodic 
ornamentation, accompaniment and harmony in the light of surviving 
Irish harp MS evidence and also that of harp repertory surviving in 
Renaissance Scottish lute MSS. 
 
I will produce the first CD recordings of some of this repertoire, some 
set within the context of the English colonial music which would have 
been played in Ireland at the same period. I will also publish annotated 
performers’ editions of the repertory, which will – for the first time – 
include the poetry of the song airs married to their melodies. 
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Poster A21   
 
‘Development’ in the context of a psychological therapy training:  an 
autoethnography 
 
Presenter - Sophie Armes, SA1373@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Work that involves the purposeful influencing of one mind by another 
places a significant ethical responsibility upon practitioners.  Inherent in 
training to become a psychological therapist therefore, is a 
commitment to demonstrate both professional and personal 
development.  Professional development is generally understood in 
terms of therapeutic techniques, theoretical explanations and 
qualification.  However, personal development is an ill-defined and 
unclearly specified area of training; tending to be endowed with 
innumerable implicit meanings and shared understandings it receives 
little explicit attention.   
 
Arguably because it is such a poorly articulated area, methodological 
and conceptual difficulties exist in relation to researching personal 
development. There is an absence of published research offering 
descriptive information about this complex and evocative process.  
This project looks towards autoethnography (Ellis, 2004) as a form of 
qualitative research positioned between science and art, analysis and 
subjectivity, ethnography and autobiography which emphasises one 
trainee’s experience as a starting point for understanding others’ and a 
phenomenon of great clinical importance. 
 
Data collected via a series of critical conversations with others, journal 
entries, emails and systematic introspection will be analysed, relevant 
theory and research applied to produce a reflective, deeply grounded 
psychological account of development recognising the affective, socio-
cultural and systemic dimensions.  This autoethnography should 
constitute work that resonates epistemologically with trainees’ 
experience and represent an important contribution to the development 
of methodologies within counselling psychology.  Once this 
phenomenon is sufficiently well understood at the single-case level, 
intelligent extrapolation may be possible. 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster A22   
 
Compassionate caring in midwifery – preparing for fieldwork 
 
Presenter - Sue Macdonald, SM2827@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The Francis report highlighted the lack of compassionate care by staff 
at Mid Staffordshire Hospital, and the  professional and media spotlight 
was on the need for competent, compassionate care.  Though 
maternity services were not implicated, other reports from user groups, 
professional associations, research and anecdotal evidence suggest 
that some women experience  a lack of compassion and care from 
maternity services.  The considerable research into compassion within 
nursing has not been matched by midwifery.  This project is based on 
an integrative review and  literature review, including literature from 
nursing, medical, psychological and midwifery sources.   The 
integrative review has highlighted a significant number of opinion and 
policy papers, but a lack of research in this area,  particularly midwifery 
practice and the care of women and their babies.  
  
This research is centred on the role of the midwife and her interactions 
with the mother and family during pregnancy and childbirth. 
  
My  central  research question is 'How do women and midwives 
experience compassionate care within the childbearing continuum? '  
  
Using an innovative research methodology, I  will explore the reality of  
the experience of the childbearing woman and her attending midwife. 
This will be linked  with how practitioners understand compassionate 
caring; impacting factors that may reduce compassion; and factors that 
may enhance and support compassionate care. This methodology has 
a number of challenges including recruitment, managing difficult 
experiences (midwife and mother), guilt and fears of litigation. 
  
Currently the research is the stage of ethical approval application, 
aiming for data collection over the summer 2015. 
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Poster A23   
 
Exploitation of Biomarkers in Medicine 
 
Presenter - Falak Iqbal, FI124@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
There are major concerns and efforts to tackle life threatening diseases 
such as cancer, cardio vascular disease and acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). On the other hand some diseases 
such as common allergy which are not life threatening but affect 
millions of people are also a major concern in the medical world. This 
study looks at how biomarkers have a massive impact to diagnostic 
and therapeutic medicine.  
 
CD4 cell counts are the commonly used markers to monitor HIV 
progression. HIV progression is increased as the CD4 level decreases 
in the blood. Specific liposomal targeting to the CD4 receptor will be 
analysed. This will be achieved by conjugation of anti-CD4 to the 
recombinant liposome, which in theory can be used as a drug delivery 
vector to infected cells as well as an antagonist. The uptake of anti-
CD4 conjugated liposomes by the CD4 receptor will be measured.  
 
Type 1 hypersensitivity is the most common of allergic reactions which 
are provoked by a specific type of antigen known as an allergen.  
Allergy is measured by the allergen-specific IgE levels in one’s blood 
serum. Cancer is described as uncontrolled cell division of abnormal 
cells. 1 in 2 people in the UK will get cancer in their lifetime. This study 
will focus on proteomics-based approaches to distinguish cancer-
bearing patient’s sera by measuring the level of autoantibodies.  
 
Pollen allergy and Cancer autoantibodies will be analysed using the 
Nanodot Array Luminometric Immuno-Assay (NALIA). This method is 
able to use minimal (nanodot) amount of sample to give qualitative and 
quantitative results. This assay will allow analysis via colorimetric and 
chemiluminescence results. 
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Poster B1   
 
An Evaluation of Facebook as a Learning Platform  
 
Presenter - Azam Shokri, AS1157@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Studies suggest that there is an evident link between improved 
academic performances of students with the increasingly collaborative 
use of social networks. The role of social networks on informal learning 
styles has indicated that alongside its remarkable impact on enhancing 
communication and transfer of knowledge among students, learners 
with certain psychological and cognitive characteristics found the 
pedagogical features of social networks beneficial to their academic 
progress. Social networking sites hold promises for online education.  
 
However studies on the use of social networks in education lack 
empirical literature on the student experience in formal settings. This 
study suggests findings related to the general improved academic 
performance of students with the use of face book in formal learning 
environment. Insights are shared on course delivery guidelines using 
face book as the most popular social network amongst information 
technology students. The objectives of this paper is to evaluate 
dimensions of social learning networks orientated pedagogy that is 
generated with the use of face book in further and higher education 
courses. 
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Poster B2  
 
The role of EI in the development of adolescents’ social and emotional 
abilities and skills 
 
Presenter - Arif Mahmud, AM2712@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Emotional Intelligence (EI) is a concept that can explain how individuals 
develop and manage their own emotions and the emotions of others, and 
cope with emotionally charged situations. High levels of El have been 
found to be related to improved emotional well-being, social adaptability 
and academic achievement. Previous EI development programmes 
implemented in secondary schools in the US and UK has led to mixed 
results as they mainly focus on assessing the perception of impact. 
Therefore, the potential success of the programmes to positively improve 
UK secondary aged pupil outcomes is untested.  
 
This study will conduct ethnographic research to understand the school 
context in order to ascertain the main social and emotional challenges 
facing young adolescents at the start of their secondary school journey. 
Observations will be carried out to provide the researcher with ways to 
check for nonverbal expression of feelings, grasp how participants 
communicate with each other and check where problem behaviours occur. 
Additionally, interviews will be held with staff at the school to guide the 
focus of the intervention. 
 
Subsequently, this study will aim to explore whether the introduction of an 
intervention programme to support the development of EI competencies 
can increase EI and academic achievement. It is hypothesised that 
students who develop improved levels of EI will develop an increased self-
perception of their ability to cope at school, academically, socially and 
overall with the transition to secondary school than pupils with low EI. 
Results will be considered in terms of implications for future intervention 
studies. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster B3   
 
Distributed Sensemaking: the Development of a Conceptual 
Framework for Understanding Sensemaking Through the Lens of 
Distributed Cognition 
 
Ashley J. Wheat, AW704@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Sensemaking is described as the process of comprehension, finding 
meaning and gaining insight from information. Though there are a 
number of proposed models and theories of sensemaking process, 
including Klein et al’s Data/Frame model, Pirolli and Card’s analysis of 
sensemaking in intelligence analysis and Weick’s analysis of 
sensemaking in organisations, among others, there is little work in 
understanding it as a distributed process. In light of this, the work 
presented here is led by the notion that sensemaking not only involves 
the mind of a single individual, but takes place in a situated context 
where the sensemaker elicits numerous resources and 
representational media as part of the  their sensemaking process. For 
example, the navigator on the bridge of a ship will take a number of 
visual bearings and plot them as lines of position on a map in order to 
compute a fix of his ship’s location.  
 
By carrying out a number of empirical, observational studies of 
complex sensemaking tasks, such as military intelligence analysis, this 
work seeks to explore sensemaking through the lens of Distributed 
Cognition. It aims to produce not only an account of sensemaking, but 
of the distribution of resources, artefacts and elements of the socio-
technical environment that enable it to take place. This work aims to 
contribute a novel approach in the analysis of human sensemaking 
rooted in theory from human-computer interaction (HCI) and cognitive 
science. Through a number of empirical studies, this work will see the 
development of a conceptual framework of Distributed Sensemaking 
aimed at providing a language and set of concepts for understanding of 
complex sensemaking scenarios. It is envisaged that this will provide 
HCI researchers with a systematic means in carrying out an analysis of 
sensemaking tasks for the design and development of interactive 
technologies. 
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Poster B4   
 
The Pedagogy of Critical Thinking in University Early Childhood 
Studies 
 
Presenter - Beverley Barnaby, BB384@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Developing students’ critical thinking skills is a main aim of higher 
education and most educationalists agree that cultivating such skills is 
essential for students who are engaged in academic study (Behar-
Horenstein and Niu, 2011).  This is because critical thinking enables 
learners to dig below the surface of subjects and engage in critical 
dialogue with its main arguments and theories (Cottrell, 2011). Also, 
critical thinking helps people to be responsible citizens, which is 
another aim of higher education (Behar-Horenstein and Niu, 2011).   
 
As ‘assessment of student learning is a fundamental function of higher 
education’ (Higher Education Academy, 2012: 7) and involves an 
understanding of the appropriate standards and judgements of quality 
(Bould, 2000), it follows that both students and tutors need to 
understand what constitutes these standards and judgements of quality 
when assessing critical thinking.  
 
This research focuses upon the way in which tutors and students, who 
are teaching and learning on a BA in Early Childhood Studies 
Programme, assess critical thinking abilities in order to ensure students’ 
progression in this cognitive skill. The project uses an Action Research 
methodology, whereby Early Childhood Studies tutors across the 
United Kingdom are surveyed and tutors and students from a north 
London university are interviewed. The data generated, alongside 
knowledge gained from reviewing the literature is used to create a tool 
kit for assessing critical thinking. The second phase of this research 
will evaluate the effectiveness of the toolkit in order to enter the next 
cycle within the project. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster B5   
 
"Teaching dance for hearing impaired pupils in schools" 
 
Presenter - Heashin Park, HP404@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
My research is about providing an appropriate dance pedagogy for 
pupils with hearing impairment in primary and secondary schools. .I will 
prepare a poster looking at place-space-location as a 
conceptual/intellectual place, based on a map articulating the various 
fields and disciplines that are to be crossed in my research, as 
following: 
 
• Law and policies: Researching this field is important because how a 
school educates a disabled pupil is regulated and guided by the acts 
and policies of the UK as following: Equality Act 2010 which applies to 
all maintained and independent schools In England and Wales, 
Disability Discrimination Act 1997, an accessibility strategy that a local 
education authority must prepare, SEN (Special Educational Needs) 
and policies of European Union regarding educating a disabled student 
in a school. 
 
• Dance studies and practices: It is essential to understand the dance 
discipline, philosophy and discourse about it over disability and non-
disability parts to flesh out an appropriate dance pedagogy for pupils 
with hearing impairment. 
 
• Education (Learning and Teaching): The learning and teaching 
theories, and practices will be looked over. I will research how the 
dance teachers instruct pupils with hearing impairment with the 
national curriculum in primary and secondary schools in the UK and 
how the schools manage an integrated dance class. It is more 
important to look at how people learn as well as what they learn in 
providing the disabled with education. 
 
• Disability and Deaf studies: This field ties different disciplines in my 
research. It will be help to understand what the deaf community needs 
through education and look at political and historical aspects of the 
disability and discrimination. 
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Poster B6   
 
A study of collaborative interactions between two human agents: real 
versus virtual environments 
 
Presenter - Hoang Ha Le, HL403@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This study is designed to test the effects of environments (virtual and 
real) and communication (with and without talking to each other) on 
human agents’ interaction on a collaborative task. It is expected that 
two agents need to collaborate to fulfil the task successfully. Haptic 
robots will be used in virtual environment due to the fact that haptic 
interfaces have been developed to facilitate safe and natural 
interactions via the sense of touch, it is expected that a task carried out 
in the virtual environment with haptic feedback can match or at least 
provide a close approximation to the same task in the real environment.  
 
The quality of the interaction will be evaluated based on the metabolic 
cost of two agents to complete the task. Different types of sensors 
(force, position and orientation tracking) are going to be applied to 
collect the data.  The psychological aspect (e.g. cognitive load, stress) 
of the participating agents is also taken into account. We believe that 
the result of this study will help us to understand better how people 
collaborate effectively in different environments and conditions. As a 
result, it will help to build up a model which can predict a participant’s 
intention while interacting with another person in a collaborative task. 
This model could be extremely useful if applied in a suitable context. 
For instance, if we want to implement the task remotely via the poor 
Internet connection (with a lot of jitters, delays, etc.), the model could 
improve the quality of the task by predicting user’s behaviour and 
giving appropriate assistance to complete the task successfully.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster B7   
 
MLearning games before an assessment; a Deep or Surface Learning 
Tool? 
 
Presenter - Kate Wilkinson, KW671@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Recently there has been an increased volume of research and practice 
in mobile Learning (mLearning) and serious games. The question of 
how, when and where to best incorporate games on a mobile device 
into the learning environment in Higher Education remains largely 
unanswered. The aim of the current study is to investigate whether 
acute revision using games on a mobile device will have an effect on 
assessment performance in level 4 HE anatomy students. It is part of a 
wider action research project looking at how games can be used to 
transcend the gap between classroom and mLearning. Following 
ethical consent data has been collected for Fundamentals of Human 
Anatomy in 2014-15, N= 119 for the three out of five assessments 
completed so far (A1-A3).  In A3 students were invited to attend 20 
minutes prior to the assessment where they played mLearning games 
using university tablet devices. (N= 47) or revised normally (N=72) and 
achievement, modified SPQ questionnaire (Deep v Surface learning) 
and question type analysis were compared between intervention and 
control groups using an independent t-test. Interim results show that 
those students in the games group performed better in A3 compared to 
A2 (p<0.05) than the control group and significant differences observed 
in question type analysis. Paired t-tests also revealed no significant 
difference between A2-A3 performance in the games group whereas 
the control group had a significant decrease in score (p<0.05). The 
poster will present interim findings from 2014-15 and evaluate on the 
direction of the study for 2015-16. 
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Display B8   
 
1001 Haphazard Colours 
 
Presenter - Ken Devine, KD523@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This session presents a project that began in 1998 as a school 
residency reaching a ‘temporary’ conclusion in 2015. 1001+ stories 
were collected; part of a digital installation exploring the meaning and 
significance of colours. Some contributions are short and concise 
others deeply personal; ranging from a team kit to the colour of the sky 
on the night of liberation in 1945. The youngest contributors are pre-
school the oldest well beyond retirement. The key is a simple theme 
that opens the door of memory and symbolism and seeks inclusivity of 
age, gender and ethnicity. The length of time it has taken means there 
are people in there who have past away and there a former youngsters, 
teenagers who are now in their 20’s, 30’s maybe even 40’s, so it has a 
history. In simplistic technical terms the colour model is RGB. In 
another much more important sense the colour model is based on the 
stories. The choices of a hue are important for their symbolic value; the 
actualities of the colours chosen are in the stories that are told. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster B9   
 
A critical examination of curriculum development in a context of 
changing academic identities 
 
Presenter - Kirsteen Macdonald, KM1070@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The traditional view of the academic role and associated identity has 
changed in recent years in line with wider HE sector developments. At 
the same time there has been an increase in the number and type of 
roles and approaches to support traditional and new types of academic 
provision.  
 
Roles previously viewed as on the fringes of mainstream student 
support are coming to the forefront and academic developers are 
expected to support the development of curricula. This relationship can 
lead to tensions with subject specialists delivering content-driven 
didactic modules seeing little need for the kind of help on offer.  
 
If we alter the lens and see curriculum development as much about 
‘how delivery happens’ as ‘what has to be delivered’, then the need for 
the academic developer comes clearer. 
 
Taking an interpretivist/social constructivist standpoint this study seeks 
to uncover what causes the tensions across the academic – academic 
developer divide and likewise identify the ingredients that will lead to 
collaboration and cooperation between the two roles in developing 
curricula that support students to learn. 
 
Barr, R. B., & Tagg, J. (1995) ‘From Teaching to Learning—A New 
Paradigm for Undergraduate Education’, Change: The Magazine of 
Higher Learning, 27(6), 12-26 
Macfarlane, B. (2011) ‘The Morphing of Academic Practice: 
Unbundling and the Rise of the Para-academic’, Higher Education 
Quarterly, 65(1), 59-73 
Oliver, M. (2002) ‘What Do Learning Technologists Do?’, Innovations in 
Education and Teaching International, 39(4), 245-252 
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Poster B10   
 
Load Balancing in LTE 
 
Presenter - Koushik Modak, KM1132@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project) LTE (Long Term Evolution) 
is already been proved as a promising candidate for NGWN (Next 
Generation Wireless Network). However, the load balancing is one of 
the major research issues, as the network traffic is not always evenly 
distributed in real life. The research in this area is looking into other 
various aspects and requirements of future wireless cellular 
communication area, especially in the area of Beyond Third Generation 
(B3G) wireless communication. The major issues related to this area 
are: improved system capacity, improved transmission rate, flexible 
frequency allocation techniques, reduced interference etc. All these 
demands have triggered the design and development of new cellular 
standards, Long Term Evolution (LTE) system, which is designed to 
achieve high spectral efficiency. As a result intercellular interference is 
one of the major challenges in the LTE system. This is caused by using 
reuse factor 1, overlapping of frequency bands as a result of deploying 
Femto-cells randomly in Macro cell area. Several techniques in 
different research have been proposed to both minimise interference 
and improve system efficiency from a capacity and resource 
management perspective. Other researchers are looking into different 
adaptive approaches to mitigate the interference. 
 
This research is aiming to look into the network performance issues 
and finding the ways to increase the performance by using different 
types of dynamic resource allocation techniques. It will also look at the 
call admission control and auto-tuning of handover parameter issues. 
The main goal of the research is to establish a cell-partitioning concept 
to avoid ICI with the deployment of three sector antennas and 
Femto/Macro cells. A new threshold bound and a queue will be created 
in order to come up with a better call admission control mechanism. 
Final goal of the research would be to ensure a balanced network as 
well as to achieve high SINR through Load Balancing where Quality of 
Service is never compromised or prioritized. 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster B11   
 
Energy Efficient Pub/Sub based framework for Wireless Sensor 
Networks 
 
Presenter - Md Mizanur Rahman, MR1125@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
An increasing usage of wireless sensor networks (WSNs) can be seen 
in the ubiquitous computing and today's Internet of Things (IoT). Due to 
evolutionary development in the MEMS technology, the sensor nodes 
became cheaper and smaller in size with some resource constraint i.e. 
memory and energy. The sensor nodes are equipped with various 
sensors, microcontrollers and RF transceivers. Hence, the sensor 
nodes not only have the sensing ability but also they have computing 
power and communication ability. The sensors nodes are usually 
disposed once their battery power run out and hence energy efficiency 
is the key challenge for maximizing the lifetime of Wireless Sensor 
Networks.  
 
A number of researches have been conducted to design the Pub/Sub 
framework. However, an energy efficient Pub/Sub based framework 
will be evaluated in wireless sensor networks environment where the 
sensors are the publishers and the subscribers are the base stations or 
sink nodes. It is not necessary for the publishers and the subscribers to 
know each other’s locations and numbers. In-network programming or 
distributed programming will apply on the sensors instead of always 
sending information to the base station to minimize the energy 
consumption.  ANTLR tool has been used to implement the algorithm 
where the input formula is expressed in prenex normal form (PNF). 
When a publisher transmits any notification or message, it goes to the 
distributed notification service from where the subscriber subscribes its 
matching interest. Hence, there is no direct communication between 
the publisher and subscriber and moreover the publisher doesn’t need 
to be aware of the subscriber’s availability.  The subscriber may be in 
sleep mode or in dead mode because of the battery power outage 
while the publisher transmits an event to the notification service. 
 
 
 



 
 

72 

 
 
 
 
Poster B12   
 
Research Methodologies 
 
Presenter - Momodou Willan, MW681@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This paper looks at the methodological approaches used in the 
research process. It is a section of the research work I am undertaking 
for the institute of Work Based Learning (IWBL) Doctoral program. The 
paper begins by explaining the nature of research design and 
identifying the major paradigms that are used in research – qualitative, 
quantitative and mixed-method approaches. It next considers the 
theoretical perspectives that underpin research work for the three 
approaches. This includes looking at philosophical world views and 
related research methods. In order to do this, the paper makes use of 
Creswell’s (2007) interconnectedness of Worldviews, Strategies of 
Inquiry and Research Methods. 
 
Following this, the paper explains what is entailed in selecting research 
methods and also determining the most appropriate design for a 
particular piece of work that is undertaken. The tools used for data 
collection are then identified and discussed in relation to each can be 
justified for collecting data. Some attention is also given to how the 
data collected can be analysed including the use of data reduction 
methods, graphical representations and software packages. Then the 
paper takes a brief look at how reliability, validity and generalizability 
are used with respect to each design. 
 
The paper concludes by inviting suggestions, recommendations and 
input from the audience with a view to assisting me in improving the 
quality of my methodology chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster B13   
 
Beyond work-family conflict: work-life balance in employees with 
different family structures 
 
Presenter - Neelam Kaur Ghuman, NG445@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Work-life balance is widely discussed from the perspective of the 
employee, but it has been rated as one of the top three challenges 
faced by Human Resource (HR) directors in Europe. One of the most 
common workplace supports offered to help employees balance work 
and home life is the right to request flexible working legislation, which 
was only offered to those with children, until June 2014 when this right 
was extended to all employees in the UK. Before examining the work-
life balance views and experiences of employees with and without 
children and of line managers, the first component of this research 
used semi-structured interviews to explore the views of HR 
professionals in regards to the effectiveness and fairness of work-life 
balance supports offered by their organisations, and the benefits of and 
barriers to the changes to the right to request flexible working. Using 
thematic analysis preliminary findings suggest some organisations 
offered flexible working to all employees prior to the new legislation 
being implemented, although the new legislation was welcomed in 
regards to fairness. According to the HR professionals interviewed, 
workplace culture plays a large role in the willingness and openness of 
employees to make use of such policies and although some believe it 
is now fairer, concerns about value judgements being made by line 
managers when evaluating requests was considered a possible barrier. 
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Poster B14   
 
Software framework for testing non-deterministic metaheuristics 
 
Presenter - Radmila Sekulic, RS1304@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
In recent decades, the hard optimization problems, for which standard 
mathematical deterministic method is inadequate, are very successfully 
solved by non-deterministic algorithms. Among these non-deterministic 
algorithms, algorithms inspired by nature represent a significant 
subunit. A recent subclass of algorithms inspired by nature's 
intelligence swarms. The intelligence of swarms is a branch of 
research that simulates a population of simple agents that, although 
there is no centralized component, via its local interactions between all 
individuals allow intelligent behaviour of the whole group. The paper 
gives an overview of some recent and successful algorithms in this 
subclasses, namely: cuckoo search (2009), firefly algorithm (2008) and 
a bat algorithm (2010). Characteristic of the experimental analysis of 
non-deterministic algorithms is that they need to be run multiple times 
in order to get information about their performance, and their execution 
can last very long. Therefore, it is necessary to have the appropriate 
software tool that will enable efficient testing. This paper presents a 
programming framework in which they are implemented and tested on 
standard benchmark problems. The developed software framework 
that is the subject of this work allows easy addition of new algorithms 
and modifying existing ones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Poster B15  
 
Investigating Metaphor Production in Second Language Acquisition  
 
Presenter - Ramona Pistol, R.Pistol@mdx.ac.uk  
 
This poster will present plans for a project investigating the production 
and comprehension of metaphor in a second language, cross-linguistic 
transfer of metaphor, and implications of this research for language 
learning and teaching. 
 
Studies on metaphor have been conducted from different views, seeing 
metaphor as a matter of language (Sperber and Wilson, 2002, Wilson 
and Carston, 2006, Haser 2005), as a matter of cognition (Ortony, 
1979, Lakoff & Johnson 1980, Kovecses 2000, Barcelona 2000), and 
also as a combination of these (Steen, 2011).  
 
Empirical investigation on metaphor in SLA shows that classroom work 
on Metaphorical Competence in L2 (Danesi, 1993, Low, 1998, 
Littlemore, 2001) can contribute to a language learner’s communicative 
competence by enriching language production and facilitating the 
comprehension of metaphors. Second language learners are likely to 
transfer knowledge and concepts from their first language, but this may 
cause problems in usage and understanding. Learners also face 
challenges associated with cross-linguistic and cross-cultural variations.  
 
A range of methods will be used to investigate the awareness of native 
speakers and learners of English about aspects of metaphor, how 
native speakers and learners use metaphor in production and 
comprehension, what teachers and learners currently do in language 
classroom sessions, and the possibility of developing new teaching 
methods and activities. These include ethnographic interviews, 
questionnaires, comprehension tasks, and observation of classroom 
work. 
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Display B16   
 
Gates – in the making 
 
Presenter - Rupert Norfolk, EN297@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
I have been working on a new sculpture that is a representation of 
three, life-size gates that are superimposed to simultaneously coexist 
in precisely the same space with their differently gauged bars and 
ornamental scrolls inextricably entangled. This abstract proposition will 
be cast in iron and allowed to rust.  I envisage the fused iron gates 
would be installed to obstruct the viewer’s passage between two walls. 
 
The reverse-engineered gates are being re-fabricated in 13 segments 
that will be cast separately using an industrial lost-wax process and 
then welded together using iron weld. Each individual segment is 
constructed from 15 laser-cut layers of MDF, which are laminated 
together.  
 
I propose to display the assembled 195-part MDF pattern prior to 
casting. This display would make the fabrication process explicit 
because the individual layers of MDF would remain clearly visible and 
the segments would be obviously bolted together. This point in the 
fabrication process would be an interesting moment to reflect upon the 
tension between the apparently arbitrary overlap described by the 
illusion and the systematic layering and segmentation evidencing its 
material artifice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster B17   
 
Categorical Semantics of Inductive Definitions 
 
Presenter - Stephan Spahn, SS2976@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Inductively defined types are among the most important and 
pervasively studied types in dependent type theory, proof theory, and 
constructive set theory. Examples include product- and sum types, 
natural numbers, lists, trees, and ordinals in constructive set theory. 
We give a survey on our study of categorical semantics of inductive 
definitions in dependent type theory defined by (dependent) 
polynomials. This semantics exhibits types defined in this way, called 
$W$-types, as initial algebras for polynomial endofunctors. 
 
$W$-types enjoy a succinct categorical characterization: They have the 
generic shape of being built up from basechange, $\Sigma$- and 
$\Pi$-types which have in case codomain fibrations (basic categorical 
models of dependent type theory providing the case classically studied) 
are taken as specific models particularly simple and intuitive forms: 
they are given by pullback,  the application of postcomposition and 
exponentials, respectively. In the generic form their universal 
properties (tautologically) remain the same and one can describe how 
to equip a general fibration with $\Sigma$- and $\Pi$-types. We take 
these universal properties as basis for a definition of generalised 
polynomial endofunctors and generalised $W$-types. 
 
Even though there are general theorems about the existence of initial 
algebras for endofunctors, these theorems are not tailored towards 
(generalised) polynomial endofunctors while in the classical case of 
codomain fibrations there are conceptually clear and easy to state and  
-verify conditions implying the existence of $W$-types. Thus, central to 
our interest is the question about the existence of $W$-types in the 
generalised case. 
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Poster B18   
 
Focal vibrations effect on the muscle performance 
 
Presenter - Tijana Jevtic, TJ172@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Vibrations are widely used in nowadays technologies as a mean of 
feedback. However focal vibration can also be used in rehabilitation for 
spasticity reduction whereas whole body vibration is a new emerging 
concept of assisting with rehabilitation or exercise. The purpose of this 
study is to investigate appropriate position and timing of the focal 
vibrations in order to achieve the best muscle response. Two 
electromyography (EMG) electrodes were positioned on the first 
interosseous muscle located between the index finger and the thumb. 
The muscle is contracting when abducting the index finger against the 
force gage sensor that records the force output. Depending on the 
phase of the study the small vibration motor (vibro-tactor) was 
positioned on: A) the muscle belly of the recording muscle or B) the 
bone connected to the muscle i.e. second phalange of the index finger. 
Timings of the applied vibrations were: 1) no vibrations, 2) vibrations 
prior to the contraction or 3) vibrations during the contraction. The 
results of this study suggest the increase in the force output when 
vibrations are applied to the muscle belly before the contractions. If 
vibrations are applied on the bone, force output decays when 
vibrations are applied. If vibrations are applied on the muscle belly 
amplitude of the EMG has the peak value when there are no vibrations 
applied, decays when vibrations are applied before and the smallest 
value when vibrations are applied during the contraction. When 
vibrations are applied on the bone, EMG amplitude increases from no 
vibrations, to vibrations before and uppermost value vibrations applied 
during the contraction. These findings suggest application of the 
vibrations on the muscle belly in order to achieve reorganization of the 
muscle fibers to accomplish best muscle performance. When vibrations 
are applied to the bone, there’s evidence of the muscle fatigue. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster B19   
 
Document analysis using latent semantic indexing 
 
Presenter - Turki Aljrees, TA568@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
There are numerous data mining techniques have been developed and 
used recently in text documents. Text mining can be used to extract 
the data in document.  Using and update discovered a pattern 
effectively is still an open research topic, especially in the text mining 
area. Measuring the similarity between documents is an important 
operation in the text processing field. The existing approach is term 
based approach; they suffer the problem of polysemy and synonymy. 
Use large data for research on text categorization requires a detailed 
understanding of the real world constraints under which the data was 
produced. There are many effective pattern discovery techniques such 
as Latent Semantic Indexing which is information retrieval method that 
uses a mathematical technique called Singular Value Decomposition to 
obtain a set of useful to identify patterns in the relationships between 
the terms and concepts. Similarity measure needed rather than a 
distance similarity between the documents. The global results of this 
investigation and study is to find best machine learning  algorithm and 
mining methods to process  test in any given collection of documents 
to discover subtle relationships that might exist between the 
documents. The similarity between documents will evaluate on several 
real-world data sets for specific problems. Overview of what 
documents similarity we are looking for will be defined, and how LSI 
could help.  Application and tools that will be used for the experiment 
will be illustrated and how can be used to get the overall the goal. 
Finally the outcomes of all research should show the performance 
obtained by the proposed measure must be better than that achieved 
by other measures. 
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Poster B20   
 
Using recorded observations to encourage students and staff to 
identify and reflect on occurrences of critical and creative thinking 
within seminar interactions 
 
Presenter - Victoria Burghardt, VB375@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Established literature has demonstrated the many benefits to HE 
students of nurturing thinking skills, and, arguably, it should be a prime 
goal as it can lead to improved cognitive engagement and achievement 
(Zhu, 2006:76).  It has been widely accepted that education is unlikely 
to be effective when teaching is seen mainly as the transmission of 
knowledge at the expense of the enhancement of transferrable skills. 
Educators have not reached consensus about how to effectively and 
efficiently embed these skills into programmes (Tsui, 2002:740). 
 
As an educationalist it is important to continue to identify and design 
effective and efficient pedagogies, taking into account wider social 
influences, organisational and political pressures. Development of 
effective pedagogies is likely to result from critical reflection of 
practices (Markwell, 2007:18; Coates, 2005:27).  
 
This proposed action research aims to develop pedagogies used within 
seminars on a BA Early Childhood course. It seeks to understand the 
teacher-student and student-student interactions and their potential to 
nurture creative and critical thinking.  
 
It uses a mixed methodology approach within a social constructivist 
paradigm. It involves video recording interactions within seminar 
classes under one of two possible conditions; one with embedded 
tasks to nurture thinking skills, one without. Staff and student 
reflections on their own interactions and thinking will be collated and 
analysed. Through observations, emerging evidence may point to 
factors, such as personal characteristics, aspects of tutor questioning, 
or class dynamics that may affect whether thinking skills are being 
employed. Confirmatory evidence from tests of thinking skills, and 
attitude surveys regarding engagement will be obtained. 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster B21   
 
A Systematic Review of Computerised Inhibition Training to Change 
Food Choices 
 
Presenter - Victoria Whitelock, VW123@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Background: The detrimental effect of excessive food intake on health 
is costing the NHS millions of pounds every year to treat obesity-
related conditions such as diabetes and heart disease. Training 
people’s ability to inhibit their behaviour may be an effective way to 
help reduce food intake. The aim of this systematic review therefore 
was to identify and examine what computer-based inhibition training 
has been tested to change eating behaviour.  
 
Methods: Three electronic databases were searched (PsychInfo, 
Medline and Embase) for experimental peer-reviewed articles 
published in English. Computer-based research aiming to 
reduce/change responses towards food by training inhibition were 
included. Titles and abstract were screened for relevance, and full-text 
articles were subsequently screened for eligibility.  
 
Results: Database searches retrieved 1,817 (PsychInfo), 1,189 
(Medline) and 1,735 (Embase) articles. 21 articles were identified as 
appropriate and were included in this review. Research has typically 
used modified versions of behavioural tendency assessment tasks, 
such as the modified go/no-go task (6 studies), stop-signal task (5 
studies), approach-avoidance task (2 studies) or an attentional bias 
modification task (8 studies). This area of research shows some 
promising behaviour change effects. However, a number of 
methodological limitations to these studies were identified.  
 
Conclusions: Future research needs to address the methodological 
limitations of current research. For example, current research has only 
been conducted in non-clinical populations and only looks at the short-
term effects of training. Future research should therefore test these 
types of training in clinical populations (e.g. diabetes) and look at their 
long-term effects. 
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Poster B22  
 
Energy Efficiency of Offloading Computation into Clouds for PCs 
 
Presenter - Yongpil Yoon, YY165@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
In ICT (Information and Communication Technology), there is a 
growing concern about the energy consumption of ICT equipment and 
its environmental impacts because ICT devices and services have 
become more and more important in many aspects of human life. 
Many different research studies have been conducted in order to 
improve the energy efficiency of ICT equipment. Since cloud 
computing is becoming more widespread, there have been attempts to 
reduce energy consumption of computing devices using the cloud 
computing concept. Offloading computation into clouds is one example 
of them. 
 
In this research the viability and efficiency of computation offloading for 
PCs (Personal Computers) will be studied since computation offloading 
has been considered only for mobile devices. Also most existing 
studies focus only on the energy consumption on the client side. In this 
research the energy impact of computation offloading on the server 
side (cloud) will also be considered. Once a valid energy model for 
computation offloading for PCs is developed by conducting appropriate 
experiments and theoretical studies, software can be developed for 
making offloading decisions and launching application programs on a 
local computer or in clouds according to the decision made. The 
decision-making process can be based on the energy model that will 
be developed, application profiles created from the results of 
experiments, user preferences to performance and energy saving, and 
a decision-making algorithm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster B23   
 
A Tangible Technology Framework for Visualising Highly Abstract 
Concepts 
 
Presenter - Clifford De Raffaele, C.DeRaffaele@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Tangible technology has long been used as an effective tool to assist 
in the engagement of participants within computer-supported learning 
approaches. Literature exemplifies a number of systems involving 
Tangible User Interfaces (TUI) which have been successfully 
implemented in primary education. These systems are able to 
intertwine digital data with physical components, thus aiding in the 
educational provision of concepts. Regrettably, the use of such 
approaches has been predominantly limited to educating young aged 
pupils, with more complex approaches targeting industrial solutions 
rather than higher educational institutions (HEI). This gap in literature 
has inspired and motivated this PhD in investigating the feasibility of 
TUI technology in HEI learning environments. Specifically, TUI 
approaches will be analysed for their ability in provisioning highly 
abstract complex concepts to older students within the fields of 
Science and Technology. This will involve consideration for the design 
and implementation of TUI systems making use of a table-top 
approaches, which will allow the demonstration of technically abstract 
concepts. Various techniques of perceptually coupling digital and 
physical manipulatives together will provide users the ability to 
understand highly complex concepts whilst at the same time provide 
the liberty to customise and collaboratively experiment on typical 
related scenarios, augmenting in process individual learning 
experiences. The conference poster will thus explain current 
implementations documented in literature as well as present in detail 
this innovative idea for consideration. The latter will further be 
illustrated by means of a proof-of-concept case study that has been 
already undertaken. 
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Poster C1   
 
Effects of some medicinal herbs on the metabolic profiles of commonly 
used anti-diabetics 
 
Presenter - Amrinder Singh, AA3566@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Drug interaction is important factor that may affect the effectiveness or cause toxicity of medicines. 
With increasingly wide use of herbal medicines, potential risk of side effects caused by drug-herb 
interaction is increasing alongside with the benefits brought by integration of orthodox and herbal 
medicines. There is still lack of understandings on potential drug-herb interactions and their 
clinical implications. 
 
There are a number of herbs in Chinese herbal medicine being traditionally used in treatment of 
diabetes. Among them, Philodendron cortex (Huang Bai) and Coptis chinensis (Huang Lian) are 
mostly popularly used.  It is important to know how these herbs may interact with commonly used 
anti-diabetics and what the clinical significances are.   
 
Liver is a principal site of drug metabolism. Cytochrome P450 enzyme family (CYP) is responsible 
for the metabolism of foreign compounds in human body. Drug-herb interactions may mutually 
affect the metabolism of the drugs and the chemical components of herbs. As a consequence, the 
drug levels and its kinetics in the body will be changed, causing toxicities or loss of efficacy. 
 
The proposed research project will use in vitro analysis methods to study the potential interactions 
of the commonly used anti-diabetic drugs with traditional Chinese medicinal herbs, Philodendron 
cortex and Coptis chinensis. The effects of the herbs and their major active ingredient, berberine, 
on the metabolism of metformin, rosiglitazone and sulfonylurea will be investigated. The CYP 
isozymes mediating the metabolism of the anti-diabetics will be also evaluated. 
 
In vitro metabolism will be conducted by incubation of the anti-diabetics with human liver 
microsomes in the presence of NADPH (1.3mM) in 100mM KH2PO4, pH 7.4 containing 3.3mM 
Mgcl2 at 37ºC. Various concentrations of the herbal extracts or berberine are added to the 
incubation mixture to determine the effects on metabolism of the anti-diabetics. Analysis of 
metabolites will be conducted by using the Ultra Performance Liquid Chromatography combined 
with mass spectrometry (UPLC-MS). Separation of metabolites will be achieved on a reverse 
phase UPLC system with a C18 column at room temperature. Mass spectrometry and UV 
absorption will be used for identification and quantification of the metabolites.  
 
The metabolism profile of the anti-diabetics and the effects of the herbs on the metabolism profile 
will be determined. The research findings will provide valuable information for both medical 
doctors and herbal medicine practitioners to prevent potential risk of toxicities caused by drug-
herb interactions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster C2  
 
Selective delivery of arsenic trioxide with targeted liposomes to HPV 
infected cervical cancer cells 
 
Presenter - Anam Akhtar, AA3406@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Arsenic trioxide (As2O3) is an FDA approved, front line drug for the 
treatment of acute promyelocytic leukemia. However, its clinical utility 
in solid tumours is limited due to its toxicity at higher concentrations 
and rapid clearance of arsenic and its metabolites from blood by 
reticuloendothelial system (RES), with a half-life of ~12 hours after i.v. 
administration. Nevertheless, in vitro studies on human papilloma virus 
(HPV) infected cervical cancer cells have shown arsenic trioxide to be 
very potent in effectively inducing cancer cell apoptosis at low 
concentrations.  Hence, one of the important measures of making 
arsenic trioxide an effective treatment would be to reduce its toxicity 
and to increase its bioavailability by encapsulating the drug in 100 nm 
liposomal formulation. The appropriate nanosize and biocompatible, 
hydrophilic exterior of liposomes have the potential to effectively evade 
the immune response while not being so small either to be excreted by 
the kidney. Moreover, the tendency of such nano-vehicles to get 
concentrated in tumours or inflammatory sites, resulting from the 
enhanced permeability and retention (EPR) effect of tumour 
vasculature, has also been well documented. If reinforced with a 
possibility of active targeting, these liposomes may act as an effective 
drug-depot resulting in the sustained release of drug at the active site. 
This research aims to investigate the cellular responses of HPV 
infected cervical cancer cells following treatment with ATO 
encapsulating nanoparticles. Furthermore, the efficacy and specificity 
of the treatment will be investigated after conjugating the liposomes 
with specific targeting ligands such as folic acid, or co-encapsulating 
ATO with another anti-cancer drug. The ultimate goal is to develop an 
improved targeted nanoparticulate drug delivery vehicle which 
potentiates arsenic delivery to the HPV infected cells and holds a 
promise for improved cervical cancer treatment.   
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Poster C3   
 
Violence Against Women 
 
Presenter - Azhar Mahmood, AM2116@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Violence against women is not considered violation of human rights in 
Pakistan. It is considered a normal aspect of life where women are 
attacked and abused by strangers as well as immediate relatives. 
Pakistan has recently passed Protection Against Harassment Of 
Women At Work Place Act 2010, otherwise there was no such law or 
legislation to protect women in households and at work. Pakistani 
women live in an atmosphere of control and fear where they have to 
abide by the rules according to social norms and traditions (Sathar, 
Ayesha, & Kazi, 2000). Unfortunately despite the presence of vibrant 
print and electronic media and several women related non-government 
organizations along with political parties, the state of affairs for 
Pakistani women is still difficult and they are still struggling hard to 
overcome the atmosphere of control and fear and attain equal status in 
social life (Awan, 2012) .  
 
A large segment of women population is far behind to earn an equal 
status in Pakistan where patriarchal structure of society and ignorance 
to truthful understanding of religion are main hindrance in the way of 
women empowerment (Awan, 2012). The highest number of women 
parliamentarians in the region (22%) has yet to show its metal to 
address the legislative issues related to women such as Hudood 
Ordinance, Qanoon-e-Shahadat (Awan, 2012).  
Not only legislation but a complete change of mind set is required to 
deal with violence against women in Pakistan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster C4   
 
Mothers separated from their infants in prison: using attachment theory 
to understand how prisons can provide support 
 
Presenter - Claire Powell, CP823@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Women form approximately 5% of prisoners (Prison Reform Trust, 
2014) however they have specific needs particularly in relation to their 
children.  Imprisoned mothers are separated from 18 000 children a 
year (Prison Reform Trust, 2014), many of whom will not be reunited. 
Although there is some scope for women to stay with their babies in 
prison, around 500 women a year are separated from their infants 
under 18 months (Gregoire et al., 2010). Very little is known about how 
these mothers cope, despite being at increased risk for poor physical 
health and mental distress both before and as a result of separation 
(11 Million, 2008). The current sparse research is being led by 
attachment researchers and this seems an appropriate theoretical 
framework for linking separation, maternal experiences and mental 
distress. This project comprises three interlinked, qualitative studies 
across two women’s prisons that will explore the academic and grey 
literature, the experiences of prison staff and prisoners, as well as the 
views of attachment experts and practitioners. It is hoped that this will 
be a first step both to understanding this experience from the diverse 
perspectives of those going through it and to finding ways of providing 
appropriate support in the prison system through the use of a critical 
attachment framework. Initial observations from the literature and 
methodological considerations, including ethics, will be presented. 
 
References 
11 Million. (2008). Prison mother and baby units - do they meet the 
best interests of the child? 
Gregoire, A., Dolan, R., Birmingham, L., Mullee, M., & Coulson, D. 
(2010). The mental health and treatment needs of imprisoned mothers 
of young children. Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology, 21(3), 
378-392. 
Prison Reform Trust (2014). Bromley Briefings Prison Factfile. Autumn 
2014. 
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Poster C5   
 
"Clare O'Donoghue Learning to Teach: Contexts, Values and 
Threshold Concepts " 
 
Presenter - Clare O'Donoghue, CO535@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The evolution of paradigms of teacher education: The Craft Model, The Applied Science Model, or 
The Reflective Practitioner Model (Wallace 1991) are as much to do about wider political views of 
what society demands of its teachers and how these can best be achieved, as they are pedagogic 
concerns about the nature of knowledge and the nature of effective teaching and learning.   
 
Effective teacher attributes have also been discussed, for example, Ramsden (1992), & More 
(2004); identity (Kiernan 2010, Johnson & Golombek 2011); teacher behaviours (Garton 2008); 
the influence of teacher beliefs on decision making and practice (Woods 1996); teacher 
dispositions, Tsui (2003); character traits and teaching behaviour (e.g. Capretz 2002; Felder 
1988). 
 
Case studies of novice teachers’ development over their training period (Freeman & Richards 
1996); different teacher education programmes (Roberts 1998); or of different teaching contexts in 
Higher Education (Chen & Van Maanen 1999) all reveal that the research is solidly located in one 
type of teacher group, such as secondary school teachers or university lecturers, and often 
teachers of only one subject, for example, engineering lecturers, or modern language teachers, 
including EFL teachers. This single context focus can be explained by the underlying assumption 
that novice teachers are being socialised into their  various discourse communities (Swales 1990) 
and communities of practice (Lave & Wenger 1991). However, by  taking a cross-disciplinary and 
cross-contextual approach, this research aims to explore possible areas of commonality and 
overlap, as well as difference, in novice teachers’ professional development whatever their 
teaching context.  
 
References 
Capretz, L.F. (2002 ) ‘Implications of MBTI in Software Engineering Education’ SIGCSE  
Bulletin 34/4: 134- 7. 
Crookes, G. (2009) Values, Philosophies, and Beliefs in TESOL New York: Cambridge University 
Press 
Felder, R. M. (1988) Learning and Teaching Styles In Engineering Education, Journal of 
Engineering Education, 78/7: 674–681 
Garton, S. (2008) 'Teacher Beliefs and Interaction in the Language Classroom' in Garton, S. & 
Richards, K.  (2008) Professional Encounters in TESOL Basingstoke: Palgrave 
MacmillanGoodson, I.F. (2003) Professional Knowledge, Professional Lives  Maidenhead: Open 
University Press 
Johnson, K.E. & Golombek, P. R. (2011) Researech on Second Language Teacher Education 
Abingdon:  Routledge 
Kiernan, P. (2010) Narrative Identity in English Language Teaching Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan 
Lave, J. & Wenger, E. (1991) Situated Learning: Legitimate peripheral participation Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
Moore, A. (2004) The Good Teacher- Dominant discourses in teaching and teacher education 
London: Routledge-Falmer. 
Swales, J. (1990) Genre Analysis  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Tsui, A. (2003) Understanding Expertise in Teaching- Case Studies of ESL Teachers  
Cambridge: CUP 

 
 
 
Poster C6   
 
Potential Interaction between natural compounds and 
chemotherapeutic drugs on leukaemia cell line 
 
Presenter - Cynthia (Uzoma) Osemeke, UO065@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
There is increasing evidence for the anticancer effect of natural 
compounds from plants which are valuable important resources for 
drug development. Some cancer patients choose to combine 
chemotherapy drugs with herbal medicines which could lead to 
possible herb-drug interactions. Herbs contain a mixture of natural 
compounds often poorly defined, which could produce beneficial effect 
and interact to give synergistic or opposing effects with chemotherapy 
drugs. In recent years, several naturally occurring compounds have 
shown inhibitory effect on the growth of different types of cancer cells 
but interaction of these compounds with chemotherapy drug has not 
being extensively studied. The aim of this research is to evaluate 
potential interaction of natural compounds (compounds and herbal 
extracts) and chemotherapy drugs on leukaemia cell lines. Herbal 
medicines, with potential anticancer effect will be selected through 
critical evaluation of existing literature. Their effect (alone and in 
combination with chemotherapy drugs) on cell proliferation and 
apoptosis will be investigated in vitro. Further analysis will be 
conducted to determine the mechanism of action of the active 
compounds and to evaluate if the combination drugs have reduced or 
enhanced biological activity. The assays to be conducted include; 
caspases (3, 7, 8 and 9), cell cycle analysis, reactive oxygen species 
(ROS) and nitric oxide (NOS) assay. In addition, cytochrome P450 
assays will provide data on the effect of the compounds on drug 
metabolizing enzymes. The findings from this research could provide 
relevant information on combination therapy. 
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Poster C7   
 
The use of gold nanoparticles and new electrode material in an array of 
bio impedance sensors for the detection of biomarkers and the 
assessment of progression of dementia over time 
 
Presenter - Desiree Engnoo Acha, DA753@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Dementia is a rapidly growing public health problem requiring an 
urgent need for an affordable means of early diagnosis. Diagnosis for 
Alzheimer’s disease (AD), the most common form of dementia, can 
only be confirmed by MRI imaging or post mortem by brain biopsy. 
Invasive methods such as lumbar puncture can identify certain 
biomarkers including tau protein and amyloid beta which have been 
found in higher than normal concentrations in the cerebrospinal fluid of 
AD sufferers using methods like Mass Spectrometry and Laser capture 
microdissections (LCMs).  
 
The main objective of this research is to devise a non-invasive and 
cost effective point of care method for the earlier diagnosis of AD. Our 
approach involves the use of a gold electrode biosensor and 
electrochemical impedance spectroscopy to measure Impedance of 
different concentrations of biomarkers of choice ( e.g.TAU) related to 
AD.  The antibody was coupled to the active area of the gold electrode 
sensor through formation of a self-assembled monolayer (SAM) which 
bound to protein G followed by anti-Tau. An Impedance Analyser 1260 
model connected to a PC was used to conduct impedance 
measurements between a frequency ranging from 10Hz to 1MHz on 
the biosensors and the data collected using the Smart software. The 
sensor was quite sensitive detecting change in impedance 
measurement from molar concentrations as low as 10E-16 up to 10E-4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Poster C8   
 
Comparison of gut microbiota in autistic and normal children in 
Vietnam 
 
Presenter - Kim Nguyen, KN327@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
BACKGROUND 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a complex neurobiological disorder. The 
numbers of ASD patients have increased recently to reach an epidemic level. 
According to Vietnam Public Health Association, there are approximately 160,000 
individuals suffering from ASD in Vietnam.  
Autistic children are reported to suffer from gastrointestinal problems that are more 
frequent and more severe than healthy children. Abnormalities of bacterial 
population in gastrointestinal tract in autistic children have been reported by some 
investigators  (Adam et al., 2011, Ming et al., 2008 and Paracho et al., 2005)  
 
AIMS 
The aim of the current project is to identify the relationship between dysbiosis of 
gut microbiota and development of autism. This will be achieved by analysing the 
bacterial population in the gastrointestinal tract of autistic children and comparing 
them with the healthy controls, identifying the distinctive features in the gut 
microbiota that may be common between those groups, investigating the 
relationship of these features with symptoms of autism and the severity of 
gastrointestinal symptoms, investigating the relationship between diet and the 
development of distinctive features in bacterial population in autistic children and 
healthy controls 
 
METHODOLOGY 
Participants: the study aims to recruit 100 – 200 autistic children, between 2 and 
16 years old, in Children Hospital and in Specific School for Autistic Children in 
Saigon, Vietnam. The same number of healthy children will be recruited for control. 
Stool samples will be collected and analysed using microbiological methods, 
molecular biology, and MALDITOF.   
Participants will also be interviewed and will respond to a questionnaire. 
 
REFERENCES 
Adams, J.B., Johansen, L.J., Powell, L.D., Quiq, D., Rubin, R.A., (2011) Gastrointestinal flora and 
gastrointestinal status in children with autism – comparisons to neurotypical children and 
correlation with autism severity. BMC Gastroenterol. 11, 22–34 
Ming, X., Brimacombe, M., Chaaban, J., Zimmerman-Bier, B., George C, W. (2008) Autism 
Spectrum Disorders: Concurrent Clinical Disorders. Journal of Child Neurology, 23(1):6-13. 
Parracho, H. M. R. T, Bingham, M. O., Gibson, G. R. And McCartney, A. L. (2005) Differences 
between the gut mircoflora of children with spectrum disorders and that of healthy children. 
Journal of Medical Microbiology, 54, 987 – 991 
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Poster C9   
 
The Parameter Selection of Firefly Algorithm 
 
Presenter - Lina Zhang, LZ132@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Firefly algorithm (FA) was developed by Xin-She Yang in 2008 and 
2009. It is a nature-inspired metaheuristic algorithm that has been 
found to be very efficient in solving global optimization problem. As one 
of a swarm-intelligence-based algorithm, it has the similar advantages 
that other swarm-intelligence-based algorithm (including particle 
swarms optimization, ant colony optimization, artificial fish-swarm 
algorithm, cuckoo search and others). Such as a few adjusted 
parameters，fast arithmetic speed, simple to be programmed and easy 
to be realized, etc. 
 
In the FA, there are two important issues: the variation of light intensity 
and formulation of the attractiveness. For simplicity, we can always 
assume that the attractiveness of a firefly is determined by its 
brightness or light intensity which in turn is associated with the 
encoded objective function. There are 6 main parameters in FA, 
including the attractiveness parameter, the light absorption coefficient, 
the randomization parameter, the random numbers drawn from 
different distribution, the population size parameter and the number of 
iteration parameter. 
 
The most challenging issue for firefly algorithm is probably to control 
exploration and exploitation properly. In this paper, an extensive 
comparison is made to optimal the parameters of the firefly algorithm to 
balance the exploration and the exploitation probability. The result of 
these experiments show that the optimal parameters control and tuning 
largely depends on the type of a problem to be solved. The optimal 
setting should allow the algorithm to achieve the best performance for 
solving a range of optimization problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster C10   
 
Public Health and alcohol licensing in London: political reforms, 
localism and partnership working 
 
Presenter - Linda A. Somerville, LS947@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Under reforms to alcohol licensing by the Police and Social 
Responsibility Act (2011); ‘health’ became a Responsible Authority (RA) 
in relation to alcohol licensing decisions (Local Government 
Association, 2013). Public Health departments and specifically the 
Director of Public Health become RA’s. Other RA groups include the 
police, fire brigade, planning, environmental health, trading standards 
and the Director of children’s services. There is wide variation across 
the UK in regards to PH involvement as RA’s in licensing and this is a 
wasted opportunity for PH to influence decisions in local areas that 
could impact on alcohol related hospital admissions and community 
safety.  
 
This PhD aims to examine Public Health involvement in alcohol 
licensing decisions. The initial research questions are:  
• Are there any aspects of public health ideology in comparison to other 
responsible authorities that inhibit and/or promote involvement in 
alcohol licensing decisions?  
• Has the current government’s policy of localism assisted and/or 
prevented public health department’s involvement in alcohol licensing 
decisions?  
• Has the policy of localism led to a fragmented approach to licensing 
decisions in different London boroughs or has it allowed the 
development of dynamic responses to policy changes? 
• What are the essential criteria for successful partnership working by 
responsible authorities in alcohol licensing?  
 
The research questions will be answered using mixed methods 
including a baseline survey and interviews to provide in depth analysis. 
Case studies will be completed of two London boroughs. 
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Poster C11  
  
Analysis of human chorionic gonadotropin secreted by common non-
trophoblastic and trophoblastic cancers 
 
Presenter - Marcela Gondek, MG1023@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Background: Human Chorionic Gonadotropin (hCG) is a heterogeneous 
glycoprotein hormone produced by the fetal trophoblastic tissue during 
pregnancy and in low concentrations by the pituitary gland. Recent research 
shows that hCG refers to at least five independent variants of hCG with 
different biological functions and structures: intact hCG, sulphated hCG, 
hyperglycosylated hCG (hCG-H), hCG free β-subunit and hyperglycosylated 
hCG free β-subunit. It was suggested that some forms of hCG (mainly hCG 
free β-subunit) were found as biomarkers for detection and monitoring of non-
trophoblastic cancers including bladder, prostate, colon and breast. 
 
In pregnancy the hCG-H is important mainly for implantation and its early 
stages. Levels of secreted hyperglycosylated hCG by trophoblast can be 
altered during pregnancy complications or miscarriages. Project aims to 
investigate variants of hCG proteins produced in gestational trophoblastic 
diseases (GTD) using mass spectrometry.  
 
Methods: MALDI-TOF MS was used for proteins profiling and identification 
including analysis of glycosylation status of hCG variants. In addition genetic 
analysis of choriocarcinoma cell lines was performed by Real Time PCR 
analysis of genes coding hCG. Choriocarcinoma cell lines and urine samples 
from GTD cancer patients were applied in the genetic and protein analysis.  
 
Results: Preliminary data demonstrated identification of hCG and 
hyperglycosylated hCG using MALDI-TOF MS. The diversity of genes’ 
transcripts CGβ 1,2,3,5,7 and 8 coding for β subunit were identified in 
choriocarcinoma cell lines.        
 
Conclusion: Levels of different hCG variants differ in urine throughout 
pregnancy. Highly elevated levels of hCG and it different variants are common 
for gestational trophoblastic diseases (GTD). Expression of hCG protein is 
closely correlated to CGβ genes hence its detail investigation has to be 
continued.    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster C12   
 
The impact of microcredit on health outcome in rural Bangladesh 
 
Presenter - Md Moinul Islam, MI378@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Microcredit, also known as group lending, is a way of helping the poor 
and poverty-stricken class. This research work aims to examine the 
effects of microcredit on health outcome in rural areas in Bangladesh. 
In other words, the research investigates whether or not micro-credit 
programme improves the status of individual health as borrower, health 
situation of other family members including maternity, and child health. 
In literature, very little is known about the relationship between micro-
credit and health outcome.   Thus this research helps understanding 
the dynamics of micro-credit within individual and household levels in 
rural Bangladesh and in particular the impacts of micro-credit on 
health.. The research has direct policy implications to individuals in 
society. Findings will help firstly to understand the links between micro-
credit and health, secondly, to determine the extent to which the role of 
micro-credit on health outcome, and finally, to identify effective hybrid 
models that are appropriate for Bangladesh. The study obviously helps 
in reducing health inequities through promoting social inclusion and the 
degree to which micro-credit foster improving health conditions. 
 
Key words: Family health, maternity, child health, Bangladesh 
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Poster C13   
 
Design of a Robotic Sensorimotor System for Phantom Limb Pain 
Rehabilitation 
 
Presenter - Peter Snow, PS853@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The use of robotics in rehabilitation has shown to have a positive 
outcome when applied to stroke patients and other movement based 
therapies as shown by previous studies. Despite recent studies looking 
at these types of therapies in helping patients with Phantom Limb Pain 
very few have looked at employing the elements that make robotics 
successful with stroke patients towards amputees. Phantom Limb Pain 
affects the majority of amputees, resulting in acute and chronic pain in 
sufferers that has lead for the need for further examination of this area 
due to the vast range of potential treatments available. This submission 
examines the effects of Phantom Limb Pain, its treatment, paradigms 
based on robotic rehabilitation, and provides an outline of a possible 
therapy method. This is based on an immersive system using the 
Oculus Rift to facilitate a virtual 3D view of an environment, providing 
proprioceptive and kinaesthetic feedback via haptic technology to the 
user while performing a manipulation task. A clinical trial is underway 
at the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital at Stanmore in conjunction 
with colleagues at the Prosthetic Rehabilitation unit and at the 
Peripheral Nerve Injury unit. The clinical trial will ultilise two groups of 
amputees both using the same set up but one group receiving haptic 
feedback and the other receiving no haptic feedback. We hypothesise 
the group experiencing haptic feedback will have higher levels of 
embodiment and thus a faster decrease of pain experienced during 3 
weeks of intervention and maintained at a follow up session 3 weeks 
after the last intervention session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster C14   
 
Representations of Iranian Women in Cinema 
 
Presenter - Pune Parsafar, PS487@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The focus of this research is to explore various and competing 
representations of Iranian women in cinema, including independent 
cinema both within Iran and the Iranian diaspora, and the cinema in the 
West. It is to explore both the present and the past of these 
representations, seeking to understand the ideological meanings 
behind them, their patterns of development and their historical roots. 
 
As the practical part of my research, I want to make a documentary, 
studying the new Iranian independent cinema within the Iranian 
diaspora and the underground filmmaking, focusing on the portrayal of 
women in that cinema. The aim of the film is to employ, and contribute 
towards, novel ways of portraying Iranian women, gender and sexuality, 
within a modern, emancipatory and feminist perspective. 
 
My proposed methods are: Textual analysis of key films; interview with 
key personalities within Iran’s women’s right movement; production of 
a documentary; critical commentary on the film. 
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Poster C15    
 
Can improving medication adherence reduce readmission in difference 
ethnic/cultural groups of patients with a chronic illness? 
 
Presenter - Theo Leka Thewodros, LT465@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
WHO (2003) defines adherence:’ the extent to which a person’s behaviour – taking 
medication, following a diet, and/or executing lifestyle changes, corresponds with agreed 
recommendations from a health care provider’. Medication contributes to 5 – 8 per cent of 
hospital admission and readmissions, of which almost half (approximately 4 per cent) are 
preventable. According to NICE (2009), between 33 and 50% of all medications prescribed 
for long term conditions are not taken as recommended. Evidence from US & Europe 
suggests that use of prescription drugs vary by ethnicity.  
 
There are not many studies combining non-adherence, readmission and ethnicity/cultural 
background together. There is a gap in knowledge in assessing the contribution of ethnicity 
to non-adherence leading to readmission. 
 
The aims of this project are: 
To study medical, social and other factors contributing for non-adherence in different 
ethnic/cultural groups. 
To examine the relationship between compliance in adhering to prescribed medication and 
readmission to hospital. 
 
Methods: Assessment of Adherence 
•  150 Diabetic patients from different ethnic/cultural and socio-economic background will be 
identified for structured interview. 
• Retrospective study of medication record of these patients. 
•  45 patients out of these for focus –group interview. 
•  21 patients of these for in-depth interview. 
  
Evaluation of the link between adherences to prescribed medication & hospital readmission: 
•  45 Diabetic patients will be supported over 12 month period by health professionals to 
improve adherence. 
• 45 patients will be monitored as a control over 12 months without support. 
• Readmission rate will be calculated for both groups. 
 
References 
Adherence to Long Term Therapies. (2003). Evidence for action; World Health Organization. 
Switzerland. 
Medicine Adherence. (2009). NICE Clinical guideline 76. 
Morgan, S., Haley G., Cunningham, C., & Quan, H. (2011). Ethnic difference in the use of 
prescription drugs: A cross sectional analysis of linked survey and administration data. Open 
medicine 5(20) E 87. 
National Council in Patient Information and Education (2007). Enhancing prescription Medicine 
Adherence: A National Action Plan. Educate Before You Medicate. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster C16   
 
Feasibility study of sustainable remediation of crude oil contaminated 
soil using soil solarization and phytoremediation enhanced with 
biosurfactant as a novel approach 
 
Presenter - Anthony Esimajemite Futughe, AF612@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Since the advent of crude oil discovery in 1956, contaminated land has 
been a serious problem throughout the Niger Delta region, Nigeria. A 
laboratory study would be conducted to investigate the effect of soil 
solarization and phytoremediation enhanced with biosurfactant as a 
novel approach to sustainable remediation of weathered crude oil 
contaminated soil from the region. A sealed flow-through microcosm 
constructed system will be simulated to reflect the environmental 
conditions in the Niger Delta. Experimental design will consist of four 
boxes arranged in a randomized complete block pattern with four 
replicates at four different boxes per treatment excluding the 
unvegetated control.  A commercially synthesize biosurfactant will be 
used. Soil solarization will be carried out by randomly covering 
selected treatment boxes with transparent 0.02 µm thick biodegradable 
polyethylene sheet for 4 weeks. Screened indigenous plants would be 
employed. Temperature and growth parameters would be measured. 
Plants will be harvested 3 months after planting in microcosm. TPHs, 
PAHs, VOCs and metals extractions from samples will be determined 
using standard methods with GC-MS and ICP-OES respectively. 
Microbial content will be analysed. Mechanisms, pathways and mass 
balance would be determined using microcosm study. The mean and 
standard deviation (SD) will be calculated. A two-way factorial analysis 
of variance (ANOVA) would be used. Differences between means will 
be considered to be statistically significant at p ≤ 0.05. The study will 
contribute new knowledge and deeper understanding in the 
advancement of phytoremediation and open up new possibilities for 
sustainable remediation which is the focus of the 21st century. 
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Poster C17   
 
Toxicity of Benzo (b) fluoranthene and fluoranthene, and their 
enhanced bioremediation using fungal mangrove-isolates with 
microalgal biosorbents in Warri River, Delta, Nigeria 
 
Presenter - Ewere Job Egede, E.Egede@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Warri, Delta state, Nigeria is largely riverine with extensive stretches of 
mangroves. It houses varied industries including Warri Refining and 
Petrochemical Company (WRPC) and Shell Petroleum Development 
Company. Oil exploration and production have proliferated for over five 
decades, polluting nearby Warri River. The hydrocarbon-laden contaminants, 
mainly PAHs, in sediments create health and environmental problems, 
affecting locals’ livelihood. PAHs -Benzo (b) fluoranthene and Fluoranthene 
induce toxicity (e.g. photosynthesis disruption) in microalgae/phytoplankton, 
which bioconcentrate them. They retard aquatic animals’ development and are 
potential mutagens/carcinogens in vertebrates when bio-accumulated.  
 
Fungi/algal-biosorbents consortium is an eco-friendly means of biodegrading 
PAH and treating refinery effluents. Presently, no work of isolating and 
growing fungi from mangroves’ roots for PAH-bioremediation in Nigeria exists, 
nor is there research into accelerated PAH-degradation by fungus/algal-
biosorbents partnership (previous researches have focused on 
fungus/bacteria). This work will research new techniques for bioremediating 
BbF and fluoranthene from sediment and provide an understanding of the 
remediation mechanism (proteomics, cytochrome P-450 system) and 
interaction involved in this novel partnership. 
 
Sediment physico-chemical characteristics, including TPH/PAH analysis, and 
ecotoxicity (using Pseudokirchneriella subcapitata) will be measured. Fungi 
will be isolated, characterised, incubated in sterile medium, streaked and 
purified. Algal-isolates from WRPC effluent will be utilised in preparing 
microalgal biosorbents. The fungus’ bioremediation potential when cultured 
solely on contaminated sediment samples from Warri River in laboratory 
experiments, and with algal biosorbents will be assessed.  BbF and 
fluoranthene biodegradation rates will be compared. The consortium could 
rapidly biodegrade PAHs from sediment microcosms. End-of-project/next-level 
activities could involve remediating contaminants in river jetty. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster C18   
 
The development of a conceptual framework to aid decision- making in 
the local development of clinical pharmacy services 
 
Presenter - Raliat Onatade, RO346@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Over the past 30 to 40 years, there has been a shift of hospital 
pharmacists’ focus away from the procurement, dispensing, 
manufacturing and supply of medicines, and more towards a patient or 
clinical focus (e.g. helping patients with their medicines). However, 
research into the outcomes of clinical pharmacy has not kept pace with 
the developments in practice. There is little clarity on which specific 
clinical pharmacy roles, responsibilities and practices bring the most 
benefit to patient, organisational or NHS priorities, and therefore should 
be prioritised or made universally available.  For example, many 
hospitals have clinical pharmacists working in outpatient clinics, 
prescribing and helping patients with their treatment, but the types of 
clinics vary between hospitals, and some hospitals have no 
pharmacists at all in clinics.  The amount and type of clinical pharmacy 
services provided is therefore more likely to be a result of practitioners 
and managers’ priorities, beliefs and interests and/or the availability of 
funding for a specific service.  
 
The aim of this doctoral research is to develop a framework to guide 
the development and prioritisation of hospital clinical pharmacy 
services.  This will enable objective, strategic decisions about the 
relative benefits and importance of clinical pharmacy services.  The 
framework will be developed by surveying and investigating the views 
and experiences of hospital managers, pharmacy managers.  
Participants will be asked for their opinions on the relative importance 
of clinical pharmacy services, via a Delphi Survey and one to one 
interviews.  A cost-benefit analysis will also be carried out on a 
selected service.   
 
The products of this research will support a more structured approach 
to decision-making about the provision of such services, and help to 
ensure that patients have equal access to high quality care in relation 
to medicines. 
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Poster C19   
 
Vermiremediation of crude-oil contaminated lands along the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Cooperation (NNPC) in Western Nigeria Using 
Eisenia fetida  
 
Presenter - Solomon Popoola, SP1429@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This research will be looking at both laboratory and field studies in 
vermiremediation of crude oil contaminated lands along Nigerian National 
Petroleum Cooperation (NNPC) pipelines in Western Nigeria using Eisenia 
Fetida. The focus of this research will be on Vandalized regions along the 
pipelines of Arepo, Ije-ododo and Imagbon, where some of the factors 
affected are the agricultural produce. 
 
Earthworms because of their burrowing activity gives way to the accumulation 
of several lipophilic organic pollutants in their surrounding environment not 
only through the absorption of  the contaminant through their body wall, but 
also through intestinal uptake which occurs when soil passes through the gut 
(Contreras et al., 2008). This could make them suitable organisms used in the 
removal of crude oil from contaminated lands. 
 
Over the course of the next two years, this research will be looking at the 
following objectives: Assess the abiotic properties of the soil from the 
sampling site (looking at areas of no pollution, non-treated areas and post-
treated areas) and to determine level of pollutants present. Investigate the 
effectiveness of the use of E. fetida in removing crude oil from contaminated 
land, analyse the intermediate products produced during remediation and 
determine the level of their toxicity; Investigate the correlation between 
concentration of pollutant and the expression of biomarkers.  
 
Finally, to determine the correlation between time of exposure and expression 
of pollutants. This work would be carried out as described by Lankudurai et al., 
2013 in their study of metabolomics. This research hopes to achieve 
remediation of the contaminated site by E. fetida, and Identify new ideal 
biomarkers for phenanthrene, anthracene and benzo (a) pyrene by identifying 
differentially expressed proteins in E. fetida on exposure. Investigating this will 
enable us to know the protein expressed signature which originates from gene 
expression in E. fetida 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster C20   
 
Title not submitted 
 
Presenter - Toby Landeryou, TL440@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Salmonids have been introduced worldwide for sport fishing and 
aquaculture but in the Scottish Highlands Salmo trutta (brown trout) 
form self-sustaining populations within a wide variety of loch and river 
systems. Since the last Ice Age, local geography and hydrology 
combined to provide a series of brown trout populations, isolated to a 
lesser or greater degree. They have evolved to survive and proliferate 
in these systems, adapting to various environmental factors, amongst 
which parasites are likely to be important.  Salmonids are intermediate 
hosts for a wide variety of parasites from gut-dwelling tapeworms (e.g. 
Eubothrium) to eyeball-infecting flukes (e.g. Diplostomum). Brown trout 
can become hosts to a range of pathogenic parasites, which can 
drastically affect their life span and evolutionary fitness.Through 
pathogen-driven selection, individual trout populations adapt to 
parasites found within their direct environment. Differential exposure 
leads to differential parasitism between populations, causing 
divergence of specific immune system genes. The Major 
Histocompatibility Complex (MHC) forms a key part of the vertebrate 
immune system and thus are a good indicator through which to 
scrutinize means by which trout populations adapt to their parasitic 
milieu. This study aims to examine host-parasite relationships between 
brown trout and its parasites within Wester Ross, in the North West 
Highlands of Scotland. We will employ novel molecular techniques to 
determine ways in which the brown trout MHC evolves via pathogen-
driven selection leading to local adaptation of trout populations. 
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Poster D1   
 
Policy-Based Network Management with End-to-End QoS Solution in 
Software Defined Networking 
 
Presenter - Ahmed Nihad AbdulMajeed, Al-Jawad, 
AA3512@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Recently, QoS provisioning has become a widely important factor in the 
enterprise networks. Network operators offer real time services with certain 
quality requirements based on the type of application, like voice or multimedia 
streaming, running in parallel on the same infrastructure. Therefore it is 
necessary to prioritize these flows based on the optimum path selection rather 
than the best effort route. Generally, the end-user customers sign a Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) with their service providers. The SLA represents a 
high-level of service specification and it is defined to satisfy the demanded 
conditions. However, the SLA needs to be mapped to low-level configurations 
on the network nodes to be able to ensure QoS. For this purpose, policy-
based management architecture is necessary to adhere the data traffic to the 
policy rules and to adapt the traffic matrix during the policy update. In general, 
the network policy-based management can meet a wide range of applications, 
such as security and resource management. In this research, the policy-based 
management will focus on the QoS issues. Recently, Software Defined 
Networks (SDN) has emerged with a promising flexibility for better features in 
terms of management and programming compared to the traditional network. 
SDN separates the control plane from data plane, by offering a standardized 
open interface defined in a communication protocol called OpenFlow. 
Therefore it lets the SDN controller to maintain a global network view and to 
perform logical central network intelligence. However, both measures of 
management and intelligence are not integrated in the controller and they are 
achieved through extra software realization to fit application needs.This 
research proposes a robust policy-based management of an SDN-based 
network, while assuring per-flow end-to-end QoS. In order to achieve this, a 
monitoring system is proposed to estimate the current network conditions, e.g. 
bandwidth, delay, jitter, etc. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster D2   
 
Visual Analytics for Geo-Spatial Temporal Re-Construction of 
Situations In Criminal Intelligence Analysis 
 
Presenter - Junayed Islam MD, MI377@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Situation reconstruction in criminal intelligence is a logical and 
organized process of reaching a conclusion based on evidences being 
scientifically examined and by performing critical reasoning on events 
surrounding the situation. It is an assembling process of investigative 
data into a coherent representation of past events to make a plausible 
story. Situation reconstruction is built on all available evidence data. 
The investigator first faces the problem of resolution of data which are 
sometimes poor in quality, discrete with having unknown of unknowns. 
The investigator may start with one dimension to re-create the situation 
that had happened in the past but may be turned into completely 
different scenario at the end. That’s why the crime scene is considered 
as a puzzle. The investigator needs to put the pieces of puzzle 
together to see the actual picture. It involves many inter-connected 
issues including human psychology by considering how thinking occurs, 
critical thinking and reasoning (i.e, abductive, inductive, deductive etc.), 
missing data based on temporal patterns of interactions, (geo)spatial-
temporal challenges of crime mapping, techniques of putting 
information together that have (geo)spatial-temporal dimensions and 
it’s representational issues. The aim of this research is to design and 
develop the UI for re-constructing situations by combining geo-spatial 
and temporal visualization techniques, network visualization tools, with 
argument and narrative structuring techniques, to enable an 
investigator to construct plausible explanations of a crime or criminal 
situation. This research is related to work package no.7 (WP7) of the 
project VALCRI (Visual Analytics for Sense Making in Criminal 
Intelligence Analysis) funded by the European Union Seventh 
Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013), European Commission 
Grant Agreement No FP7-IP-608142, awarded to Middlesex University 
and partners. 
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Poster D3   
 
What role the libel jury? 
 
Presenter - Mariette Jones, MJ620@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
It is arguable that exorbitant jury awards in libel trials contributed to the 
UK’s common law defamation regime “chilling” free speech: this in turn 
sparked a sustained campaign for reform which culminated in the 
Defamation Act 2013 (‘the Act’).  While the Act severely curtails the 
possibility of a jury trial in section 11, it does not entirely abolish it, 
reserving the defamation claim as the sole instance where a jury trial is 
possible in civil actions in England and Wales.   Much debate has 
taken place on the recent reforms to the UK defamation law, less so on 
the continued, if diminished, role of the jury in this area.  The paper 
seeks to address this by revisiting first principles and the reasons why 
juries were deemed necessary in defamation actions, and then 
examining the arguments for curtailment or abolition of the jury, such 
as the impact of the ‘third person effect’.  This is undertaken through a 
comparative analysis with primarily Germany, where juries are 
unknown and yet the defamation regime is more balanced with free 
speech concerns, despite the right to reputation being constitutionally 
protected. Furthermore it is shown that the role of juries in libel trials is 
questioned in other jurisdictions as well, such as Australia and the 
United States of America.  In conclusion the paper, by critically 
comparing the libel procedures in select jurisdictions, questions the 
efficacy and desirability of the continued role of juries in libel 
proceedings in the UK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster D4   
 
Sadism in the South African Police Service 
 
Presenter - Mukhethwa Madima, MM2673@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The thesis is based on archival research into the history of Apartheid 
and the effects that it has had on the policing services in South Africa 
from 1948-1994 (Apartheid Era) and from the advent of Democracy in 
1994. I would like to try to reach an understanding of the 
psychoanalytic mechanisms that manifest in current police brutality and 
trough this understanding, clarity and better interventions can be 
explored to curb sadistic police brutality. 
 
A Psychoanalytic lens will be used on historical data, through the study 
of archived texts such as the transcripts from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) as well as Psychoanalytic theories 
on Trauma and Groups by proponents such as Freud, Ferenczi and 
others. The study includes a case study of the detention and killing of 
Steve Biko by police in 1977 and the proceedings of the Farlam 
Commission regarding the shooting of protesting miners in the mining 
town of Marikana by police in 2012. The data that is collected from the 
study will be sorted and analysed using NVivo. The study aims to 
investigate and explore the particular Sadistic nature of the police 
Brutality that is found in South Africa and provide the groundwork for 
future study into the research area. 
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Poster D5   
 
Interactive Feature Selection and Projection of high dimensional data 
for Criminal Intelligence  
 
Presenter - Uchit Singh, US084@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
A predominant task in CIA includes analysis of large scale and 
continually growing datasets. These datasets are generated from 
various sources, and often highly heterogeneous and multi-
dimensional in nature. Hence, they are difficult to understand, make 
sense of and interpret. Another significant challenge is to not only 
discover hidden patterns that explain the data, but examine the 
causality of these patterns within the data. In such, tools supporting 
explorative analysis of large information space can be highly 
advantageous. Currently, many methods exist to provide effective 
visual mappings that support exploration of high dimensional data, 
including dimensionality reduction techniques and cluster analysis. The 
main idea is to project HD data to LD space to illustrate how objects in 
the data are related to each other. A common approach is to map the 
data so that similar objects are close to each other, while dissimilar 
ones are farther apart. However, these methods are plagued by “the 
curse of dimensionality”, i.e., they are less effective as the 
dimensionality increases.  
 
The motivation of my research lies in identifying and formulating 
potential approaches to improve the scalability of existing methods that 
can actively refine feature subsets in a dynamic environment, and in 
essence, identify intrinsic dimensions if any, while retaining semantics 
and a suitably high accuracy in representing the original data. In doing 
so, the author envisages construction of spatial area for computational 
steering to narrow down the search space for the analyst concerned, 
and the potential increase of understanding of the crime, regardless of 
the actual pragmatic utility of the tool conceived. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster D6   
 
"Role of Risk Databases in Safety Training for Professional Van 
Drivers" 
 
Presenter - Andrew Kemp, AK1117@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Tesco Dotcom commissioned the instillation of a database in early 
2010 as a response to the ever growing driver work force, 
approximately 9,000 at the time.  It was aware that there was a need to 
centrally store data concerning the drivers training and performance. It 
is imperative that accurate information is available to confirm training 
and provide evidence if required in a court of law as a result of an 
accident or incident. In 2012, I embarked on a review of the databases 
effectiveness and its impact on the business in the form of a case 
study. My initial concerns were that the database was not being utilised 
appropriately; in addition there was no coherent connection concerning 
the database and other reporting mechanisms within the Company. It 
was my expert opinion at the time that the database was not fit for 
purpose and that significant amendments would be required to 
facilitate a structured resolution. As a result of my review extensive 
modifications and additions are being planned.  A Review of all training 
material and support programmes is currently underway. A number of 
new data streams will be routinely uploaded onto the database. The 
new database will facilitate the observation of driving trends regarding 
behaviour as well as the effectiveness of training and intervention 
programmes. We will be able to train determined on potential risk 
rather than just as a result of an accident or speeding event. As a 
result of this case study I am confident that the Company will be in a 
considerably more robust position to support its staff and protect its self 
from prosecution.  This is comforting as we rapidly reach 20,000 
drivers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

91 

 
 
 
 
Poster D7   
 
Assessing social media marketing adoption & maturity in SMEs in 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Presenter - Basmah Alotaibi, BA465@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Social media has changed marketing and branding of organisations around 
the world. Large companies integrate social media to their overall marketing 
and business strategy as well as allocating budgets for the implementation. 
On the other hand, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) are slower in 
adopting and using social media even though they could be used effectively, 
especially during recession periods, when profitability is low and the need for 
retaining existing customers or identifying new segments is a fundamental 
component for survival. SMEs are vital to almost all economies around the 
world, while studies indicate that SMEs contribute up to 45% of employment 
and up to 33% of GDP in developing economies.  
 
As there is a gap in the literature in studying social media adoption and 
maturity in SMEs as most studies focused on big companies` adoption of 
social media, this research proposes a framework for social media adoption 
and maturity levels in SMEs in Saudi Arabia. The research focused on 
developing a multi-methodological study of social media adoption using a 
series of pilots and surveys. The current study proposes a framework for 
assessing maturity in adopting social media for web marketing and integrating 
such technologies in the marketing strategy as well as in the overall business 
activities within these organisations. The framework identifies a number of 
dimensions, as well as associated factors and criteria influencing the adoption 
readiness for social media use. This research`s contribution is twofold. First, it 
provides findings from a literature review regarding analysis dimensions, 
factors and criteria related to social media adoption readiness and maturity. 
Second, it discusses two pilot studies using the initial proposed framework. 
Data from the 2 pilots were analysed using SPSS. The researcher will 
conclude with on-going work in applying the framework on SMEs in Saudi 
Arabia.  
 
Keywords: Social media for SMEs, Social media adoption, Social media 
maturity, Social media in Saudi Arabia, Readiness and maturity framework 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster D8   
 
Human and Labour Rights Issues in Sri Lankan Global Supplier 
Companies 
 
Presenter - Chandima Hettiarachchi, CH792@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Globalization has paved way for a strong emergence of multinational 
companies which have established global value chains across 
countries. Different governance structures of global value chains have 
been identified where the relative strengths and weaknesses of buyer 
and supplier countries determine their bargaining powers and financial 
gains within these value chains. Developing countries are inevitably in 
a disadvantageous position due to weak economies and unstable 
institutional environments and are forced to attract vital foreign direct 
investments from multinational companies offering cheap labour as an 
incentive. Many multinational companies are reporting that they are 
responsible towards their employees in accordance with international 
labour regulations and guidelines. However their true motivation for 
such reporting seems to portray a legitimate image to the public while 
most of the vulnerable labourers working in their global value chains 
experience difficult working conditions which undermine their 
fundamental rights. To evaluate these aspects and discrepancies, this 
study is mapping the topology and governance structures of the global 
value chains of leading UK multinational companies operating in Sri 
Lanka. Interviews are conducted on a case study basis with the bottom 
level workers and their managers to establish whether the international 
guidelines and regulations are adhered to and are transparently 
reported by the multinational companies. This, along with an analysis 
of the institutional environments of Sri Lanka and UK would give an 
insight into how global value chain governance patterns and various 
institutional forces in buyer and supplier environments are shaping the 
multinationals companies’ actions regarding their supply chain workers. 
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Poster D9   
 
"The Role of Electronic Word of Mouth (eWOM) in Shaping Attitudes 
towards Healthy products amongst Female Adolescents in Saudi 
Arabia" 
 
Presenter - Hebah Kamal Jamal, HJ213@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The powerful effects of social media has been the topic of many studies (Brown et al. 
2007; Coulter et al. 2012; Tutaj and van Reijmersdal 2012; Wang et al. 2012) over the 
last decade. Included in this study is the growing role and usage of electronic word of 
mouth (eWOM), blogs, social networking sites, brand communities and online reviews. 
People with product expertise or those with large following exert significant influence 
on other community members by sharing eWOM. Adolescents are susceptible to peer 
pressure and might adopt consumption style of peers or opinion leaders. This research 
focuses on the role of eWOM in shaping the attitudes of adolescents to healthy 
products to reduce obesity in the Saudi Arabian context.  
 
Shaping of the attitude involves understanding how the theory of consumer 
socialisation impacts adolescent behaviour. Parents and family members aid the 
process of consumer socialisation during the early years of their children. As they 
become adolescents, they seemingly are influenced by peers, reference groups and 
opinion leaders (Hawkins et al. 1992; Yancey et al. 2009). This influence includes the 
consumption patterns of adolescents and might result in obesity. Marketers of the 
healthy products can use the same influences to shape the attitude to promote healthy 
product choices.  This research seeks to focus on how opinion leaders are identified 
(Iyengar et al. 2011); their role and motivation in sharing opinions with online 
communities; why community members generally accept their opinions and are 
influenced, and how social contagion spreads over online forums.  
 
Those marketers of the healthy products have the dual role of raising awareness about 
obesity and then shaping the attitudes towards adoption of healthy products. Marketing 
professionals can use opinion leaders to spread eWOM in online communities to 
spread their message about adoption of healthy lifestyle and consequently healthy 
products and services. In doing so, they can nudge opinion leaders and who in turn 
would recommend healthy products to forum members. The level of trust accorded to 
them will determine whether members accept their product recommendations and 
reviews.  
 
There are several studies that have studied social media, online communities and 
opinion leaders individually. This study would link these studies and verify these 
theories in Saudi Arabian context and build conceptual framework on impact of eWOM 
generated by opinion leaders and how it can be used to shape the attitude. In doing so 
theories like social network theory, social contagion, elaboration likelihood model and 
ABC theory will be used as theoretical lens. 
 

 
 
 
 
Poster D10  
 
An Exploratory Study of How specialist organisation self-organise their 
Teams using Scrum 
 
Presenter - Ken Sule-Ejeh, KS1207@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The purpose of this research is to try to establish whether self-directed 
principles and strategies are present and applicable in software 
development teams using scrum.  Scrum is a framework within which 
people can address complex adaptive problems, while productively 
and creatively delivering products of the highest possible value.  
 
To achieve this, the research will look at how teams self-organize using 
scrum and the challenges they face. The financial institutions to be 
investigated would either be going through a strategic re-engineering of 
their technology and undergoing extensive redevelopment of key 
platforms with the intention to eliminate legacy systems, an increase in 
automation, and better virtualization and capacity on demand. This 
research is born out of the urge to understand how scrum agile teams 
successfully transition from a bureaucratic structure into a self-
organizing team. The research will contribute at three levels, which are 
(i) the researcher’s personal and professional developments, (ii) 
organizational benefits and (iii) contribution to the broader community 
of professional practitioners. 
 
Self-organizing teams are a critical success factor of agile projects 
(Cockburn and Highsmith, 131 – pg 133, 2001,K Schwaber,2009 and 
self-organization is one of the 12 principles behind the Agile Manifesto 
(Highsmith and Fowler,pg 29-30, 2001). The Agile Manifesto 
(Cockburn and Highsmith, 2001) defines the four basic values of Agile 
methods as: individuals and interactions over process and tool; 
working software over comprehensive documentation; customer 
collaboration over contract negotiation; responding to change over 
following a plan. That is, while there is value in the items on the right, 
we value the items on the left more. 
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Poster D11   
 
An investigation to determine whether adaptive decision making in 
crisis-type situations can be improved by training and if so what kind of 
training would that be 
 
Presenter - Mark John Josephs, MJ645@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This study determines how adaptive decision-making in crisis-type 
situations can be improved by training and what kind of training that would 
be. Examining what adaptive decision making is, how to characterise it 
and differentiate it from “normal” decision making, why adaptive decision 
making and training this skill is important, and the consequences. 
Participants hone their critical thinking, mental agility, interpersonal 
adaptability, cultural acumen, and observational skills. 
 
Adaptive thinking and decision making, system design to support 
adaptation strategies; identifying the characteristics’ of adaptive decision-
making in emergency management; crisis management training: 
Teamwork/increasing adaptive thinking; collaboration and coordination of 
skills and qualities of adaptability, (roles within teams). The keys to 
adaptive decision making, (Klein, 2009, p. 295).  The VUF for variability in 
training scenario design, to adapt and optimise training effectiveness, 
(Wong W, 2011, pp. 7-8).  
 
Improved leadership in crisis-situation command and control, enhanced 
training by improving firefighting capability in adaptive decision-making 
skills, utilizing scenarios in simulation-based training and non-computer 
supported techniques for individuals and multi-professional teams. 
Providing users a stimulus to evaluate the level of emergency responder 
situational awareness and task load associated with new technology. 
Applying methods to measure situational awareness.   
 
Extracting team leader skills: studying the nature of expertise requires 
several methods. Cognitive task analysis to understand how decisions are 
made. CTA in the context of Leadership In firefighting command and 
control, needs to be understood. Can the CDM approach to CTA be 
modified, or do we need a new way? XVR and VUF: functionality to 
perform adaptive decision making. 
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Frozen: a journey to the boundary of the agora 
 
Presenter - Michele Bottone, mailto:M.Bottone@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Marketplaces have existed since the dawn of society. They form and 
organize spontaneously, exist with some regularity in time and space 
and can grow as well as disappear. From barter to the humble street 
markets, from house purchases to global financial markets and 
networks of computers and brain cells, they share one similarity in that 
they can be viewed as a collection of agents meeting somewhere to 
exchange something that has monetary value, which can differ 
between market participants and constitutes their raison d’être. Their 
ubiquity, and their impact on society and the economy at large if they 
lead to undesirable outcomes such as bubbles and crashes, motivates 
continuing interest in such mechanisms about which we are regularly 
reminded we know relatively little about. Prices of all sorts are the most 
obvious way in which the processing of information takes place, and 
have been the subject of over a century of data, research and policies. 
 
This signalling reminds us that an important aspect of markets is 
computation, defined as the abstract representation of a process in 
terms of states and transitions, such as between liquid and frozen 
markets. Random behaviour can be the result of inherent chance, but 
can also be the result of agents following determinist rules of thumb. I 
adopt an Agent-Based-Modelling approach to studying marketplaces 
and simulate and validate in software interesting examples of agents 
interacting in markets of various sizes, and compare them to simple 
probabilistic models and real-world market price data about housing, 
the Bitcoin, and other financial assets. 
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The effect of Radical Islam and desire to enhance national identity on 
Russian foreign policy in Syria 
 
Presenter - Olga Ermolaeva, OE136@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The series of protests and demonstrations across the Middle East and 
North Africa swept the Arab world in December 2010, and reached 
Syria on March 2011.  Peaceful demonstrations have quickly evolved 
into a full-blown civil war against the dictatorship of the President 
Bashar al-Assad.  Throughout the Arab Spring, Russia has played a 
strategic role in the unfolding of the crisis on the world stage. Intensive 
rhetoric was developed by the West over the reasons why Russia 
supports Syria, arguing that Russia was primarily motivated not by 
material interests but rather by the desire to maintain influence and 
reputation in the region. Apart from a historically strong and stable 
relationship with Syria, economic ties between two states, Russia sees 
Syrian stability as vital to Middle East stability, and Russia’s national 
security and integrity. These precautions do not seem groundless, as 
the Arab Spring has given an impulse for legitimation of Islamism in the 
Muslim world. Therefore, it might well be suggested that further change 
in Middle East countries might strengthen Islamist involvement into 
governmental affairs, which may end up in Russia being encircled by 
extreme Muslim regimes. Another major reason behind Russia’s 
foreign policy in Syria lays in desire to revive Russia’s status as a great 
power, which was lost after the break up of the Soviet Union. It seems 
Russia has embarked on the path to becoming a new kind of great 
power – the state, which is focused on independence from the West 
and interaction with it provided this interaction is favorable for Russia. 
The Russian leadership is no longer practicing accommodation and 
adjustment to the international environment. Rather, Russia is seeking 
to move from being merely a regional actor to being a major 
independent player on the world stage. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Poster D14  
 
Emerging Ethical Issues in VALCRI  – an information system to aid law 
enforcement 
 
Presenter - Pragya Paudyal, PP569@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This research falls within the field of “Computer Ethics” defined by 
Maner (1996) as “ethical problems aggravated, transformed or created 
by computer technology”, and investigates ethics and privacy issues in 
a computer system designed to assist law enforcement agencies with 
the analysis of large data sets. The system, VALCRI (Visual Analytics 
for Sense-Making in Criminal Intelligence Analysis) is a technology 
using visual analytics to aid human reasoning and analysis by 
extracting meaningful information from large and diverse datasets to 
give justifiable conclusions quickly.   
 
Ethical principles act as guidelines for behaviour and to determine 
whether an action is likely to be beneficial or do harm. In the design of 
technology these principles help in understanding the different nature 
of questions that arise during the technology development. It is 
absolutely essential to make sure that the technology is operating 
ethically and that appropriate safeguards are not grafted on top of the 
system design but are interwoven within it.  
 
In the VALCRI system the semi-automated and opaque nature of the 
system raises ethical challenges to principles of transparency, 
accountability, fairness, privacy and data integrity. These have some 
overlap with the code of conduct  of UK police end-users and need to 
be taken into account during design to align with police operations on a 
practical and ethical level. 
 
This poster focuses on examining how these principles can be applied 
and addressed in the design and development of the VALCRI project. 
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Financial Constraint and Investment: A Comprehensive comparison 
between existing methodologies 
 
Presenter - Saira Saleem, SS2940@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
It has been found that a positive and strong relationship exists between 
financial development and economic growth at both macro and micro 
level. The role of efficient, flourishing and well-developed financial 
sector for the rate of growth of country’s per capita income is next to 
none. This study will give the good understanding of firm’s corporate 
finance behaviour at micro level and regarding the mechanism through 
which monetary policy influences real economic activities at macro 
level. This paper studies the linkage between internal finance and 
investment to check the existence of financial constraint. Investment –
cash flow sensitivity which has generally been taken as a measure for 
financial constraint in the literature will be examined . Using a panel of 
132 pakistani listed firms from the period of 1990 to 2014, this 
empirical research will scrutinize the presence of investment –cash 
flow sensitivity and  how the sensitivity behaves across different sizes 
and sectors of the firms. This paper will use three important and major 
investment models called- Q model, Euler equation and Error 
correction model together  which can compare the results of all 
different methods vividly and acutely. The models will be estimated by 
pooled OLS, Fixed effect and GMM approches initially. Later, 
Stochastic Frontier Approach to measure the degree of the constraint 
for each firm and for each time period will also be used. Stochastic 
Frontier Approach has only been used in a few papers so far.This 
paper will give a detailed comparison between the results of  traditional 
approaches and the results of the Stochastic Frontier approach. 
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Legal, ethical and political impact of US drone warfare 
 
Presenter - Sana Mir, SS2940@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
The United States has been engaged in a “War on Terror” since 
September 12, 2001. Within the last two presidential administrations 
the use of drones to target and kill “suspected” terrorists has increased. 
Drones are conducted by CIA and military Special Forces outside 
acknowledged war zones which has raised numerous legal and 
accountability issues. This thesis examines the legal, moral and 
geopolitical implications of US drone warfare. The problematic aspect 
of the current American use of drones is secrecy because it erodes the 
rule of law and inhibits accountability. Drones are significant because 
they project lethal force in a manner that challenges accepted rules, 
norms, and moral understandings. Drone warfare have blurred the 
distinction between war and peace; intelligence officials and military; 
civilians and militants; Al-Qaeda, Taliban and “associated forces”. Both 
Bush and Obama administrations declared that US is at war with Al-
Qaeda, Taliban and associated forces without defining who those 
associated forces are. At present US is at war with different 
organisations who have distinct goals and ambitions. This means that 
US is treating these distinct groups as monolithic and adopting policies 
which may or may not be prudent in the long run. By ignoring the 
differences between these groups, undermining the international rule of 
law, and blurring the distinction between war and peace; CIA and 
military US is setting legal precedents which will inevitably come back 
to haunt the United States before long when invoked by other states 
with highly problematic agendas. 
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The contribution of the Decision Support Systems to the analysis of the 
geopolitical variables affecting an energy security crisis. A 
multidisciplinary approach of the case of Cyprus  
 
Presenter - Savvas Papasavvas, SP1513@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
It is commonly accepted that the exploitation of the hydrocarbons 
combined with the existing “Cyprus problem” and the recent 
diversification of the geopolitical variables synthesizing the “security 
mosaic” of the Eastern Mediterranean region make the revision and the 
improvement of the examined state’s decision making mechanisms 
inevitable. The improvement of those mechanisms couldn’t exclude the 
revision of the so called “energy security crisis management model”. 
 
The in-depth studying of the available literature combined with a 
number of interviews with state bureaucrats made the researcher come 
up with the following: 
(a) The current decision making model is a mixture of political modeling 
and case based reasoning modeling. 
(b) Although the so called “risk assessment” is taken into consideration 
it is measured only in an “empirical” way. 
(c) The model used is taking as granted that throughout the crisis the 
flow of necessary information will be uninterrupted, the existing 
bureaucrats are the best to handle the appeared situation and the 
decision maker will be rational.  
The extended analysis of the previous led the researcher to the 
conclusion that there is a “methodological gap” in the state’s energy 
security crisis management mechanism.  
 
The shrinkage of the mentioned gap can only be achieved through the 
adoption of a methodology not normally used on the crisis 
management field. This methodology should be governed by 
multidisciplinarity and more specific by the simultaneous usage of 
foreign policy analysis, crisis management theory and Artificial 
Intelligence.    
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Understanding and examining celebrity trust, its dimensions and 
impact on other credibility-related constructs and overall corporate 
image 
 
Presenter - Shahzeb Hussain, SH947@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Trust plays a major role in generating relationships between 
consumers and brands. Because of trust, consumers believe that a 
specific brand has qualities that make it unique, competent, consistent, 
and honest. In the last few decades, researchers have explored 
several aspects of trust within the context of brand management. 
However, thorough analysis of literature reveals that there are still 
wider gaps which need to be explored further. One of these gaps, 
based on trust, is that of celebrity endorsement.  
 
A similar construct to trust, i.e. trustworthiness, has been an area of 
interest within the context of celebrity endorsement, but the literature 
reveals that vital differences exist between trust and trustworthiness 
(Cowles, 1997; Soh et al., 2009). These differences exist in definitions, 
conceptual characteristics, dimensions and components, and clearly 
make trustworthiness insufficient to define trust in a celebrity 
endorsement context. Recent trends based on the current decline of 
trust in a celebrity endorsement context also provide a basis for 
research on this topic (Lantieri et al., 2007). 
 
To minimize these gaps, a scale based on celebrity trust (by using 
Churchill (1978)’s scale) would be created. This scale would also be 
used to examine the relationship of celebrity trust to other credibility-
related constructs (i.e. advertising credibility, brand credibility, 
corporate credibility and corporate image). Findings from this study 
would not only fill a gap in the literature, but would also help 
researchers and practitioners to clearly understand meanings of trust 
within a celebrity endorsement. 
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HRM Practices & Implementation: Influence of Culture & Roles of 
Managers 
 
Presenter - Sola (Olusola) Olufosoye, OO746@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
This project is focused on an international business school in Nigeria. It aims to investigate 
how the organisation’s culture shapes managers perception of HRM practices and If line 
managers’ perception of HRM practices is a factor that helps to facilitate or hinder HRM 
implementation and employee performance in the organisation. 
 
The increase in Foreign Direct Investment and Multinational Companies (MNC) in Africa 
over the years, has had an impact on HRM practices in the region.  
 
This project will aim to investigate and address two key areas of concern identified by the 
organisation; “Why managers in the organisation have a negative perception of their HRM 
function?” and “Why implementation of HRM practices in the organisation is not effective?” 
 
This project will help to provide an understanding of the national and organisational culture 
which will help the organisation in the development and effective implementation of its HRM 
practices. The key objective of this will be to investigate the following; 
i. Does the current HRM practices of the organisation align with the African regional culture 
and organisation’s culture? 
ii. What are the managers’ perception of HRM practices in the organisation? What impact 
does this have on HRM implementation? 
iii. Does the choice of HRM practices and its implementation impact on employee loyalty 
and performance? 
 
These investigation will help the organisation to achieve the following changes: 
I. Development of new HRM practices that reflects the national and organisational culture; 
II. Effective Implementation of these new HRM practices within the organisation achieved 
through increased manager’s involvement and improved perception of the HRM function; 
III. Improved employee commitment and performance; 
 
This research will contribute to the growing body of research on international human 
resource management that argues that the influence of socio-cultural, political 
organisational or economic on implementation of HR should be investigated (Arthur et al, 
1995).  
 
This research will be conducted using Action Research framework for “practice-based 
research”, it will also adopt Schein’s (1978) Process Consultation Model because aligns with 
the participatory nature of the action research framework. 
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Religiosity and Brand Attachement: A Multicultural Perspective 
 
Presenter – Tugra Nazli Akarsu, TA655@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Religion has been considered an inseparable part of culture. There is a 
considerable amount of research examining the relationship between 
religious affiliation and consumer behaviour. Although past studies 
have confirmed that the religiosity and religious affiliation has an 
influence on consumers’ consumption behaviour, scholars has focused 
some specific aspects of consumer behaviour such as shopping 
orientation, media usage or purchasing behaviour. To contribute new 
dimensions in the consumer behaviour literature, the current study 
specifically contributes in three ways. First, this study contributes to the 
under-researched or emerging consumer marketing research area of 
religion by addressing the relationship between religiosity (in the form 
of both fundamentalism and spirituality), brand attachment, brand 
loyalty, word of mouth and price tolerance. Second, the inclusion of two 
different religions in two culturally different countries (individualism: U.K, 
collectivism: Turkey) provides not only interesting results on how each 
religion and religiosity impact consumers attitude to brands but also 
proposes more general findings compared to previous researches that 
is mostly limited to a single country. Finally, by using fundamentalism 
and spirituality, this study encourages marketing scholars to be 
interested in understanding the role of religiosity as well as to be 
cautious when constructing religiosity as a single dimension. There can 
be significant differences between dimensions of religiosity, which have 
a reverse effect onto the same construct. By using fundamentalism and 
spirituality, the aim is to catch the nuances in religiosity’s specific 
dimensions so that it provides deeper meanings, in order to avoid the 
risk of false interpretations. 
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Analysing the Effects of Proactive Handover Mechanisms on Mobile 
Infrastructure  
 
Presenter – Vishnu Vardhan Paranthaman, VP339@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
Proactive handover, in which mobile nodes attempt to determine the 
best time and place to handover to local networks, has been studied in 
the context of new architectures such as the Y-Comm Framework. Y-
Comm research has yielded techniques to calculate the Time Before 
Vertical Handover and the Network Dwell Time, for any given network 
topology. However, by knowing Time Before Vertical Handover and 
Network Dwell Time for mobile nodes as they move around, it is also 
possible to radically improve channel allocation and resource 
management in network infrastructure such as base-stations, relays, 
etc. This should greatly enhance the overall efficiency of the system 
including the physical and medium access control layers of mobile 
networks, such as Vehicular Ad-Hoc Network. The aim of this work is 
to unveil the challenges in developing a proactive resource allocation 
for highly mobile environments. 
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Exploring the relationship between dyslexia and academic confidence 
in an HE context   
 
Presenter - Andrew Dykes, AD1281@live.mdx.ac.uk 
 
How does dyslexia impact on academic confidence? 
 
Dyslexia is a learning difference and understanding more about how 
dyslexia impacts on learning may encourage the design and 
development of more accessible curricula, particularly in Higher 
Education - and this means that learners with dyslexia can feel more 
included and less 'different'. When learning differences cease to impact 
on access to learning, the existing disability model of dyslexia, tacitly 
implied by 'diagnosis', 'reasonable adjustment' and 'support' has 
reduced meaning and instead, the positive strengths and qualities of 
dyslexia can be integrated into the academic development of the 
learner. 
 
This is a research project to explore dyslexia and academic confidence. 
 
The research rationale is to find out how people with dyslexia feel 
about their learning difference by exploring their judgements of its 
impact on their learning, particularly in relation to their academic 
confidence. To quantify this a fresh, innovative profiler for 'the dyslexic 
self' will be developed which aims to offer an alternative understanding 
of learning difference in terms of psycho-educational constructs, which 
does not focus on deficit and disability. The research will be testing the 
hypothesis that it is the learner's awareness of their dyslexia, rather 
than the dyslexia itself that is the more impacting factor on their 
confidence in progressing towards their learning outcomes and 
academic goals at university. 
 
This is thought to be new research and will challenge the persistent 
medical, deficit model of dyslexia as a disability that demands 
differentiated support in learning contexts. 


